"ION er ” 5 Rr Ven Ad 
+ bs - [: a7 5 WY 17S 08.0 
© 


Propugnath um Pietaty: 
'THE SAINTS 


EBENEZER, 
Pillar f HOPEm GOD, 
when they have none Icfc in the-Creature. 
* OR, THE 

Godly Mans Crutch or Staffe in Times 


'Sadning Dilappointments, _ 
Of <$Sinking Diſcouragemeuts, 
CShaking Defolations. 


- 


Wherein is largely ſhewed, 


The Tranſcendent Exceliency of GO D, 
His Peoples, HE LP and HOPE: 
| wWiITH 
he Unpaxalleld Happineſs of the SAINTS in 


their Confden-e in Him, overballancing the Werldlings 
Carnal D:pendance both as to Sweerneſs and Safety. 


Pourtray'd in a Diſcourſe'on Pal. 146. 5. 


By F. Erglc5k 


be Righteous ſhall never be removed, Prov, 10. 30. 
ut David encouraged himſelf in the Lord bis God, 
1 Sam, 3o. 6. 
vis ei metus eſt, cui Deus Tutcr eſt > Non JabcfaRar mentem 
= moleſtatio, quam corroborat divina proteQio, Cypr, 
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: H E vanity andemptineſs 

TC of the Creature, and the 
WE excellency and ſufficien- 
7 ;)' cy of God, the great and 
- = 5 eternal Creatour are 
(06a HE I like cwo Chryſtal 'Glaſ: 
= ſes, which = one againſt 
he et cive murual light and illuſtration. 
\nd our knowledge of God being more by 

negation, than compreheaſion in this life, 
he worlds blackneſs cannot but become a 
Foil to ſer off his beauty wich che more 
d | Rainy none, and orient luſtre. Theſe 
Principles of the Doctrine of 
hrift, God ordinarily inftills 'in our firſt 
| onyerfion, and convincerh us of with ſuch 
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The Epiflet ” th Reader. 


light and evidence, P chey carry : re- 
markable- accent 8+. them, and fhoulc 
Jeave-upon us a more pawerful and perma-ſB: 
nent tincture and impreflion 7Yer nocwith ſÞ: 
ſtanding (uch is cur dulneſs agd ſtupidity 1 | ly 
conning theſe our primary and principalſ'n 
b, leſſons, as we almoſt forget them as ſoonſfſbe 
þ.> as we have learnt them. For though at w/ 
; our firſt acquaintznce and communion withſſie« 
God, before our heads and hands come tofed 
be engaged in the world, we are carriedſſ Wt 
out with a yigorous proſecution of the one PI 
' and led into an holy contempt and under be 
valuing of the baſe ſpoils of the "_ cir 
yer when once we and it come-to is 
familiars, the intereſt of Heaven an Re ni 
ligion myſt vail and bow the knee to thig of 
our beloved darling and favourite. How £9 
many ſer out forward and zealous Profeſ ru 
fors in the waies of godlinefs, as if they Pt 
had fully meant to have taken the King thi 
dom of Heaven by violegce,  u haſe zeaf] VO 
and blefledneſs is now not co be found z bug an 
of ring-leaders, are proves rencgado's, and 9 
of firſt, become laſt ? They began to run] wi 
well, uncil ſtooping to take yp the golden Wc 
Apples in their way, they ſtopt in theig bl 
Chriſtian race, and aGed their parts on th in 
ſtage of profeſſion, like Princes, till the] Wc 
Nats of worldly pleaſure and eain being] of 
chrowr 
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The Bpifle 10 1h? Reader. 
thrown by hand-fulls before them, they 
diſcovered themſelves no better than Apes. 
a By venturing conibble ac Satans pleaſurable 
h{baic, we are ofcen catched-with his dead- 
inflly and deſtroying huok, and by overmuch 
alflincumbring our felves with the world, we 
on become (the beſt of us) like Anſelm bird, 
a3 which had a ſtone tied to her leg, and pul- 
thiled her down eo earth,as faſt as ſhe actempr- 
toled an afcent to Heaven, This heavy 
ed{ weight ſo beſers us, as we cannot ran with 
ef patience the race ſer before us, So thar 
-r 4 beſides our initiation, and firſt indoQrina-' 
r Jciag in che things that are excellent, God 
4 iS forced ever and anon to become our Mo- 
ed4nitor, and catechize us anew at the ſchool 
nig of che Croſs, in his wilderneſs ſpeaking: 
»d ca our heart, and by his word and works, 
eſJ rubbing up our memories afreſh with che 
ex medications of what we firſt imbibed., 
gf though now have Joſt the ſcent and fa- 
eaf vour of. Andit's no other than free grace, 
ud and infinice mercy in our heavenly Father 
nd to. recall his extravagant Prodigals, who 
un] will change their Fathers bread for che 
er worlds husks, and thus go out of Gods 
cid blefling into the warm Sun. Would we 
hd indeed make uſe of the ſpeRacles of the 
1d ward, we might plainly read the inſcription 
of of: yanity ; yea, yanicy of yanuies, written j 3 : 
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tothe Reader 


on the forchexd of all.creatures; and though 


never ſo ſhott-fighted, fee an end of all 
created perfetion, But alas, commonly 


we look at the' wrong end of the proſpe- 


dive,or look-on the world in a multiplying- 
laſs, which repreſents it.co our fancy , 
ya 71, ome great matter, and on the great 
God in an extenuating, which makes him 
lictle in our vain imaginations ; and 
ſo we entertain debaſing rhoughes of that 
eternal yerity, while we have high concep- 
tions of theſe low and ſublunary vanities, 
And ſeeing theſe ear-remembrances ſuf- 
fice not for our conviction, it's but neceſ- 
fary and requiſite God (ſhould ffinde out 
ſome other way of inſtruction for- us, 
wherein both our ear and eye ſhould re- 
ceive an impreſſion: And that rhey who 
would not learn by the teachings of the 
Word, ſhould have the voice of the Rod 
cry to'them, which ( though lefs articu- 
late) may yet become more ſignificative, 
And hath not God been a long time teach- 
ing us by his Providence, as Abimelech did 
once the men of Succoth, by briars and 
thorns, and readiog us a large lecture of the 
uncertainty of all created beings and com- 
forts? Harh he nor with fire and ſword 
been pleading with all fleſh? by the ſore 
and dreadful calamity of the gy 4 
en 
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| The Epifile me Reeder, © 

en uſhering us'ineo diſcipline? Hath he 
_ his greateſt ſeverity overthrown ſome 
of us, 4s he did Sodom and Gomorrah , by a 
moſt deplorable and lamencable* fire, in 
whoſe aſhes is "buried all our glory and 
hope, 'and the bliſters whereof will rife in 
our faces, when it's, flames are both extin- 
guiſhe and forgotten? The very mention 
whereof can be no other than a fire in our 
bones 3 and whoever hath the ſpirit of a 
Chriſtian, cannot but by ſympatby ſuffer, 


| and be offended ar ſuch a burning, - Whar 


Engliſh mans heart ſo ſtony as not ro bleed 
within him, or can his eyes contain from 
rears, either ro have heard or ſeen the me- 
cropolis of qur Nation, the royal and mag- 
nificent City of the Kingdom, once the 
wonder of the world , and even mirrour 
of all Chriftendom ; (o beautiful for ſci- 
tuation, numerous in people, famous for 
riches, ſtrength, beauty and honour, le- 
velled with the duſt, ſo as one ſtone's not 
left on another, and become @ burning pile, 
an heap of rubbiſh, a place of defolation, 
even in a moment ? 9uds 1alie fands tempe- 
ret a lachrymis © What car was ever audi- 

cor of ſo awk and direful a knell, as then 

alarum'd its Inbabicants ? What eye ever 

ſpeator of fo drexdful and doleful a tra- 

gedy- as was then ated on that noble 

| theatre ? ' 


'* The Fpiſle roahe Reader, 

cheatre ? Who ever ſaw fo devouring a 
fice, or heard of ſuch. a'diſmal flame, (o 
ſudden, violent, univerſal, irrefiſtible, and 
(to be feared ) irrepairable ? Surely,whac 
rerrour and affrightment, whac amuſe and 
amazemenc, what botrour,: and even con- 
fternation of ſpiric, this rueful ſpeRacle 
ſeized che ſpirits of its bebolders withall, 
is impoſſible co divine and imagine; Poor 
ſouls,  ( me-thinks) I ſaw at a, diſtance 
your pale faces, trembling joyats, weakned 
hands, dedolent hearts, who were in this 
ſo fatal a blow moſt nearly concerned z me- 
thinks I. hear you crying out to your 
friends and neighbours, to your Rulers and 
Governours, as the woman did once to 


_ that King, 1 King. 6. 27. Help, O King, 


who were all forced to return you chat for- 
ry anſwer, If the Lord helps mot, whence 
fhould we help £ . Ah what thouſand pities 
(bad Heavea pleaſed to have preveared)) to 
ſee ſo many famous ſtrucures, antient and 
venerable Monuments, learned Libraries, 
rich goods and treaſures, beautifull Halls 
and Exchanges, uſefull Churches and 
Chappels withia ſo ſmall a compaſs, turned 
into a Chaos of confuſion, and heap of 
utter deſtruttion! Ah bow lamentable a 
fight co ſee fo many able Citizens -iimpo- 
veriſhr, ſo many mean ones quite beggar'd ! 

. - how 


how hideous 2n-out+cry-to:hearmen com-:. 

plaining, -We:who had thouſands in the 
morning, had nota penay lefe to help us 
by che evening! we who had full tables, 
could afford plentiful entertainments,. rich 


purſes, and large: banks, enough for back 


and- belly, for neceſſicy and deligtr, for 
us and ours, are now reduced-many of us 
roa morlel of bread, and glad to live on 
the alms of the charizablez we: went out 
full, bur came in empty. Ah how ſad to 
behold ſo many families ruined and un- 
done, ſo many dwellings and places, that 
muſt never more. know their: owners and 
inmates, but have for ever caſt chem our, 
leaving them to the wide world, and ex- 
poſing them, as ſo many Tenants at will, 
and that without any warning, to the mercy 
of the great and foveraign Land- Lord of 
Heaven and Earth ! What tiue Son of 
Sion, upon view or tydings of fo fad aca- 
raſtrophe, muſt nor bear a part in the 
Churches Funeral Elegy over Jeruſalem, 
Lam. 1.1. How 4oth the City fit ſolitary, that 
was full of people * How is. ſhe become 4s 4 
Widew £ ſhe that was great among the Ns- 
tions, and Princeſs amonz' the Prawinces © 
And fo cap. 4.11. The Lord hath accompliſbs 
hi fury, he hath ponred ont bis fierce anger, 
and hath kindled 4 fire in Zion, and it hath 
[7 devoured © 
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The Epiſtle 10 the Reader. 
devoured the foundations thereof, Oh that 
by the brigbcaeſs of theſe flames we could 
ſee our fin, that hath long appeared as at 
noon day, but we would never yet behold 
by the Sun-light of the word! And that 
this moſt formidable fire may become to us 
2 flaming beacon, to fignifie our approach- 
ing danger and ruin, unleſs Gods anger be 
timely quenched by the blood of Chriſt, 
and cears of repentance. And that amidſt 
the cold formalities, and freezing devotions 
in che winter quarter of theſe laſt and peri- 
lous times,our cooler ſouls might be heared, 
and our dying affeRions (by an holy kind 
of Anteperiſtaſis) advanced into a diviner 
flame of holy zeal, in feeking the Lord, 
leſt he makes us as Admab, and ſers us as 
Zeboims, and kindles a fire in the Palaces of 
Joſeph, ſo as none ſhall quench ir. Oh char 
we could all learn, from the bigheſt co the 
laweſt, thoſe leffons, Gods intention is to 
reach us by ſo ſevere diſpenſations, either 
for humiliation for what is paſt, or refor- 
mation for time to come. And if I miſtake 
not, the phyſiognomy of this providence 
(whether it be looked on in the glaſs of 
a more immediate or more mediate agency) 
Gods hand appeared moſt remarkably ia ir, 
and concurring circumſtances give us plain 
intimations of its commiſſion, and _— 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 
by a ſpecial fuperintendency from Heaven, 
And though (like a pifture well drawn) ir 
looks wiſhly on every one in the room, yet 
ic ſeems to prefer a particular charge 
againſt thoſe wickednefles of pride, laxu-' 
ry, wantonneſs, ſecurity, earrhlineſs, and 


uncharicableneſs, which haveſfo long burat 


as fire among us. Ah what haughtineſs, 
idleneſs, and fulneſs of bread was to be 
found in our ftxeers ? | with what pleaſure 
did we live upon earth ? what ,port and 
ſtate did we begin to carry ? what wantons, 
were we grown, forgetting the God that 
made us, nor attributing ro him our power 
ro get wealth, having our hearts lifred v ,or 
like fooliſh chifdren, wich Jeſur#n, ſtanding 
on our heads, & kicking againſt Heayen,and 
neglecting the God of our ſalyation, ſacri- 
ficing Gods corn, wine, oy], wooll and 
flax, to our luſts. and lovers, inſtead of our 
Creatour! Were we not grown like Sodone 
and the Old World, a God-defpifing, and 
a ſelf-pleaſing people? that gave up our 
ſelves to eating and drinking, buying and 
ſelling, planting and building, every man 
Jooking to his own way and gains and a$ 


for the ſhip of the Church, the intereff 


of God andReligion;having caught the fi 
we laid afide thener; and fo we could bur 
fave our 0D petty Cabbins,let Gods and 


Chriſts 


1, 
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Os © OY NT ves : 
Chriſts cauſe ſink or ſwim, we were become 
Galis's, not minding theſe things ! Oh 
how did wes that pretended ro God, mind 
little or nothing buc the world 2 How went .. 
we, one to js farm, another tg his merchan- 
dize ; our ſhop.was become our cloſer, ang 
che Exchange our Church, .T he Courticr, 
the Merchagt, the:;Tradeſman, all bufie as 
ſo many Ants on an Hill to ſcrape together 
ſo much refined duſt, . and lade themſclves 
with this thick clay: Eyery one ſetting up 
his Heaven on Earch, and fioging a.requiem 
' to his ſoul in his ſtacely., houſes, full ware- 


houſes, vaſt incomes, if not unjuſt gains and 
oppreſſions, looking ſo,much.coearth, 'as 


choſe that had neither time or-mind to. Jook 
up co Heaven, but if with the Lark,ſoaring 
ro Heaven in precences of zeal and affe- 
Gion on the Sabbath, with the Worm, 
groveling on the worlds dung-hill all the 
week after. Like him in the Poet, ('thar 
cried out, 0 Celum, with his rongue, when 
bis hand couch che earth) committingeven 
a ſolliciſm with our bands, and bidding an 
expreſs practical contradiction to our pro- 
feſlions. Ahis ic not juſt God, ſhould de- 
ny us the world as a creature, which we 
could not have, bur muſt adore as our 
God? Is it not. righteous, that ſhould bs 
caken Out of our hands, which inſtead of 

being 
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being trodden 'under our feer, had got up 
o'gear out heafts? Oh how much betcer 
friſtians, (fot! ro you alone I now ſpeak) 
as f6r the wicked who- grow. worſe and 
7orſe, and do 'more wickedly , Hell fire 
all ſhortly 'do'thir in conſuming them, 
which this could not do for refining) had 
t been for you to have caſt your bread 
on/'the waters, than to have had ic waſted 
by ſuch a fire? Ah, had you but worn the 
zorld 'as a log Fment, that you might 
zve put off aid bait pleaſure, it would nor 
ow haye come from you(as your $kin from 
your fleſh) with'painrand corcure, bur eafe 


End delight 3 or'as the blood out of your 


eins, with reluancy and oppoſition, - bur 
as water from a fountain, with freedom and 
1bercy. Theſe pictures, if hung ap loolly, 
ould have been taken down with leſs 
rending, tearing, and noife, than they are 


like to be, if your hearts be faſtened or 
plewed to them, Oh Sirs,had you minded 


God and Chriſt,as you did this Mimmon of 
the world, and attended your heavenly 


trade, as you did your Eaſt-[ndia, Turky, 


French, Spaniſh, or rhe reſt, and converſed 


with God in your cloſets, as you did with 


your cuftomers in your ſhops, and your” 


gi::ends and neighbours ſometimes at the 


2 7ern, you bad had ſomething in ſuch an 
bour 


The Epifile 109ht Reader, 

hour to bear up and comfort your ſpirits 
withall, wbich I am afraid, many of you now 
want. Oh that you would 1p this your day, 
yet know the things of your peace | And be- 
fore God riſeth up to Judgement a ſecond 
time,and the fire of his wrath now ſmother- 
ed, breaks out wich a ſeven cimes more,even 
into a moſt violent and unquenchableſ 
flame; Hear the voice of the Rod, and him 
chat hath appointed it ; And by all chart God 
bath done,. or is doing. with you this day, i 
learn choſe fundamental leſſons, of che ya- 
nity and contingency of the creature, and ſilky 
the fulneſs and alſufhciency of the Creator 
ſoas ro make an utter xrenunciation of all 
carnal confidence, and. engage your ſouls in 
a firm and reſolute depeadance on God 
alone, O that chis might indeed be a pur- 
gatory fire, . to refine ſouls from all 
chat ruſt of carnality, and worldly affeftion 
chat is ſa. grown upon us !. Let us not make yc 
gain our godlineſs, bux count godlineſs our in 
gn and only gain, Why ſhould weſli\ 
et our hearts on yanity, on chry.abeyr gg et 
who would love or value that which he 
cannot long keep, bur if a fire or plunderyan 
comes, is. upon the wing, and takes its} nc 
flight, or give that the chair of ſtace, orſ yi 
upper raom of preheminence in his heart, N w 
which very ſhortly he muſt parc with our f fr 
of 


The Epiftle to the Reader, 
ts Þf bis hands? Can you (Chriſtians) carry 
W Hour houſes and lands,your biggs and trea- 
y, Wures with you to erernity ? will they nor 
e-S!! ſhike hands with you at the grave? O 
hen make friends (by employing for God 
ad his honour) to your ſelves of this Mam- 
on of unrigh:couſneſs, and uſe the world 
is if ye uſed ic not, remembring the faſhion 
hereof paſſeth away: And lay up your trea- 
ures nor on earth, bur-Heaven , ſtore up a 
pood foundation againſt the time to come, 
he top of whole building may reach eterni- 
y. Mind not ſo much things ſeen and cem- 
poral, as thoſe believed andeternal. Make 
ure of God as your portion, and chuſe 
him as your inheritance, Now learn to 
truſt to, and lean'by faith on the arm of an + 
Alſufficienc God, while ye experience the 
broken ſtaff of all created beings and com- 
forts, Whea the ſtream is dried up, and all 
your veſlels emptied, have recourſe to that 
inexhauſtible fountain, Learn the Arc of 
living by faich upon an unchangeable and 
eternal Fehowah under all worldly changes 
and revolutions: To rejoyce in the Lord, 
and be glad in the God of your falyation, 
nor only when ye ſit under the ſhadow of 
your own Vines and Fig-crees, but even 
when they neither bloſſom, nor bring forth 
fruit. Though your goods be gone, yet ye 
have not loſt your God; he is not gone, 
PT, @) whoſe 
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whoſe alſufficiency is able to make vp all 
your lofles by plague or fire, and recompence 
youan hundred-fold, in whom alone (poſ- 
ſeſfing all things) you may polſleſs them, 
_ while you have nothing. Though your trade 
be ar preſent broken, ye have now a leaſon- 
able gale for Heavens more enduring ſub- 
ſtance, Though ye may bediſperſed and 
ſcattered as Vagabonds bere and there, ha- 
ving no certain dwelling-place, God will be 
a little ſanRuary toyou; and though your 
City hath forſaken ye,your God is a Tower 
yet left, which your ſouls may get upon, and 
a City of Retuge for you to fly to, and re- 
poſe 1n with greateſt ſecurity, Though 
have nothing but cents to dwell in,and(with 
holy Jacob) a ſtone for a pillow to lay your 
bead on, God is in this place,and he thar ne- 
ver ſlumbers nor ſleeps, watcheth for your 
ſafety, while his Angels alſo are your life- 
guard and proteQtion: He is your arm every 
morning, and your falyation in time of 
crouble, Though all die and leave you, rela- 
_ tions, poſſeſſions, yet your God lives, who is 
cen thouſand rimes betcer, and able ro make 
it better to you than all the goods and eſtates 
in the world. Truft inthe Lord then for ever, 
inthe Lord Fehovab, in whom is everlaſting 
ſtrength. And then, ſhould you fall into the 
hand of mens violence out of char of Gods 
vengeance, while the enemies of 7aceb are 
RE 7 yu 
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The Epiſtle to the Reaaer, 
your hunters, you are ſure of the God of Ja- 
cob for your help, T his conſideration was that 
holy David bore up his recling ſoul withall 
under all the refleions of the wickeds pro- 
ſperity and enmity ; Whom have 1 in Heaven 
but thee * my fleſh and heart faileth, but God ts 
the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever. And in all the weights ot his owa ad- 
verſity, he incouraged himſelf in the Lord 
his God. And rhis was the infallibie pillar 
and foundation with which the Church un- 
der all her ruins, ſupported her drooping 
faich, even the eternity of God, Lam. 5.19. 
Thou, O Lord, remaineſt for ever, thy Throne 
from generation to generation, And Reader, 
it's the hearty op:ion of my ſoul, that choy, 
and all that read theſe lines, yea all concern- 
ed in theſe fatal ſtrokes trom che King on 
the chrone, to the beggar on the dung-hill, 
had the ſame comfort under Lepndons burn- 
ing, that holy David had once on Zrglazs ; 
even a God to incourage ihemlſelves in, who 
is, whac, and where he was,the ſame God to 
his forever andever, whea all perſons, pla- 
ces and creatures, ſhall not be what they 
once were,or be no more. This incourage- 
ment of all chem who fear the Lord, is the 
ſole defign of this enſuing diſcourſe, The 
Author-arending it no other than an anchor 
ro buoy up our finking ſpiries, or crutch, the 
better co inable co ſtep our limping faith. 4 
WA 37s (a 3 ) =: word 


The Epiſile ro the Reader, ' 
word in ſeaſon, is 4s apples of gold in pittures 
of filver. And he bopes (it you bave not al» 
' ready forgotten the hand of God upon you) 
be might find ſome advantage in this preſent 
addrels, our hearts under afflictions being al- 
waies more pliable,and apt to receive divine 
ſignatures and impreſſions. [a this your help- 
leſs, and almoſt hopeleſs ſtate the provi- 
dence of God ſeemed to call co him, as once 
the men of Macedonis to Paxl in another 
calſe,come over and help us. And though a 
ſtranger co moſt of your faces, yet being a 
fellow-ſufferer wich you through {the com+ 
mon ſpirit of Chriſtianity, his bowels could 
not but be inJarged with piry, and his heart 
inflamed with zeal and piety towards you : 
Andſeeing no other ftept before him)look- 
ed on himſelf as obliged to open to you ſome 
door of hope in this valley of tifconare.cnd 
afford you what afrer-help his poor talent 
could, to bear your preſent condition z bes 
come to you a plank after ſhipwrack, to 
bring your ſouls to a comfortable ſhore. And 
if his mite. may contribuce oughe to ſo bleſ- 
ſed and bappy an end, to any of you, or the ij 
people of God, he hach his purpoſe, who is, 


Your Supplicant at the Throne of 1 
Novemb. 5. Grace, ' and Servars in the 
1666, _ work.of the Goſpel, 
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Godly mans hope, 185 
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ith proof , to Gods people, who (25 if there were not 
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2. The manner, how to make our addreſſes, 22 


By Soul-abaſement and humiliation. 
Renunciation of humane help. 
Prayer and ſupphcation. 

Faith and believing. 
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4. Return towards him. 
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In endeavours to advance Gods glory, 
In communications to our Brethren. 
In their Soul neceſſities. 
Bodily neceflities. 
5. Confidence under tryals. 
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influence. 
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Preſently. 
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der the immediate vifitations of Gods own 


hand. 
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ibid. 


ibid. 
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t what ſpecial times may help be lookt for under 
the violences and perſecutions of humane wrath. 


hen Gods Cauſe, and the whole intereſt of Reſe. 
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hen all humane help diſappears and fails. bid. 
hen the enemies blaſpheme Gods Name, and in- 


ad (alt over his p-ople. 249 
278 hen their ſpirits begin to fink and fail. 250 
2 (pccially when truly kumblcd by their atfiictions, 
22 they ſcck him by faith and prayer. ibid. 
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dF. Tolinners. 
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lapſcd ſtate. 253 
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Yappy # he that hath the God of Jacob for 
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y of EW as the; Breaſi- of 
G onal he , Fans of Sugar, or 
Comb of Honey., as grateful 

> to the ai ble ſoul A man, and 
uch more the go the ron and cnl, lightened con- 
tence of a Chriſtian as the ra 4 is with, its 
atcx to the thirſty Traveller, or. the, Sun with 
ts light to the greedy. beholder. Felicity is the 
grand attractive of every appetite,and the common 
B logdone 
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loadſtone of all the defires of the Sons we men. 
Its generale votum, univerſalis| ſuppl, icatib, the unani- 
mous-vote, and unmverſal requcft of a)l mankind. 
Who will ſpew us any good, 15Janguage naturally 
ſpoken, *and almoſt worn. thread-bate by the 
mouths of all men, Fſal. 4. 6. Whatſocver other 
difference runs in the cutrerit of humane opinions, 
their afctiops herein ate all tuned unifons, 'and 
ehcir mufick is m*cohſort. As conformity to God 
in holineſs, is the moſj pezte& intendment, fo in 
happineſs, is the _ deſirable attainment of men 
and An it that "7 nat be hap- 
py ? oben they __ nogood i ſw, de- 
fire no co then#? Though few difdain 
Holineſs in_the way, all deſign happineſs in the 
end. Even the Heathens themſelves affected, as 
well as conceived,. a Prob Paradiſe, :a Phanatick 


fi "WP $ and þ pinels, as well as ane 
Nl aged. cy "citortained multiplicd of 


kk Rants Yin, ſome placing it in gilth of na- 


ture, others of fortune ( by them fo ca ted) a 
chizd, ſort, of mind: home in pleaſure, ſome in 
549d hbnours, othi i & 
coral, ah endow Ack all in ſome cx- t 
cernal ; nd 'outWard Biisfattigh, They 
brake tf fl, ind we 'gat the kernel; Le ran 
Rog the notign art are fpecu)ation, we arc 
5 d wh its 2 ual Re For having 
therwife rned Chriſt; 'twe Know and brheve , 
This toBeeternal hftonly, tb Know God 'in Je- 
fus Chnifi$ djitf that true Happineſs "is bound vp 
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end," the hi FR andchifeft good; fo tunes that 
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om the worlds votaries, Whom have I in Hea- 


|: but thee ? and there is none on Earth that I 
y irc in compariſon of thee. And the Church (e- 
eWSads him in this plealang difty , Lam. 3. 24. 
T 


be Lordis my mmm ſaith my ſoul, therefore will 
bope in him, Nunquam bene ſine te, nunquam male 
m te, faith Bernard{weetly, The gracious foul 
des it (elt never ill in his prefence, never well 
| his ablence. The Sun of Righteouſneſs makes 
ay in the fouls of the Saints, though all the 
ars of creature-confolation withdraw their light 
d influence; when notwithſtanding the bright- 
and molt glorious ſhine of theſe earthly glo- 
oxms, (under its tatal eclipſe) 2 p-rpetual night 
darknc(s invelops the foal, and covers its whole 
kWcavcns. Worldly evils may render a- carnal 
i-Wan miſerable, but worldly goods can never 
i-MWake aq holy. man happy. And as a Saints choiceſi 
:-MWappinclslies in God in a good day, much more 
aſWave they (en['d their felicity to be concerned in 
nWſWim in an evil day; when all other happineſles 
a-Wail, and fElicities vaniſh and fade, as a gourd of 
«-Mic night, or the morning dew betore the 
2) MWorchings of the riſing Sun. When God comes 
no blow upon our comtorts, and by the iretul 
reFWoks of his ſeverer providence , to frown on 
gWur ſpirits, neither the friends, nor things of 
* Mhc world, can add one cubit to the ſtature, or 
e-Montribute one mite to the meaſure of our bleſſed- 
wc; but in the ſaddeſt hour that befalls a Chri- 
li Win, of .lofs, croſs, trial and temptation, when 
at Whe barrel of meal is exhauſted, and the cruſe of 
nt yl ſpent, all ſccondary cauſes are at an end, all 
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creature-comforts at a poſe and loſs, all worldly 
relations and fruitions prove dry brooks, and bar- 
1en wilderneſſes, diſappointing the expcctirg 
Traveller, or like ſo many Lotteries, to which 
a mn gocs with an head full of hopes, but re- 
turns away with an heart full of blanks, utterly 
void of his cxpeCtation, then, and then alon 
true and ſure conſolation is to be tetched from 
the experience of God, and acquaintance wit 

him, who js the over and ever-flowing fountal 

of living waters. And therefore the Prophet 
here in this Pſalm,ſetting before us the vavity and 
emptineſs of all created helps and ſufficiencies in 
competition with, and compariſon of the divin 
fulneſs and alſufficiency, condemns all contidence 
in the creature to the very Hell; and adyances 
with the higheſt Encomiums, and moſi heavenly 
Elogies adherence to God, and depcndance upon 
him alone. He dchorts on the one hand from 
confidence m man, or any azm of ficſh, by Ar- 
guments drawn from their infirmity and vanity 
che mutability of thcir tempers, and alſo the 
fragility, yea reortality. of their ſtate. All created 
things have in them an utter incom.petency to ad 
mater heJpto a ſoul under any ſtrait or affliction, 
being finite and fading. For that mult be eternal 

and immutable, that muſt afford ſuccour and re-M 
lief under all viciflitudes of providence, all mu-W 


tations and interchanges 'of life, To paſs crea-W. 


tures moving im a lower orb, and take Princes 
elevated to the higheſt ſphear of dignity and cx- 
cellency here bclow, the beft and higheſt of men, 
yea (o many repreſentative Gods, the Viceroys 
end Vicegerents of that - infinite and eternal 

Majchy 
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ajeſty of Heaven and Earth, exalted to the 
itch of deputed by God, and r:pated Deities by 
en, yet even they are under the ſame predi- 
ment of changeable aff-Etions and diſpolttions, 
id eke of a mortal condition with other men : 
hough gods while living, th.y die as men, 2nd 
as Dugenes once told Alexander the great of 
hilip hi; Father ) their aſhes are not diltinguiſh- 
b/e from the aſhes of the common fort ; ſo that 
Darivs's memento te effe homizem, wherewith he 
»mmanded his Chamberlain thrice a day to 
ound him, wil ht them as wel as the comman fort. 
-n, though never fo able an4 potent, often- 
mes have neither power, nor yet will to help 
eir expeQants, their minds are uncertain, and 
er opinions unſtable as water; fo as, with Reu- 
1, they cannot excell. Inconltant thy arc to 
cir principles, profeſſions, refolutions, and ſtart 
1de,upon the leatt diverſion from their promiles, 
arpoſcs and intendments like a deceitful Bow. 
nd ſhould they hold even and fixed, cither their 
fe or ſtate may admit a change 3 the wheel now 
p (as Bajazet told him). may ſoon go down, 
hcy may fall fo far from the pinacle of power, 
nd turret of honour, as they may not be able to 
ve themſelves, much leſs their adherents and de- 
endants; ſuch is their inconſtancy and uncer- 
zinty. How ſoon can God clip the wings of their 
omp and bravery, and ſtain'the beauty and pride 
t their glory, fo as their excellency which 
acht up to the Heavens, and toucht the clouds, 
ay become as their own dung ? Fob 20.6. Their 
reath may ſoon be upon the wing, and take its 
ipht to eternity, and when they die, all their 
B 3 thoughts, 


np 
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thoughts, endeavours, counſels, all their dignit 
and fame, power and majcſty dies with them, ani 
there's an end of all their perfeQion. And there 
fore he concludes this with the Prophets counſe 
to Ceaſe from man whoſe breath is in his noſtril; 
And all this he expreſſeth to the life, wer. 3, & 4 
Put not your truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of ma 
in whom there is xo belp. His breath goeth forth 
be returneth to bis earth: in that very day ki 
thoughts periſh. 

But on the other ſide, he highly commends con 
fdence in God, ſhewing their bleſiedneſs that de 
pend on him; they ſhall be ſure never to mee 
with a diſappointment. Though men die, Goc 
ever lives; though they change, he changeth not 
with him is no varial leneſs, nor ſhadow of turning 
The eternity of Iſrael cannot lye, or repent : Hi 
15 the great Almighty Jehovah, in whom is ever 
laſing lirength, the immutable Rock of Ages 
and ſure dwelling-place of his people throughout 
all generations: A God who abides ever the {ame 
to day, yeſterday, and for evermore the true and th 
ever-living God; righteous in his judgements ha 
faithful in his promiſes, beneficent in his proviJ] ſe: 
dence, and providential diſpenſations z which, ig cc 
daily exhubiced towards all ſorts of perſons calaF} th 
mitous and oppreſſed, ſuſtaining, detending, gol fa 
verning and helping them in a moſt eminent and] of 
divine manner and that not in this particular, ol i 
that other age of the world, but for everſſl 
throughout all ages, in former, preſent, and ſuc} & 
cceding generations. And therefore its both far 
ſatcr and {yecter to truſi to the Creatour, than t 
repoſe m apy cxeature all which the Prophet 

| if evidenceeh 
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7idenccth in the ſequel of the Plalm, from wer. 6, 
> theend. / And ſo (to come to a cloſe 'of his 
ain Propolicion)) he poſitively affirmeth to all 
e worldy That though there be nothing but mi- 
ry and unhappineſs co be found in the'creature; 
Il fulnefs and blefledneſs dwells in the ever-living 
1d ever-loving God. In confideration whereot 
he Þſalmilt breaks out by way of Antithetis in- 
o this molt pathertical acclamation, and percmp- 
orily ſets down this infallible maxim , draws 
p this moſt comfortable concluſion for. faich to 
iveand feed upon, here in the words; Happy is 
be that bath the God of Facob for hu belp; &c. + 
la which words are obſervable two general 
parts ! A 
Firſt, A general and indefinite Propofition,. of 
omfort, Happy is be that hath Facob's God for his 
elp , whoever he be, he is really bleſſed. 
Secondly, A more particular: Expotiction and 
W1llufiration 3 or (if you will) a tacice impoſition 
of duty, whoſe hope is in the Lord his God, In 
the former, the comfortable Propolition, we 
have ſomething implyed, and ſomething expreſ- 
ſed. Two things are ſuppoſed, and ( being ; 
ff coucht in the buwels of the words) deducible 
thence by way of Illation or Inference. Firſt, A 
famous and ſignificant deſcription of God,the God 
of Facob. Secondly, A tacite afertion of the ſut- 
ficiency of his power and providence over, or his 
mercy and goodneſs towards his people. Their 
Help. 159] 
Firſt, A deſcription of God, and. that firfi. in 
reſpe& of his nature, or the verity and reality of 
his being and exiſtence, Ms is fiyled here by way 
| 4 © 
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of elegancy or emphalis, the God of Facob, Saith 
Mollerws, to diſcern and diſtinguiſh the true God 
of Iſrael from all Heatheniſh Deities, and to ex- 
plode all iRtitious gods and worſhips thereunto. As 
the true God is the God of Facob, fo the God of 
Facob is the only true God. He 1s God alone, anc 
there is no other beſides him. The gods of the 
Heathen are all vanity, they have eyes, and fee not 
ears, and hear: not, &c. Pſal. 115, 5, 6. But ou 
God is in the Heavens, and doth whatſoever 
pleaſeth, He alone is he, whom all mercy and 
good muſt be expected from, and (o all praye 
and ſupplication directed to. To whom ſhould 
- a People (eek, but unto their God ? his prerogative 
it is to hear prayers, and to bim ſhall all fleſh 
come. | 
Secondly, This Title or Appellation ſcrves al- 
ſo to deſcribe him in his ſpecial relation to his 
people. We finde him called by our Pſalmiſi, 
Pal. 132. 5. The Mighty God of Facob. He is in- 
deed the God of the whole Earth, but in a pecu- 
liar manner the God bf Iſrael, Matth, 15, 31. In 
Fudah is he known, his Law goes forth from Zzon, 
and his Word proceeds from Feruſelem. The Hea- 
then have not known his Law ; and although by 
thoſe veſtigiz creatoris, thoſe darker impreſſions 
made in creation and providence, they can feel 
- atter him, and fo trace his Divine Eſſence, yet 
they underliand little of his Law or love. And as 
wa ſpecial way he hath made himſelf known to 
his people ; (o he bears a ſingular reſpet to them, 
and takes a particular care of them. It's obſeryable 
: 28 Scripture, that he ſiiles not himſelf  frequent- 
_ ty (in hus xeyelations of himſelf to them )) the 
Me : Gog 
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od of Heaven and Earth ( though that alſo be 
tle full of incouragement ) but the God of Abra- 
m, Iſaac, and Fagob; as if he had born ſuch 
oice goodwill, and had fuch a peculiar carc 
r thole three men, as to over-look all the world 
ſides them, So near and intimate relation have 
ods people to him, as their intereſts are mutual- 
involved, and twiltcd in a reciprocal and co- 
2nant-bond, They arc his, he is their portion 
cir Bcloved is theirs, and they be his ; They 
e called by his Name , the, Saints are ftiled biz 
Joly Ones, and the Church 1s termed cxpreſly, 
briſt, Yea, he condeſeends to be called by their 
vemame he aſſumes the name of acob, Pſal, 24. 6. 
eſhri6i4 i4 the generation of them that ſeek bim, that 
ek thyface,O Facob, And of Iſracl too, Ezra 10.2. 
al-W'ct now there ws bope in Iſrael concerning this thing. 
11 nc very name Facob acquired upon his conqueſt, 
11,0. 32- 28. And that the whole Church 1s de- 
n-MWominated by, Pſal. 31. 3. Let Iſrael bope in the 
u-M-ord= Although he be the God of all by Creation, 
InÞ!! creatures being the works of his hands: yet 
Wc is the God and Father ct his people in Chritt; 
2-W's Father, and their Father, ob. 20. 17. Aud by 
ay of choice and covenant, Deut. 7. 6. For thor 
rt @ boly people unto the Lord thy God, the Lord 
by God hath cheſen thee to bs a ſpecial people to bim- 
elf above all people upon the face of the earth. They 
are 2d & T6gior© ,adGt vis megrnoingir,a people raifed 
toffand elevated above rhe ordinary make, and com- 
n, [mon fiamp of the reſidue of mankind. There 15 
lefla mutual flipulation between God and them, 
t-£ Deut. 26, 17, 18. Thou haſt avoucht the Lord 
this day to be thy God 3 and the Lord hath 
avoucht 
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avoucht thee this day to be his peculiar people 
The mutual Indentures of the Covenant ot Grac 
run thus; Te ſhall be my people, and I will be yo 
God, Ezek. 36. 18. Saudi quaſi ſanciti. AS God 
hath obliged himſeſf to them in bonds of merc) 
and loving-kindneſs, ſo have they reingaged them 
ſelves to him in bonds of duty and all 
giance. Who u this that ingaged his heart to a 
proach unto me ? may be underftood of Chrili 
or of true Chriſtians, Fer. 30. 21. One ſhall fa 
Iam the Lords; and.another ſhall call himſelf þ 
the name of Facob; and another ſhall ſubſcrib 
with his hand unto the Lord, and ſurname him 
{elf by the name of Iſrael, a metaphor from volun 
teers, who enter their names into the commor 
muſter-rolls, and engage into a (Sacramentu 
wilitare) a military Oath, tocleave to their Cap 
tain, and faithfully to follow their colours. So in 
deared an union and communion 1s between Gi 
and his people, as himſelf deſcribes it under th 
molt near and aff:Qtionate relation of Father an 
child, as appears in that gracious promiſe he make 
to David concerning his Son Solomen, 1 Chro 
17.13. I will be his Father, and he ſhall be m 
Son; by which interpellation he alfo treatet| 
David himſelf, Chritt , and all the faithfu 
Pſal. $9.26, 27. He ſhall cry to me, Thou a 
my Father, Alſo T will make him my firſt-bori 
Yea, becauſe a man muſt forſake Father and Md 
ther, to cleave to the wife of his boſom; he cour 
his people (though in their widowhood, and | 
under ſome ſeeming diſadvantages for reſpe& ani 
affection) with conjugal imbraces 3 and that nd 
by way of complement, as to what he intends 
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, but good aſſurance of what he aQually was, 
d is, and will be for ever, Iſa. 54. $8. For thy 
aker is thine busband, And as he (aid of that 
atcrnal, Newo tam Pater quam Caleftis, None 
ch a Father as our Heavenly Father, Nemo tam 
ater, nemo tam pins. So faith our Law of thoſe 
luptial Obligations, Uxor fplendet radiis Mariti. 
ods Church and People ſhine with the beams 
him, their endeared and ever-loving Husband: 
nd ſo much for the firſt, the deſcription of 
od, both in this his abſolute and relative conti- 
eration. 
Secondly , follows the implicit affirmation of 
e ſufficiency, or rather agency and efficiency of 
is Providence, together with the manner of its 
onveyance to his people. He is their Help, and 
nd fo as the God of Facob. Furſt then obſerve, 
ods influence and communication to. his, he 1s 
heir Help, or their Salvation, as the wprd' im- 
ports. Heis indeed a common help, an help to 
Wl, he bears up the Pillars of the Earth, and up- 
olds the reeling World and its Inhabitants from 
inking and periſhing, Pſal, 75. 3. The eyes of all 
hings wait upon him who 1s the great Almoner, 
he grand and bountifull BenctaGtor of Heaven 
and Earth; all live upon the univerſal Ordinary 
pf his infinite bounty, and are fed at his Prow- 
dential Table,” and none go triſtes ab ao, ſad from 
is preſence, that come to him , and call upon 
um. He helps the wicked ſometimes againſt the 
icked, yea the wicked againli the godly, when 
hey reb<ll againſt him, or run away from him : 
But yet in a peculiar manner he is their help 
(88a Saint hath him by way of propriety his wr © 
| . > 
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He is their help, and their ſhicld. Pſal. 115. 9g 
IO, I1. O Iſrael, truft thou in the Lord, be is thei 
belp, and their ſhield, O houſe of Aaron truſt in th! 
Lard. Te that fear the Lord, truſt in the Lord, 
8 . their belp , and their ſhield, Whether th: 
Church of God in general conſidered , or it 


particular members, they ſtand _— to trul bay 
in him, whether they be placed in higher ſphearh,;, 


of excellency, or in a lower Orb of activity; to 
different degrees as to worldly conditions make 
no alteration in his pternal Indulgences, and Fa 
therly diſpenſations. He is ſtyled the Rock of I/- 
reel, 2 Sam, 23.1. and the ſtrength of Iſrael, 1 Sam 1: 
15. 29. David ſp:aks fingularly, and by way ofiffl, 


appropriation, Pſal.5 4.4. Bebold, God 1s my helper vir 
he becomes a ſuitor and {upplicant to him upon _ 
the accompt. of his choice of his wayes , Pſa/M.. 


I19. 173. Let thine band help me. God is toffff. 
.his Pcople a ſhade for delight and ſolace, while 
they fit under the ſhadow of his wings, and h:s 
Banner over them is Love z and a Shield to them 
for defence, to ward off all blows of affliction, 
and ſtreaks of Calamity, while under his Feathers 
their Souls do truſt. 

Which point teing a neceſſary Preface, and 
preliminary Introduction to that which follows, 
as laying a juſt foundation for the Happineſs af- 
{&rted in the Text, I ſhall not paſs without con- 
fideration of, but opzn what is material therein 
in a fivefold Poſtulatum. Three of which Queries 
- will atishe the Explication thereof, and the two 
latter fall in its praQtical improvement and Ap- 
plication. | 


Fub, 


Firſt, Is what reſpetis may God be fiyled an belp 


bis pesple. \ 

Secondly, After what way and manner doth be 
Ip them ? | 

Thirdly, Upon what accompt, or for what rea- 
s doth he belp them ? 

Fourthly, At what fpecial times and ſeaſons doth 
moſt afford big help ? 

Fifthly, Upon what terms aud conditions may 
vine belp be expedied ? 


. Firſt, How, or in what regard may God be ac- 
Wuntcd an Help ? hey 

There are ; 64 things imply'd in the notion 
IF an Help, all which agree to Gods influence 


his People, wherein he appears ſo, and wheres 
"WW ic will be dcmonſirated that he is properly 
eir help. Supply of wants and indigencies 3 
ccour and relief under burthens and extremi- 
's ; Aid and affiſtance againſt encmics and ad-' 
r{aries: Redrels of failures and gilappoints 
Ents. 
Firſt, God is their Help in reſpeRt of ſupply and 
"Wovifion. Thus the Rich helps the Poor by ſup- 
ying his wants out of his fulneſs; and a man 
ps his Friend, by taking care to provide for 
5 neceſſities. The Lord thus helps his people. 
c is not a barren Wilderneſs nor a land of 
?Wought or darkneſs to them; but he deals gra- 
"Woulily with them, and-they have enough. The 
ord is the portion of their Tyberitance, be main- 
WW ineth their lot. The lines are fallen to them in plea» 
at places, and they have a goodly heritage. Upon ' 
is accompt he is ſaid to be their Sun, where, 
E is {aid to be their Shield, Pſal, $4. 10. a IM 
OT 
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for conſolation, as well as a Shield for protection. 
We finde the Apoſtle drawing up this Concluſion 
of Faith from the Promiſe z Heb. 13. 6. So that 
we may boldly ſay, The Lord is my Helper, Hc 
" ſupplyes all their ſpiritual wants by influence of 
the Promiſes, and all their temporal by the in- 
fluences of his Providence.  Godlinefs hath the 
Promiſe, both of this and the next lite. Accord- 
ing as his divine power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godlineſs, the Apolile 
hath it, 2 Pex, x. 3. He gives both Grace and Glo- 
ry 3 gives pardon.<f lin, peace of Confcience, fcnfc 
of his love,, 4nd affurance of his favour; the Spi- 
rit of adoption, a new heart, and a right [pirit; 
holineſs both habitual and aQtual, in the root and 
bloſſom. Grace , peace, comfort , quickning , 
ſtrength, eſtabliſhment, perfeRion are All his Le- 
eacies, freely beftowed , and gifts abundantly 
multiplyed of the heads and hearts of his people 
through Jefus Chriſt. To.'the ignorant Soul he 
communicates ſaving knowledge, to the unbe- 
lieving, faith ;"to the graceleſs, true picty and 
; ror He ſends light to them which are in 

arkneſs, lite to them which labour under dead- 
neſs, liberty to them which are captive and in- 
flaved by ſin and Satan. He cloaths the naked 
ſdul with the honourable robe of juſtification , 
and enriches the poor Confcience with the fine 
Gold of San&tification. The treaſures of Wil- 
dom and Knowledge are his free grant as well as 
the garments of Salvation. Every good and per- 
f& gift is a ray and emanation from him, the 
Father of lights, and fountain of life and happi- 
nels. He draws the beautifull features of Grace 
on 
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dn Souls whith naturally are no other than Mon- 
ters of deformity and imperteRion; and pours 
n the wine of ſpiritual conſolations into the 
carts of folitary and diftrefſed P:1]grims in this 
alley of tears, fo as paſling through the valley of 
Baca they dig up fountains (till... When the poor 
nd needy ſeek water, and there is none, andtheir 
ongue faileth for thirſt, be opens Rivers in high pla- 
es, and Fountains in the midſt of the Valleys, Ifa. 
11. 17, 18, And he feeds the hungry and periſh- 
ng with that heavenly and delicious Manna, which 
S able to nouriſh up their Souls to a bleſſed Eter- 
ity. David moſt elegantly under the notion of 
a Paſtor exprefſeth the ſufficiency of divine re- 
ict; Pſal. 23. 2. He maketh me be down th green 
Paſtures, be leadeth me' beftdes the ftill waters, - As 
a Shepherd, 'feeds, guides, comtorts,' and: defends 
is Flock, ſo doth God his People, allowing 
hem a ſuffictent Viaticam, untill thy come to 
he Supper of the Lamb, - Yea, ſuch is the exu- 
berancy of his goodndfs, as he ſupplys all their 
wants, according to the riches of bis glory in Chriſt, 
Phil. 4. 19. Neither doth he give them only the 
upper, but as Caleb did his Datghter, alfo'the ne- 
her Sprirgs. As hegives them a double portion, 
a Bexjamins Meſs in ſpiritual bleflings, ſo he is no 
Niggard to:them in temporal conveniencies and 
accommodations; but while he gives them himſelf 
for their portion, he''gives them theſe for! thelr 
paſſage. ''He hath entayled by way ' of Covenant 
on them, the Corn, Wine, and Oyl ; anoynts their 
ſteps with "Butter and Honey, feeds them with 
the fincit of the Wheat, And lets them drink the 
pureft blood -of the Grape , yea ſatisfies __ 
wit 
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with Honcy out of the rock. Hea.ſpreads their 
Tables out of his fulneſs, and overflows their 


Cups with his goodneſs , and. allows them not 
only for neceflity , but allo for delight and ati: 
faction. Thus Moſes of old with pureſt firains 0 
eloquence deſcribes his depaſture of Iſrael, Deur, 
32. 13,14. His hayc from him all things plen- 
tifully to enjoy, and alwayes ad ſuxttatew, though 
not ad voluntatem, a competency to ſuſtain their 
natures, though not a ſuperflyity to maintain 
their luſts, aud pamper their more (ſenſual atieRi- 
ons. The Lions of the World may ſuffer hun- 
ger, but Gods Lambs ſhall want no good thing; 
inſomuch that David dare give it forth for an 
. Experience, and undoubted Obſcrvation , Pſal, 
37. 25. 1 never ſaw the righteous forſaken, nor 
their ſeed begging bread. The mercies of the 
Throne are theirs, and no leſs thoſe of the Foot- 
ſtool, the benedictions of Gods heart, and cke o 
his hand, their portion. And if God condeſcends 
{o low as,tqo,ied the Ravens and cloath the Lil- 
lics of the Field, how-much more will this great 
Paterfamilias of Heaven and Earth take care of 
his own Famuly? If he be the Saviour of all men, 
much more of them that believe. And having 
right in the promile of ſuperadding all things to 
them while teckers of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
how ſhall chey be denycd poſſeſſion ? yea ha- 
ving given, them Chriſt and himſelf, how ſhall 
he torbeax to give them all things? For all 
is theizs , {ccing they axe his3 and | they may 
cry ,out with holy Athanaſius, Deus meys & om- 
#i4> our God, and our all. Though having 
nothing, they poſſe all things, ſeeing they 
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ſels him who poſſeſ{eth all things. Such is Gods 
lingular care and providence over them, that he 
blefſeth their modicum, while he curſcth the 
worldlings abundance; and, while extravagant 
man diminiſheth, and makes a little of much, tac 
omniprovident God multiplics, and makes much 
of his peoples httle ; as appears 1n Facobs inge- 
nuous acknowledgement, Creneſ. 33. 11, of Gods 
railing him even trom a ſtaff and a Scrip, a mean, 
low, and beggerly conditi n, and enlarging him 
into two bands. Yca, it turther ſupplies be cut 
off, and recruits tail, he husbands tor them the 
old fto.k, fo as it ſerves their journey through 
the Wi'!derne(s of this World, as he did Iſraels 
in the Delart, whoſe Cloaths waxed not old on 
their backs, nor their Shooes on ther tect. Nay, 
when reduced to greatelt ſiraits, fo as there ſcems 
no way of eſcape trom periſhing rather than want 
relief, he wiil work a miracle 3 of waich kind of 
operation we have many remarkable inſtances 
upon Record, both in facrcd and civil ſtory 3 
but theſe two' may content us to evidence its Ccr- 
taintyz even the multiplication of the Widows 
Oyl to fo ſtrange a meaſure, as to ſerve not only 
tor the maint-nance of her Family, but alſo the 
p:yment of her debts, and {(atitaction of all her 
Creditors, 2 King. 4.7. and tne incredible. and 
miraculous increaſe of an handfull of M: al, and 
a little Oyl in a Cruſe, beyond their natural ver= 
tue, ſo as to become a futhcicat ſtore under (e- 
veral years famine, 1 King. 17. 14. In famine, 
God redcems his people from death, and when 
all other Proviftions fail, he can rain down upon 
their Tents Bread from Heaven, as he did on 

C Iſrael, 
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Iſrael, no lefs than forty years together. That's 
the htrſt, God helps his people by ſupplying 
their wants and necefitics, | 
Secondly, An help imports defence and pro- 
teQion againſt enemics and affailants, Thus a 
man who becomes a ſecond to another, foiled and 
woiſted by reaſon of his impotency and jnhirmity, 
one that ſtands by another againſt his adverſary,to 
defend his right and cauſe,an Advocate thet main- 
tains the ſuit of his Client 3 a Prince that relieves 
his oppreſſed ſubjeRs 3 auxiliary forces that re- 
cruit afreſh a belieged City, or beaten Army, may 
be ſtiled helpers to them. And ſuch is God to 
his choſen. He that 1s the great Atl, who 
bears up the Pillars of the Earth, upholds them 
under all the cruſhings of humane violence, he 
kecpeth the feet of his Saints that they are not 
. moved, 1 Sam. 2.9. This Meſes moſt lively ex- 
prefieth in that rapſodical benediction of Jſrael, 
Deut. 33. 29. Happy art thou, O Iſrael: who # 
like wato thee, O people ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield 
of thy help, aud who is the ſword of. thy excellen- 
Cy ! a {word for affault, a ſhield and buckler tor 
defence. Solomon takes it as an 'anſwer of his (o- 
lemn prayer, even while he :s preferring it, That 
God will maintain the cauſe of his people at all 
times, as the matter ſha]l require, 1 King-8.59. 
Upon this account we tinde David in this Book 
ot Pſalms oft ſolliciting God for help, urging 
him to preſerve, fave, defend, and deliver him, 
Pſalm 22.11. Pſal. 70.1,5. Pſal. 109. 26, &c. And 
as praying, fo praiſing him for his help , Pſal. 
118. 13. Thou haft thruft ſore at me that I might 
fall; but the Lord belped me. Saul and his 
Courtiers 
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Courtiers bore againſt him, but God was a ſure 
{tud and pillar to his foul, that ſhored him up, 
and underpropt him agaizft all their rage and 
malice. Upon this account it is that we finde 
help and retuge in a conjun&tion, Pſal. 46, r. God 
u our refuge and ſtrength, a preſent help in trouble, 
And in this ſenſe God 1s his peoples help upon a 
more publ:ck, and alfo a more private account. 
Firlt, He 15 the help of his Church in the ge- 
neral, and that two manner of waies. He helps 
chem fiſt im:mediately, without the intervention 
of fecond cauſes, Deut. 33. 26. There js none like 
unto the God of Feſurun, who rideth gpoy the Hea- 
ven in thy belp, and in his excellexcy ou the sky. 
The eternal God is thy Kefug-, and underneath are 
the everlaſting Arms , aad he ſhall thruſt out the 
enemy from before thee, and ſhall ſay, Deſtrey them. 
God ſometimes goes on foot inthe uſe of inſtru- 
meyts, and way of means, for the ſalvation of his 
people; but here he comes 11ding (as it were) on 
horſe- back in a more fudden and immediate man- 
ner, leaping over the Hills, and skypping over 
the Mountains. Sometimes he works deliverance, 
but ſometimes only commands z3t. Thou art our 
King, O God, faith the Plalmilt, command thou 
deliverances for Facob, Pal. 44. 4. He unbares his 
own Arm, he puts on righteouſneſs as a breaſt- 
plate, and clothes himſclt with zeal as a cloak, 
and when he ſezs that there is no man, and won- 
ders that there is no interceſſor, his Arm brings 
ſalvation, and his righteouſneſs ſuſtains him 3 and 
the appearances and outyoings of his providence 
are ſo ſignal and conſpicuous, as digitus Dei, the 


finger of' Heaven appears , and every ſp<Fator 
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mult lay, Thu u« the Lords doing , Hol. 1.7. I wil 
have mercy on the beuſe of fudah, and ſave them 
ty the Lord their God, and will not ſave them ty 
bow, nor by ſword, nor by battel, by horſes, nor by 
borſe-men. Gods pcople many times ſec the fal- 
vation of men (morc of man than of God is vi- 
ible mit) but often they bchold the ſalvation of 
God. Strand till, faith Meoſes to Iſrael, and ſee the 
ſalvation of the Lord, which he ſhall ſhew you to day, 
The Lord ſball fight for yov, Exod. 14-13, 14. God 
now was in'the van and head of their Army ; The 
Lord thy God ſhall go befere thee: Sometimes 
went in the heart or body of it; The holy One «f 
Iſrael inthe midſt of thee : And ſometimes in the 
rear The glory of the Lord ſhall be thy rereward, 
Ia. 58. 8. Fow elegantly doth the Prophet ex- 
preſs Gods immediate conduct of them through 
the red Sea and Wilderneſs, Iſa. 63. 12. Where 
# he that Lrorght them up out of the Sea with the 
Shefherd of hu flock, , that led them' by the right 
hand of Moſes, with bis gloriow Arm, dividing the 
water before them, to make himſelf au everlaſtirg 
Name? God can xend the Heavens and come 
down, and make the Hills tremble. and Moun- 
tains flow at his preſence. The Sea ſaw it, and fled: 
fJoraan was driven back,, the Mount ains 5kapped like 
Rams, and the little Hills like Lambs ;, the Earth 
trembled at the preſence of the Lord, at the preſence 
of the God of Jacob; whoſe woice breaks the Oak) 
of Baſhan, and ſhakes the Cedars of Lebanon. God 
can blow on his enemues, and with one nretul 
frown of his providence,can lock them inte dcliru- 
Qton 3 as with one ſmile of his countenance took 
/ | his people into ſalvation. This is the Argument «t 
. Aſa's 
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Aſa's prayer to God, when that invincible Hof 
't a thouſand thouſand came out againſt him, 
2 Chron. 14. 11. Lord, it is n:thing with thee to 
belp, whethcr with many, or with them that have 
0 power, He can fave by many, by few; nay, 
yithout any at all, with means, without means, 
yca, aga n(t means can hc bring about his peoples 
ic}p and falvation. 

Sccondly, Mcdately, and fo he helps either by 
Anpclcal minittration, or by humane alliltances, 
irfſt, By the M niſtry ot Angels. They are all 
nuuttring ſpirits unto thoſe who are heirs of fal- 
ition. Not one linglc, but all the Angels are the 
hurches, and cvery particular munbers 1 tc- 
zuard, both their ſervitors and f{aviours. Thy 
hall bear them up in all their waies. Ther mi- 
aftration, though ſecret and mvilible, 15 moſt 
ertain, and powerful to the Church. They {crvec 
or her enemics ottence, and her own dct-nce. 
Vhen the four Angels were deltroying, we tinde 

inocher protecting, Kev. 7. 2. An Ang:l helps 

ezcekiah, by diltroymg Senacherits Army , 

Iſa. 37, 36. When Herod ſmote tne Chriſtians, an 
Angel of the Lord takes their part, and {mites him 
othe earth, AT. 13. The Angel of the Lord in- 
ampeth' round about them that fear him, and dc- 
wereth them, Pſal. 34. 7. So that there 1s no room 
tt toc deſtruction to enter. An Angel preſerved 
Daxzel in the Lions den, Dan. 6. 22, The Angel 
pf the Loxd ſtood in the bottom amongſt, the 
yrtle-trees, Zach.1. 8. They grow by the rivers 
de, Sea ſhore, or in the valley, and arc plants at 
low ſtature. When Gods pcople are at the 
oweltz then are they under the molt High, his 
C 3 ſpecial 
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ſpecial ſafegvard and protection. Gods Argels 
gave Facoba comfortable mectuug, when he was 
expectant of ſo fad a greeting trom his Brother 
Eſc, Gen. 32. When Elijah was 11 his ſolitude, 
an Angel of the Lord comcs to him with an 1n- 
couraging, repaſt and refreſhment, 1 King. 19. 5. 
Satan and his evil Angels may combine the Saints I cc 
delirucion , but Gcd and his good Angels take WW A 
care of their welfare and preſervation. We are WT 
oft on a ſudden delivered out of great dangers , WW FP 
not knowing how we came out of them, nor iſ | 
which way deliverance came, which 1s trom no IiÞ te 
other but their miniſtry over us. ſ] 
Secondly, By the affiſtance of men : And fo Il © 
God helps, firſt, by dire& and proper means, ap- iſ <' 
pointed by him to that end. Thus God raifed 
up Iſrael Saviours, Nehem. g. 27. He gave them I 
Moſes tor a deliverer, A@. 7.35. So Fepthah, Samp-Wll & 
ſon, Foſhuah, David, and others. God raiſeth up iſ Þ 
inſtruments to execute his temporal will and pro- ſl © 
vidence. When Tobias and Sanballat with others I > 
diſattccted , conſpired againtt it, God raiſed up ſſ " 
Ezra, and Nehemiah, who carried on the work i t 
of the Temple againſt all oppoſition. Rather 
than fail of inſtruments, Cyrus 15 Gods Shep- 
, herd, who ſhall perform all his pleaſure , 
Iſa. 44. 28. 
Seconaly, By improbable means, and very im- 
proper, God puts ſuch a ſpirit of valour into 
Davids breaſt, as he deſtroies monſtrous Gohah, 
and routs the Army of the Philiftizes. He cur- 
tails, and new-models Gideons Army to three 
bundred men, and by them overthrows a puiſ- 
{ant Hoſt. He marſhals the ſtars, and makes 
| | | cham 
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em in their courſes to fight againft Siſerg. 6 
The walls of Fericho fall down at the ſound of 


er MW Ramms horns. The Philiftiaes run at the noiſe on 
e, Ml the top of Mulberry-trecs, 2 Sam. 5. 24.” Earthen 
n- Wl pitchers are the trumpets which alarum the Mz- 


aianites. The ttretching out of Moſes's Rod be- 
ts Ml comes effcctual to divide the waters, Exod.14.16. 
xc I A very uulikely means to humane apprehention. 
re MW The Hornet drives out the Nations, ang the 
Plague, which one would have thought ſhould 
Or i have ruined the Jſraelites, is made Gods weapon 
o fl to expel the Canaanites, Hab. 3.5. One poor hire- 
ſhip breaks, and ſcatters in pieces an invincible 
of Armado. As the Fly and the Bee may be Iſraels 
»- | correctors, fo the Gnat Adrians deſtroyer. 
d Thirdly, By wicked means (or rather wicked 
mn | mcn) God makes uſe of bad men to do his people 
>- MW good. Fuda's Treaſon 1s a poiſon, out of which 
p | Þe makes a ſoveraign Treacle tor the ſalvation of 
z-  fhe world. Ehud a left-handed man becomes a 
's © Saviour to Iſrael, Fudg.3. Gibeomites become ler- 
pi viccable unto his Sanctuary. Troublous tunes 
k | forward the building of his Temple, Dax. 9. 
r | When no other helper could be found for Iſrael, 
- | God faves them by the hand of Feroboam the 
Son of Foaſh, i King. 14. 27. A traiterous Letter 
proves the Treaſons diſcoverer and bewrayer. 
- B That wicked men intend evilly God brings about 
7 for good to his Church. What the envious Bre- 
| thren of Foſeph meant for his ruin, God ordered 
for his riſe and advancement, Gen. 59. 20, He 
makes the wrath of men praiſe him, and the re- 
mainder of their violence doth he reſtrain, Pſel. 
76. 10, The wiſe horſe-man makes uſe of 1o 
ns C 4 much 
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' much of the horſes metal as ſerves to keep him 
in his pace, and carry him on his journey, and 
the remainder he bridleth. The wiſe God ufeth 
mans violence to his own praiſe. 

Fourthly, By contrary and deſtructive means. 
Clay and Spittle, which (if any thing does) one 
would: think ſhould daub up a mans eyes, and 
make him that (ces, blind , our Saviour makes 
uſe of to cauſe the blind man to fee by. The 
red S&a, which any one would have imagined 
ſhould have been the Iſraelits grave, became their 
way and thorow-tare, and by palling thorow 
(which a man would have thought had been 
the ready way to be drowned) was accompliſht 
the way of their &ſcape and deliverance. The 
Earth proves the womans midwite, and gives her 
a fate delivery, which in all probability might 
have ſmothered and firfled her conception 3 and 
ſwallows up the flood of perſecution, which the 
Dragon ſpits out of his mouth, which in all 
Iikelthood might have ſwallowed her up in a 
moment, Ker. 12.16, The three children ſhone 
by the lght of that Aame, by which (as to all 
humane expeRation) they muſt have been burnt 
and conſumed, Dan. 3. They were indeed faved 
by fire. When Gods people ſeem to run into 
the mouth of danger, oft times they fall into the 
lap of deliverance; and while others ſink as a 
ſtone to the bottom in the waters of affliction, 
they are born up by the bladders of faith and hope 
and as the Prophet Iſaiah glofſes elegantly on 
Iſraels paſſage thorow the vaſt Ocean as a Cauley, 
Iſa. 63.14. They are led thorow the deep as an 
horſe thorow the wilderneſs, that they ſhould not 
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umble. As abeaft go:th down in the valley, the Spi- 
it of the Lord cauſeth bim to, reft. - That's the 
r!t, he is an help to his Church on a more pub- 
ick account. 

Secondly, To his people in a more particular 
clation, and private capacity. And that cſpe- 
ally 5n a threefold regard. 

Firſt, Againſt their own home-bred enemies, 
he luſts and corguptions- of their own perfidious 
carts, There 1sa mylterie of iniquity acting in 
he treacherous heart of man. The belt of us 
arry about us an heart deceitful above all things, 
ven deſperately wicked, Our foes are our own 
1ouſhold, velis nols intra fines tuos inbabitabit Fe- 
uſews : we fight againlt ſpiritual wickednefſcs im 
ugh places. Many deſperate lufts, as unbelict, hy- 
pocritie, pride, &c, uſurp Chrifts Throne and 
z0vernment': But our good God by the help of 
Zrace, and his good hand upon us, inables and 
(its us againſt their batteries 3 fo that though 
hey combate, they ſhall not conquer; and 
hough turbulent , they ſhall not be prevalent. 
"onflitius licet miſerabils, quia non habet pacem, 
amen non damnabilis, quod perficit iniquitatem. 
{ug. This conflict may diſturb our tranquility, 
ut hinders the perfecting of iniquity. God 
aſlifts us by a proſperous gale of grace, while we 
1c rowing againlt the ſtream of corrupt nature. 
1s wind drives againſt that tyde. Grace caſts fin 


onarchs have their dominion taken away,though 
hey live for a ſeaſon. Grace helps againſt the 
power, at wellas the guilt of fin; and though it 
doth not hinder xe fit, yet xe obſit, and while ., 
ads 
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as the part of a ſlave, or a Tyrant, yet it cannot 
of a King. Triquities prevail wgainft us, but thou 
ſhalt do them away, faith the Plalmiſt, Pſal. 65. 3. 
And the Prophet ſeconds him, Micah 7. 19. He 
will ſubdue our iniquities, aud thou wilt caft all their 
fins wnto the depths of the Sea. 

Secondly, As againlt the firength of corruption, 
{o againſt the opſers and aſſaults of Satav. Thus 
God aflilied Paul with a ſuffictency of grace, 
2 Cor. 12.8, 9. And Chrift helped Peter, when 
Satan ſhot a whole broad-fide of temptations 
againſt him, he was his bulwark to defend him: 
when Satam preſſed hard upon him, and beat ſore 
againft him, he was his buttreſs to ſupport and 
uphold him. 


Non ignara mali, miſera ſuccurrere diſco, 


Is engliſhed by the Apoſile, Heb, 2. 28. Being 
tempted himſelf, he u able to ſuccour thoſe that are 
tempted, Thus the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himclf, 
when the evil Angels were muſtering their forces 
againſt him, the good Angels came and miniſtred 
to him; while they were cndeavouring to deliroy 
him, theſe took care to preſerve and comfort 
him. Tn an acceptable time God heard him, and 
in a day of ſalvation he ſuccoyred him. So when 
his Diſciples are purſfucd by Satan that mighty 
Nimrod, and beaten ſore Ns by temptations to 
blaſphemy, deſpair, preſumption, or the like, 
Chriſt becomes their Sanctuary from the rage 
and perſecution of that infernal blood-hound , 
and great deſiroyer of ſouls. When Satan food 
«the right hand. of Foſona the High-Prieſt, to 
interrupt 
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interrupt him in his Office, the Lord Chriſt 
comes and rebukes him, and tells him, This is a 
brand pluckt out of the hre, too hot for the De- 
vil to touch and tamper withall, Zech. 3. 2. It's 
reported of ſome holy men,as GryneW,and others, 
that the Devil on their death-beds made his ap- 
pearance to them, and challenged them to a com- 
bate, whnch they readily entertamed, only with 
premiſe of that promiſe to the diſputation : Tye 
ſeed of the woman ſhall break, the Serpents head. 
Chere 1s not ſo much venome in the tempt ation, 
as there 1s balſome 'in the promiſe. It the foul 
be once arked in Chriſts merits, they are to it as 
ſo many Cities of Retuge 3 vulnera Chriſti ſunt ci- 
vitates refugii, Bernard. This Lion may then roar, 
but he 'cannot devour z this Serpent may hiſs, 
but he cannot tting; this Dragon ſpit, but he 
cannot bite nor deſtroy. Upon this ſcore doth 
the Apolile not only give us a commendation of 
Chriſts ability, pity and fidelity, but alſo a fſo- 
lſemn invitation to come with boldneſs to the 
Throne of Grace and Mercy, and by our holy 
and humble Oratory beg help in the time of need. 
And though it may ſeem ſtrange and improbable, 
yet Gods people finde it an experimental truth, 
that they alwaies get ground and advantage, both 
by corruptions and temptations. Thoſe weeds 
ſhall not ſpoil the good corn, nor thoſe worms 
deſtroy the beautiful lowers of grace , though 
they may be in the field and garden of their fouls; 
but the ſight of both ſhall ſerve to humble and 
quicken them to higher attainments of hoknels. 
And though Satan ſnarls at, and wrangles with 
them, he ſhall neyer trapan them ont of their 
right 3 
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right; but bcing foiled in the diſpute, their 
cauſe will be the clearer, and worlted in the trial, 
their evidence the firmer and ſtronger. In all his 
winnowings, they loſe no one grain of grace, on- 
ly the chaft of corruption. 

Thirdly, Againii, or under all the enmity and 
oppolition of the world, {ecret or open of pic- 
tendcd friends, or protcſſed enemies z thei power, 
policy, envy, infulcncy, treachery, turbulency, 
rage and fury. Thus God helpt Moſes, fo that in 
memory theeof, he baptizeth his child into that 
very name, Exod. 18. 4. The name of the other was 
Eliezer (that 1s, my God 1s an help) for the God 
of my Father, ſaid he, was my help, and delivered 
me jrom the ſword of Pharadh. Thus God ſuc- 
courcd Feſeph, Gen. 4.9. 23, 24, 25 The Archers 
Chis Brethren, Potiphar and the Egyptian Cour- 
tiers) have ſorely grieved him, and ſhot at him, 
and hated him. But his bow abod: in ſtrength, 
and the arms of his hands were made ſtrong, by the 
hands of the mighty God of Facob — Thus he pro- 
mucth to help his Faceb, Iſa. 41. 10. He pro 
hibits him all flaviſh fear, For (faith he) IT will 
ſtrengthen thee, T will help thee, yea T will upheld 
-thee by the right hand of my righteouſneſs. Three 
various expretſions, to give him manifold affu- 
rance of divine maintenance under all humane 
malevolence. Firſt, he promiſes him inward 
heartning, but if his ſpirits ſhould fail, then he 
will fecond him in the conflict; and ſhould he 
not come off conqueror, yet he ſhall never be 
overthrown; for at leat he will uphold him. 
Nay, he will not only ſecure him from ſuccum- 


bency, but confer upon him viRtory z he ſhall not 
| | only 
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only eſcape breaking and cruſhinz by the moun- 
tains, but ſhall hiniſclt threſh them, and of a 
crawling worm, come off a victorious Prince, 
verſ. 14, 15, God will not only help his people 
2g410ſt the impoſtures of their own hearts, and 
Satans malignancy, but alſo the worlds violence. 
His promiſe runs, That bi arm ſhall ſtrengthen 
him, and bis band be eftabliſhed with him, The 
enemy ſhaK not exadi upon him, nor the ſyn of wicked- 
neſs afl @ him, Plal. 89. 21, 22. This Davidin his 
own perſon found blefſed and trequent experience 
of, whule he profefſeth, ( Bſal. 18.17, 18, 19.3 God 
to be his ſtay, his deliverer, and liter up of his 
hcad under great dangcrs, and many encmies. 
And hope hereot was the ground of Chritis 
triumph, even afſurance of his Fathers aſſiſtance, 
Iſa. 50. 7, 9. For the Lord God will belp me, there- 


fore ſhall I not be confounded. Behold the Lord 


God will help me, who u he that ſhall condemn me ? 
No matter what were his enemies, while God was 
his friend 3 or who his accuſers, while he was his 
Advocate. God 1s a ſure hiding-place, an home, 
an harbour, a rctuge, a ſhield, a protection, atan- 
Ctuary, an high Tower to his, yea a ſtrong hold 
in the time of trouble 3 and when their City ſhall 
be taken, they may betake themlclves and fly to 
him as their impregnable Catile. They are cal- 
Id expreſly, his bidden ones, Pl4l, 83. 3. not only 
m point of worth and excellency, but alfo for .ſ:- 
crehie and ſecurity. He 1s to them a ſhadow trom 
the heat, and a rcfuge from the ftorm, T/a. 25. 4. 
And what was ſaid of Chriti, is made good to 
them, Iſa. 49.2. In the ſhadew of kis band bath 
he hid me, In the ſhae of his hand are they 
preſerved 
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preſerved againſt all the ſcorchings of the hotteſt 
burning Sun of divine wrath, or humane malice ; 
and their fouls Skreened by their Saytours Righ- 
teouſneſs againſt the one, and his fatherly provi. 
- dence from the other. Yea, under the ſhadow of 
his divine, or thoſe Cherubims wings. of ſpecial 
proteqion may they (as the chickens do under 
the wings of the damm on the Kites approach ) 
hide themſelves ſecurely, till the dint of every 
calamity be over-paſtt, As the (weet finger of 
Iſrael tunes melodiouſly, Pſal. 57. 1. God is to 
his people both a pillar 6f cloud, and of fire, one .. 
to retocillate and refreſh them, and the other to 
preſerve and defend them in their journey to 
Heaven, through the wilderneſs of this world, 
(as Travellers are by it againſt wild beafts) Yea, 
a wall of tire round about them 3; a wall, to keep 
in their perſons, and of fire, to keep out their 
cn2mics : And in caſe they be yet fo deſperate as to 
venture on them, he yet beares them up on Eagles 
wings, far above out of their reach, or fight, 
Exod. 19. 2. His providence is to them an in- 
compaſling hedge, ſo that if there be not that 
Tatzas that muli deſtroy them (as the voice told 
Phocas, when cloſe barred up in his Maſters Pa- 
lace) they cannot but be ſafe. The eyes of the 
Lerd run to and fro the whole Earth, to ſhew himſelf 
ſtrong in the behalf of them, whoſe heart is perfed 
towards him, and what need they fear ſhipwrack Th 
(asthat Philoſopher once ſaid, when under fears ot 
drowning, he lookt up to Heaven in a bright ſtar- Th 
ry night, and beheld thoſe twinkling luminarics Dat 
belpang]! d imbroidering that heavenly Ca- N; : ; 
pangling and 1 o1dering Y trid 
nopy oyer his head) while they have {o many 
" eyes 


The Godly Pillar of Help. 


eyes of Providence about them. * The Keeper of 
Iſrael is always waking, though Enemies be great 
and mighty , many and numerous, yea ner at | 
hand , they may tlecp {wectly and comfortably, 
as Alexand-r once did when in great danger of 
an approaching adverſary, becaule Parmenio, his 
chict and vigilant Captain watched : or rather 2s 
David did when compaſſed about with an Army 
of ten thouſands at Jcalt 1n imagination , being 
then alſo hemmed in and incloſed by divine pro- 
tection. God is a defence to his Peoples glory 
againſt all that riſe up againſt them, Pſal. 32. 7. 
What ſweetne(s and latcty doth holy David en- 
gage to his own heart in confidence of divine 
oy lateguard, Pſal. 31. 20. Thou ſhalt hide me in the 
ecret of thy preſence from the pride of Man , Thou 
halt keep them ſecretly in a Pavilion from the ſtrife 
ef tongues. God is his Pcoples Aſylum trom the 
heat both ofhand and tongue-perlecution by their 
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0 Wadverſarics. 

” MW Now God helps his People again(t their out- 

> {ward Encmics divers wayes : Either 

"BW Fri, By preparing for them places of receſs, 

F where the Enemy cannot finde them. Thus God . 
ſecured Elyab from Ababs fury , when he ſent 

7 Wan Inquilition after him, throughout the whole 


; Land of Iſrael, 1 King. 18, 1c. He returns with 
20 | Neon inventus, and like one that ſeeks a Needle 
in a bottle of Hay, beſtowed his labour in vain. 
| Thus the Lord in a perſecuting time hid an 
9 Wbundrcd of his Prophets by the hand of Obadiab. 
Thus under Sauls violent rage againli ianccent 
David ( which made him purſue him as a Par- 
tridge on the Mountains) God p;ovided PRs, 
0 


The Godly Pillar of Help. 
of retirement for him,, ſometimes in a Cave, 
ſometimes in a Rock or ſtrong hold, now in the 
Wilderncls, now at Naieth, and anon in thc 
Land of the Ph:liftinesz; erewhile in this, erc- 
whulc in that place, fo as he was kept out of the 
reach of his rage, and eſcaped the, violence of his 
imended tury and malice againſt him. He was 
as a man upon the top of an high Mountain, 
out of the reach of gun-ſhot, or any danger but 
what might come from Heaven; or as one upon 
the top of an high Rock in the midit of the Sca, 
able to ting, to triumph, to out-brave, and bid 
dehance to all the raging ſurges, and temp-iuous 
billows, that beat againſt him; to which him- 
ſelf alſo alludes , Pſalm. 61. 2. When my heart # 
overwhelmed, lead me tothe rock which is higher 
than I. Thus God protected Feremiah the Pro- 
phet, and Baruch the Scribe, Ferem. 36. 26. 10 as 
the: Kings ,Serjeants dare not arre!t him. When 
Herod (ought Chriſts life , and would have be- 
come Murderer ot him who came to be his $a- 
viour, an Angel of the Lord comes and gives 
his Parents private intelligence about the Ty- 
. rants bloody intentions, and advertiſeth them to 
£0 into Egypt , which was made his Harbour 
and Receptacle till he was dead and gone, and 
{o he kept out of his Clutches, and etcaped his 
barbarous and bloody hands. Math. 2. 13. Thus 
the Woman (a type of the Church) had a privi- 
ledg'd place afſign'd her and prepared of God for 
her in the Wilderneſs, whether ſhe was to flee, 
and be fed there a thouſand two hundred and IÞC 
threeſcore dayes, Revelat. 12. 6. Thius in the 1 © 
Teh Perſccutions , and the late Marian dayes, 
many 
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any Profeſfors and Confeſors of the Truth lay 
jormant in Wood-ſtacks, Hay-ſtacks, and the 
ike, till the fury of the perſecution was.over aid 
zone much like.thoſe Primitive Worthies, who 
were conſtrained to depart the (ociety of men, 
nd live like beaſts. in Wilderneſfſes , wandring 
bout in ſheep-skins, and goat-skins, being deſti- 
ute, afflicted, tormented, in Defarts, Mountains, 
Dens' and Caves of the Earth , of whom the 

orld was not worthy. Under the greateſt rage 
ad foreſt opprefſions of the Church by Anti- 
hriſt and his' followers, God alwayes had a few 

ames reſerved, who bowed not the knee to his 
dolatrous Worſhips and Inventions. 

Secondly, By abating the natural force, and 
nnate violence of deftrucive evils, As God fome- 
mes alters the courſe of nature in order to his 
.nemies ruine, makes waters aſcend, and lick up 
he old * World, fire deſcend on Sodom, the Earth 
pen her mouth, and ſwallow up Korab, Dathan 
nd Abiram, the Earth diſcloſe her blood, and 
omit it up, no more covering her ſlain; fo 
dcherwhile 1n order to his peoples preſervation. 

hen Pharaoh and his Egyptian Holt had intan- 
led Iſrael as in a net, fo as to avoid them they 

ere forced to take the Red Sea, which asto all 
umane expeRation mult have ſunk and drown- 
d them, God makes it but a Ferry for them to 
wim over, or ſhallow Foord to wade through, 
nd fo paſs on their Journey to Canaan, When 
fonah was ſwallowed up of the Whale, whoſe 
bowels in all probability would have been his 

ombe to interr him,. God gives him'a Vomit; 
and makes him Meddtel "7200 and inſtead of 
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to keep him alive, and dchver hum (ate on ſhoar, 
The three Children who were by Nebuchadnez- 
Ziars decree and, order caſt into the fiery Furnace, 
in which nonc could imagine but they muſi be 
burnt to aſhes, God mak-.s 1t a Sun only to re- 
freſh and comfort them inſtead of a flame to con- 
ſume them. Not one hair of their heads was find- 
gcd, nor theis Garments changed, ncither did 
the ſmcll of the Fire reft upon tham. Dan. 3. 25. 
The very hairs of their head were indeed num- 
bred. When Dayiel by Darius's Commandment 
was thrown-into the bottom of the Den of Lions, 
whoſe ravenous and dcyguring nature one would 
have thought with their greedy and whettcd ſio- 
macks, ſhould have opened their g:iping mouths 
wide to receive {ſo welcom a moricl, an Angel " 
muzzles them , ' that he became not a prey to , 
thoſe maſierleſs Creatures, to which his accuſers 
became their Sacritice, and cruſht between their 
cruel grinders bcfore they could once open theix 
b-- own mouths for Mercy Theſe noble Worthies 
b had thoſe Promiſcs fulhiled in the Letter 3 Whey 
2 thou walkeft through the Fire, thou ſhalt wot be 
burxt , nether ſhall the flame kindle pon thee, 
Ifa. 4.3, 2. Thou ſhalt tread upon the Lion and Ad- 
der ; the young Lin and Dragon ſhalt thou trample 
wander thy feet. The Apoltics Tcxt hath here ics 
"= fall and clear Comment, Helr, 11. 33. By Faith 
E--. they ſtopt the Mouths of Lims , and quenched the 
R- violence of Fire. . When Evils and Enemies (like 


—_—F © many Leviathans )) ruſh upon Gods p-ople, he 
hee; ſomcrimes puts a bridle an their jaws,  and;an 
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ut o much painted Fire, or as dead Lions that 
annot hurt them. God can bridle the natural 


4 orce of Fire, Seas, Beaſts, or ought that intends 
- urt to his People. 


Third!y, By preventing and diſappointing the 
Jeligns Bt wickednels againſt them. The God of 
y Mercy ſhall prevent me, faith David, Pal. 59. 
o. by the early Influences- of his own Mercy, 
nd timely diſcovery of * his Enemics miſchief. 
God let's not the weapons. formed againſt his 
droſper , but cauſeth the wick«dnefs of the wic- 
ed to come on their own head, and their vio- 
4 Wnt dealing upon their own pate. And when 
hey themſelves do not , Gods Pcople do efcape 
he intended dettrution. God gives warnings 
ind Iterns to his, before the World can ſhoot off 
heir murdering pieces agiinft them, He either 
altens ſtrong mliinds and impreſſions ofumminent 
langer , or gives them timely notices and figni- 
cations,” which are as ſo many hands in the way 
o dire them their paiſage, or way of eſcape. 
\s ſometimes he hides a Moſes from - Pharaohs 


F ruelcy by the hand of the Midwives, and ſecures "14 
© Wh Spics in peace by the hand of a Kebab ( Hebr. "Y 
? 1. 31, 33- ) fo ſometimes advertiſeth a David 
, Wy Jonatbans Arrows ( which though inarticu- 


ately, yet ſpeak ſignificantly his concernment ) _ = 
0 ke haſte rom Saul rage: And HO by a _ 
Meſſenger to flee from Fezabels fury, and run for & 
is life, 1 Sam,20. 1 King.19. Whem Achitopbel 
had contrived Davids ruine , H»ſhai gives 

Intelligence, 2'Sam. 17.16. When Hanan had 
onfpired Mordecai's and the Jews total extir= 
ation , and- fatal deſtruction , God in his wiſe | 

: D 2 Providence 


wo # F ; 

EDEN NE PTY © dr 
<> Bo I res PIT Et Ee” 
Y LE 3 T; / ORD TIE 7 bn. 4-305 


1 9 0D _ > _ OI” 0 


7 


: _ _ Rte OR Ls; 4 3. et war We MPT ST, bh AIST 6 OK job 4 ES, +> $+*5 * 
AC bl OY KS - yz A uu =o F pe £5 
_; S 3% v1 7-2 F P OSS, INNS PLS 5 at OS , x ” 
E % ORR bk »-—x po - £8 C; Set” ou wh 5 
* . , 1 
| h » 


Providence ſo ordered the Decree about it , as 


there was upon a Twelve-months ſpace between 


it and the Execution, ſo as reſpite was given for 
flight and evaſion, and alſo for application to the 
Perſian King for its Reverſion 3 In which ſpace 
ſuch efteual means was uſed, as the rume in- 
tended againfi the Fews light on the head of the 
Enemy, and Haman changed with Mordecai his 
advancement in Court for that on a Gibbet, 
which' he had prepared for him. Efth, 7. ult. and 
cap. 8.15. When Paul was apprehended by the 
Fews, and the facriticing knite of death putting 
to his- throat , the chief Captains Advent in the 
Interim occaſions his reſcue and reprieve from 
their purpoſed Execution. AQ. 21. 32. And fo 
again, when more than forty Blood-hounds waat- 
ed for his precious life , longing like fo many 
Leeches to ſuck out his heart-hlood, having bound 
themſelves in a deſperate and deveclliſh Oath, or 
banned themſelves into an Obligation, to make 
him their Sacrifice , his Siſters Ga certifies the 
Centurion , who carries him away by force out 
of their hands upon the young mans information; 
ſo that , though in very great danger of his life, 
he elcaped ſafe. A&. 23. 20. It's lioried of Au- 
ftin, when at a certain time the Doxatiſts had con- 
ſpired to butcher him in his journey home, Gods 
Providence dirc&s him a contrary way , and he 
(who once in a Sermon by the loſs of his matter 
won a Soul, now.) in his travail, by going out 
of his way ſaved his life, The People of God 
many times when under fears of ſurprizal , or 


_ treading upon the very brink , and precipice of 
danger, in the way of their duty, have been 
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ſnatcht out of the mouth of the Lion , and when 3 
even turning to dcſiruttion, have been remanded MY 
back with a Return ye children of men. 5 . 
Fourthly, By diverting evil men in their fu- 
rious executions, As no plot of darkneſs fo deep, 
but God gives his people ſome light of it even 
when the train be laid, and there wants nothing 
but Give Fire : So no reſolution fo firm or fixed, 
t, MW but he can put a flop to it, God can Cut off 
nd I even the Spirit of Lions, and make the heart of 
the W an Egyptian tremble at the ſhaking of a leaf; 
diſpirit and diſcourage wicked men in their un- 
hel godly enterpriſes, and if not, yet divert, fo as if 
xm i cheir courage and heart holds good and fails nor, 
Nl yet he finds their hands other picking-work. J 
it-M When Phargob is marching m his full carier, and . (7 
ny Wl driving furiouſly againſt Gods Iſrael, with a Sic 4 
nd 8 »0/o in his mouth, I will purſue, I will over-take 
or and divide the Spoil, God can take off his Cha- 
ke MW riot-wheels, and fo (mite him in the hinder parts, 
he as he ſhall drive heavily, and be glad to retreat 
uti and go back ( if he might ) as faſt as he came. 
nn; When Sau! grows outragious,againli David, and 
e, Wl was mad of taking him , being fo earneſt and 
u-W cager in-his purſuit, that he ſolemnly avoucheth, 
n- that if he were in the land, he would ſearch for 
ds him through all the thouſands of F#dab, and by | 
ic ſearch had found him, and compaſſed him round - 
:r Ml about, got him in a nook, a pound ( as it were ) 
it and he thought he was cock-ſure of him, comes 
d Bf ſudden news of an Invaſion by the Philiftines , 
r M which diſpatch makes him defiſtthis purſuit after 
ff 
n 
it 


a ſingle perſon, and take care about his Land, 
When proud inſulting Sexnacherib comes out 
8 D 3 _ aanſt 
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againſt J»dab, fall mouth, God ftaps him by th 
overthrow of an Ange}, ſo that he came not in- 
to the City, nor ſhot an arrow there, nor came 
before it with Shields, nor caſt a bank againſt it 
but by the way that he came, by the ſame he re- 
turned, Iſa. 37. 33, 34. God hath all his Peoples 
enemies, Satan' and his Inftruments, not only in 
the Chain of a finite Nature, but alſo a powerfull 
Providence, and can hinder them not only from 
doing all they would, but all that otherwiſe they 
could againſt them, 

Fifthly , By convincing the Adverſary- of hi; 
Peoples Integrity, and reconciling them to his 
People. They that fear the Lord, he hath ſaid, 
He will make his Enemies to be at peace with 
them, ſo as they ſhall fay as the King of Fudab 
to the King of Iſrael, I am as thou art, and m) 
Horſes as thy Horſes; or as Abraham to Lot, Let 
there be no Controverſie between us, becauſe we are 
brethren. He can not only divert their hands, but 
convert their hearts. The hearts of all men arc 
in his hand, and he can turn them as the Rivers 
of. waters. He can enamour thoſe that dwell in 
Sodom with the excellency of the Citizens of $70y. 
He can make a Balaam who comes out with an 
intent to abaſe and curſe his People, break out 
mto higheſt ſtrains of admiration and bleſſing. 
How goodly are thy Tents O Jacob, and thy Taber- 
wacles O Iſrael ! Who can count the duſt of Facet, 
and the number of the fourth part of Iſrael? It's 
God's promiſe to his Church, Iſa. 45. 14, Thu 
faith the Lord, The labour of- Egypt, and Merchan- 
dize of Ethiopia , and the Sabeans ſhall come over 
#0 thee, end they ſhall be thine, and they fall ”_ 
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after thee, in chains they ſhall come over : And they 
ſhall fall down to thee, they ſhall makg ſupplication 
to thee, ſaying, Surely God s in thee, and there i 
none elſe, there is no God, A ſtrange and prodi- 
gious reſpect ſhewn to the Church by exterous 
Nations, and to her M:mbers born there, God can 
ſo captivate linners with the Beauty of the Saints 
graces, as they, wha were their Oppoſers, ſhould 
now think it their duty to become her Suppli- 
ney cants, and their Perſccutors eſteem it their ho- 
MW nour to be not her Penſioners only, but her Per 
his foners and Captives. The Miracle done on the 
his three Children , extorted an acknow'edgement 
1d, from the Heathen King, of the truth of th-1r God 
Un and Worſhip, and changed his minde, Dan. 3.28. 
ab and Daniels deliverance, of his M:jclty and King- 
"x dom : And the Apoſtles Miniſtry and M-racles 
LA drew forth the Peoples Conft-ilion, Toeſe are the 
ne Servants of the living God. Ye:, whole Armies 
ut when coming forth»in the heat of their rage, have 
rc thrown down their weapons at the apprehen(i- 
15 ons of the goings forth of the God ot the Chyi- 
wg ſtians; and as Iſrael to Benjamin, wept over the 
"By necks of thole whom they purpouſcd to tread upon, 
ng So cficual is the ſenſe of Religion, as where it 
ut doth not convert, it doth at lcaſt reſtrain , and 
SW bridles the patſions, where it reconciles not. the 
-W affections, It is cafic, and hath bcen ordinary 
VM with God, to incline the hearts of Enemies, and 
SW turn them towards hjs Pcople. Thus God dealt 
I with Facob, when Laban purſu'd him, he did-in- 
'-W tenerate his heart, Geneſ. 31. 29, 42. with Joſeph. 
TW when his Mafter on the talſe Informations of 
Miſirels, impriſoned him, he found favour in the 


". 


fl OFT © 4 * 
Foe yg A I 
"oh 
gs 
p . 


. a. +) 
Pro ” Kitt 
« * 
- X = 
: cS$ Kt. ; . 
ws 7 
* 
4 4 
, +0. > 
s R ; «4-6 I; 
. : C - L 
. = - + 2X p, 3, s 
. * IH : Þ. 4 Pee ng y 
A . » < N BP. £208 
= 4 C4 S-- 4+ 
Be | INST E. : MS a 
id L [2 + 
- y 6 


. PRESENT" AIN4 
4s. - 0% + 1* 
< © 7 
4 F, \ 29 5 


& , o 
P Er" DRY 8 : : ” 1 
ARCS Bae St RT EB de Ys 
tos... $226 _ 4 ATIER- Wage ON ts HE TITER 4 23; Co es { 
2 hy RY Sr. . , % 33 *;, V 
Ff Wes $6. E..s £ % 15 KY , : &/ oo 
= IT ag 4 > ww 4 E 
o 4 - 4 el © AY, * - n / . 
28" wha. LE = » i 
* o 
* Y 


-—-'  _- eyes of the Keeper of the Priſon, Geneſ, 39. 21. 
: Plalu1os. ard fo when he was forgotten by Pharaobs But- 
EE PP ler, and <nvied by his Brethren, he found great 
A reſpe& and honour in the Egyptian Court, Gen, 
41. 40. So Eftber, Mordecas, and the people of 
the Fews, though ſentenced by a wicked and un- 
righteous Decree to utter deſiruftion, found not 
only (upon her applications, and the Kings In- 
quilition into the Rolls produced, containing the 
record of his former ſervice) a relaxation: of the 
ſentence, and the one great Preferment , while 
the other ſure eſtabliſhment ; but an Order and 
Expreſs under the hand of that Perfian Monarch 
for the Temples re-cdification. $0 Daniel, when 
the Princes and Courtiers ( who maligned, and 
fplecn'd his advancement }) turned informers of his 
Non-addrefles to the King,and his addriefles to his 
God, God works a Miracle for him, rather than 
they ſhall work him out of favour ; And as his In- 
terpretation of dreams gat him his honour, cap. 
2-46.10 theſe ſignal appearances on his behalf kept 
and retained him it, cap. 6. When Iſrael had their 
Exit from Egypt, God ingratiated them to the 
Egyptians, fo as they lent them Money, Raiment 
and Jewels to bear their charges through the Wil- 
derneſs, Exed.-12, 35, 36, When they were in 
their travails , God fenced off all: injuries from 
them; be ſuffered no man to do them wrong, PÞial. 
IO5. 14. And in their bondage and thraldom, 
he made them to be pitied of all that carried them 
 Captives, Pſal. 106. 46. God promiſeth well- 
entreatment to his People by the Enemy in the 
time of afflition, Ferem. 15. 11. The Laird ſai 
Peril, i ſhall be well with thy remnant, verily. 
y” - ol dt 
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oth God make good this his promiſe in all ages, 
s the Apoſite draws it up into an adage, 1Pet.3.13, 
ſlud who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers 
f that which is good ? God can on a ſudden pour 
orth a ſpirit of unity and harmony, abate all 
euds, jealoufies and animoſities, and make men 
f the ſame ' mind in an houſe; of ſtones he can 
aiſe up children to Abraham ; of a rugged Jaylour 
e can make a kind Hoſt, the greateſt oppoler, the 
hiefeſt Confeſſor. He can either deny power or 
dpportunity, means, or hearts to do his people 
iſchief, He can cither turn their enemies hearts, 
dr weaken their hands. 

Sixthly, By turning all the evil intended 
gainſt his people, to their good and advantage. 
r's the ſtanding promiſe, All ſhall work together 
or goodto them who love God, Rom. 8. 28. And 
ods performarices/ are anſwerable to his pro- 
ſes. Out, of the eater God brings meat , and 
ut of ghe ſtrong ſweetneſs. "The wiſe Phylician | 
dot Heaven makes the pureſt Treacle out of 
he moſt dangerous poiſon, | The ſharpeſt 
edged ſword of an enemy he anoints with balm, 
o that even while it cuts, it heals, and while he 
hinks to let out the precious life, he only takes 
away the corrupt and ſup:rfluous blood, and in 
ead of killing the perſon, only cures the im- 
poſtume, dum pungit, uugit, as Bernard ſpeaks. 
he hotteſt fixes of humane wrath, do but refine. . 
the Saint into a more ſpiritual temper ; they burn 
up indeed the drofs and: ruſt of corruption, but _ 
periſh neyer z golden grace, but rather-make it 
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ſhine with a more radiaft luſtre, and choagh t 
Sun of perſecution looks upon them, yea the tu 
nace be ſeven times hotter than uſually, yet th 
erial of their faich comes off with advantage 
and is found for praiſe, honour and glory.'. T 
deepelt and higheſt ſwelling waters of mens m 
boilterous rage, do but ſcour them into t 
greater wiutencſs of p.rity and holineſs. Th! 
flail of humane violence ſerves only to beat then 
the clcaner out of therwy husk, God is @ wil 
Chymiſi, thac extracts gold out of the courld 
m:tal, and grace a divine hmbcck, that make 
ſweet waters of the ſowreli herbs. The oppre 
ſions of the world conduce to Gods peoplcs {pi 
ritual advantage. They do their fouls good, Then 
Chains are more beneficial than their Crowns, and 
their Croffes more wholeſome (though it's hkt 
not {o toothſome ) than their Comtores. As thi 
collifion of ſtones, occalions the* ſparklings for: 
of light; fo the knocks they meet with abroad. 
the world, the ſhine of their graces, and (as hi 
. id). ſchola cracs, luci; they never meet wit 
more light than in the darkeſt dungeons 
worldly diſconſolation. They atwaics taſte (whet 
the bicterncſs of mans wrath) alſo the ſweetnel 
of Gods love: Andalfo to their outward goo 
mn the end, As wicked mens violence 'alwaies de 
termines in their (own ruine: In the net the 
prepare for others, is/their own foot taken, an 
18 che yery fame pit they dig for the righteous, dc 
they fall themſelves. So the ſufferings of the 
Saints alwaies end in their rife and adyantageous 
recovery : evil flaies them not, as it does the 
_- wicked; but if God in his wiſe ap 
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dulgeth them nota total .immunity and ex- 
-mption, he grants then at leaſt a ſanGified uſe, 
and a fair come-off, yea, a glorious ifſue, a clear 
nftance whereof we have in Foſeph, out of his 
pwn mouth, Gen. 50. 20. Where ſpeaking in re- 
erence to his Brethrens fale of him, he thus be- 
peaks them, As for you, ye thought evil againſt 
e, but God meant it unto good, to bring to 
pals, as'it is this day, to fave much people alive. 
cix purpoſes of deſtroying his ſingle perſon, . 
ere iſſued with the ſalvation of the whole family, 
if not the whole Land. And likewiſe in Fob, 
with whom the Devil made a ſad and black be- 
pinning, but God made a fair, a comfortable and 
bleſſed end. As the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Fames 5. 11. 
e have heard of the patience of Fob, and ſeen the 
end of the Lord: That he is very pitiful, and. of 
ender mercy. So effectually doth God work all 
for the good of his people, as he reconciles all the 
ſeeming contradiGions of his providence to his 
promilte. Though Iſaac was once nigh being no 
child, yet God makes him the Father of many 
Nations. 7 «cob's hard uſage by his Uncle Laban, 
ends in great reſpe& and kindneſs, as appears by 
his profeſſion, and affeRtionate defire of his fiay * 
and company, Gep. 30. 27. If a man meets his 
enemy, ' will he not ſlay him? and yet God fo 
overcomes the heart of Eſau, inclines him to- 
wards his Brother Facsþ, as inftead of killing, 
he kiffſeth and embraceth him, Gen. 33. 4, Such 
15 the power and efficacy of divine operation, as 
turns foes into friends, oppoſers into familiars, 
envy into- admiration, curſes into bleſſings, .ma- _ 
lice into beneyolence, execrations into oppo 


and acclamations,, wrathful. reſolutions into kin 
flutes, and bland compellations, 1mprecatio: 
into apprecations, the utmoſt indignations cor 
ceived into the fulleſt ſatjsfaRtions, and highe 
benediQtions : So that if enemies will not con 
mend, they ſhall haveno- powerzor will «0 cor 
demn ; if they will do them no , they (: 
have no heart todo them any hurt. We m1; 
think all things are againſt us, as Facob once tol 
his Sons ( Gen. 42. 36.) upon the parting witl 
his Son Benjamiy, but the letting go his Son wa 
the. only way of ſaving himfelt. When Dau 
ſcemed neareſi the grave, then was he nigheſt thi 
Crown. The Iſraelites wilderneſs (though ſom 
what about) was a dire& road and line to Co 
n4an, Whither they were journeying. We bring 
oft-times the greateſt cvil out of the greateſt good 


ſuch is our corruptionz but God 'brings the 
greateſt good out of the greateſt evil; ſuch i; 
his goodneſs. Let the Apofile conclude this ir 
his general concluſion of comfort, both as to fin 
and aMlition, Row. 8. 31, If Godbe for ns, wh: 
can be againſt us ? none afſuredly, fo as to hurt or 


prejudice us. 

Seventhly, By rurining, and overturning thei 
adverſaries, making the arrows they ſhoot at his 
people, rebound back on themſelves, and thei 
darts to ſtick in their own breafts, Pſal. $1. 14,15; 
T ſhould ſoon ( faith God ) have ſubdued thei 
enemies, and turned my hand againſt their adver- 
ſaries ; The haters of the Lord ſhould bave ſubmit- 
ed themſelves to him. The Pſalmiſt breathes out 
their - deſtruQion by - the ſpirit of Prophecy 
.» throughout the 83. Pſalm, in moſt elegant me- 
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phors of a wheel turning, a fire burning, aſtorm 
ating, al Which note the ſuddenneſs and irre- 
iblencfs of their deſirution, Thus God rumed 
e Egyptians, when they purſued Iſrae}, Exod, 14. 
7, 28. He deſtroyed Pharaeb, Siſera and his Holt, 
vdg. 5. 21. Swept them away by the River 
io, as a beſome {weeps away the filth of an 
ouſe, or as a ſtream carries away the durt of a 
ity z and Haman, who conſpurcd the Jews fatal 
ctruQtion, Efth.7,And Senacherth, 2 Chron.32.21, 
n Angel overturns his Hoſt, and as that was de- 
roycd by theſe Sons of God, his perſon was 
liroyed by the Sons of his own loins. Thus 
od deſtroyed Herod. For trampling on the 
orms of Facob, and fo on their God, he turns 
gain, and cauſeth worms to cat him up. Thus 
edeſtroyed Fudas who betrayed Chritt, and Fus 
au who blaſphemed him, dying with a vicift 
palilee in his mouth. God does ſooner or later 
ound the head of the Dragon, the hoary ſcalp of 
1s enerics, pours out his wrath on the Heat 
hat devour Facob, and lay waſte his dwelling 
lace, Though they gather themſelves againſt 
is people, yet they ſhall not eſcape by their ini-' 
Juity, but he will cut them off in their wicked- 
es; when once their fin be at the full, and” 
aving filled up their meaſure, they become ripe 
or deltruRtion, Though their bones be ſcattered 
s at the graves mouth, yet will he overthrow 
heir Judges in ſtony places, Pſal. 141. 6. It they 
drink of the Cup, which ( comparatively ) ate 
ot worthy, they ſhall not eſcape unpuniſht, but 
hall certainly driak the dreggs thereof , Fer. 
49-12- When he hath performed his whole work + , 
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on Mount Sion, he will then puniſh ghe fruit © 
the ſtout heart of the King of Aſſria, Tſe. 10. 12. 
Judgement begins indeed at his houſe and SanQu- 
ary, but Fervſalem does but hand the Cup to the 
Nations; and when God hath uſed the wicked as 
Rods to laſh his people, having done with them, 
he' throws them into the fire- Babylon is dealt 
with as ſhe dealt with Iſrael, Fer. 51. 6, 49.-And 
ſo Amalck,, Deut. 25.ult. God will be an encmy to 
the enemies of his people, and fet himfelf againſi 
them who are ſo mad in running upon their own 
ruine, as to ſet them{elves againſt his choſen, 
None ever fought againſt Gods/intereft and pro- 
ſpered, but was in the event worlted, and forced 
to confeſs he kickt againſt the pricks. © The houſe 
of David m fine overcomes that of Saul, and 
though cheir. horns be lifted up never fo high, 
he, 'who is the horn of his peoples alvation, will 
cut off the horn of the wicked, or by his Carpen- 
ters fray them away, Zech. 1. 21. And when 
once they come under the hammer of his Juſtice, 
chey muſt expe judgement without mercy, who 
would ſhew no mercy. The Pfalfniſt does moſi 
.clegantly expreſs both the ſudden alteration of 
providence to Gods people, and to their enemies, 
? Pſal. 138. 7. ThoughT walk in the midft of trouble, 
thou wilt revive me (as the Son of man did the 
children in the furnace ) thou ſhalt ftretch forth 
thine hand againſt the wrath of mine enemies, 
and thy right hand ſhall ſave me. An alluſion to 
Moſes ftxetching his hand over the Sea, whereby 
the waters came upon the Egyptiens, and drown- 
ed their Chariats and horfe-men. God hath an 
oat-ltxctched Arm, able to reach thoſe who are 
6. out 
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t of the. reach of his people, and they, that +8 
me ngt within the compaſs. of humane. Juſtice, | 
t' cannot eſcape | divine Vengeance. . And fo "ay 
zuch. for the third particular. | ; 6+! 710 


BY Fourthly, Here 1s an help againft the ſiroke of 
5 Wmmon judgements, and puvlick calamuties,, ſo 
", WW to fence them off from their heads, or at leaſt "4 
It: cvil of them. © Thus God helpe Noah to an bo 
x rk, to houſe him in time of the univerſal de- ""J 


ge: Lot to a Zoar, to ſecure him in tume of 
publick conflagration. In cime of war, he keeps 
s (crvant David from the hurtful iword, di- 
ne proteQtion Was as a coat of Male to him, 


” WF Armour of proof ro him, to k<cp him ſhot- 
dE. 2nd wn Pſal. 144. 10, In che time of 
c Wome Peſtilence, when his inf-.ctious Arrows 
8 e ſhot forth like lightning, they abide under 


Ws ſhadow, and are covered. with his feathers, 
Il'f: crach is their ſhield and buckler, himfelf their 
” {ck and habitation : fo that though thouſands 
" Wil on the right hand and on. the left, yet he' 


© Winds upright, no evil bcfalls him, nor no Plague / EE 
n irs. his dwellings, Pſal'91. Wnich promiſe, © aut 
x ough it gives not abſolute aſſurance of the cvent ; [E | 


d itfue as to temporal preſervation, yet it offers 


5) Wir incouragement, and propounds ſure and ſole £2 
N rection how to eſcape the laſh of the- defiroyer z —- = 
c 


one ſtandipg on ſo ſuze aſoot, anda fair ground 
proteGion in ſuch a- day of general calamity, 
Gods people, Iu time of famine he 'redcems | 
em from death, ( when he 1s riding-on that #; 
s ale horde, he enters not their tents) as' in ': oi 
ar, from che power-ot the (word, fob 5; 20. 
horrible buxnings, when others, (boy Perſons 
| : 21 
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and places, Cities and Countries, . are made fire- 
- brands of his wrath, they are pluckt as brands on 
of the fire, Amos 4. 11. In times of great concul- 
fron, when the world ſeems quue bff his Axlc- 
— tree; and removed from its baſis and foundation, 
ES the earth moved from its centre, and the hills car 
"8 ricd into the midſt of the Sea, the waters roar 
ES. and are troubled, and the mountains ſhake with 


the ſwelling thereof ; mens hearts fail them for ag 
fear ,/and the powers of Heaven are ſhaken, and... 


| great deſolations are made in the earth, they re-M. : 
|: - main ta & illefi, unſhaken and '1mmoved, 

Wo - Pſal. 46. Luk; 21. Etiamſi frat illabatur orb, 
b-- impavidum ferient Yuine. 

Now God (under the deluge of judgements ) 
is au help to his people three manner of 
Was. | 

"Firſt, By removing them out of the reach of 
them 3 ſecuring them from their dint and iroke. 
Sametimes he removes their ſouls to Heaven, 
and lodgeth their bodies in the chambers of the 
grave; He takes his out of a finful and miſerabl: 
world before the Ju ent commenceth , Iſa, 
$7- 1« Thus he took Joſiah up into the chambers 
bs heavenly , before the ſtorm came on 
Iſraels head.” He baild off the arreſt his life time, 
but no ſooner is he dead and gone, but ifſues out 
her writ of remove out of his fight. Thus God 
took away Auſtin a little before Hippo was (ack, 
- and Parew a little before Heidelburg ; was deſtroy- 
ed; and Latber ( according to his own prayer, 
that he might not live to fee the Plagues of 'God pol 
coming on an ungodly world) before the Ger- 
max troubles brake forth. God removes his 


RE {aa 
.. 


: | people 
£ } ? 5% a "4 q 

«bo ; CES + ws . . " Ra b 
by i , : Fen ; 
Pe ) IK, 45.5 & \ 

: 4, 5 {4 Kat 

\ *r 4 by 

; 


The Godly Pilar of Help, 


p:ople by an habeas corpw. out of this lower 
world, and then comes down its execution. And 
he greateſt ſtorm of outward Judgements, hath 
no further. cffc& on the godly, than to drive 
them to their Fathers houſe, or molt boiſterous 
ind of calamity, than to blow them home to 
heir defired Haven. When God had informed 
Daniel of Cuch a time of trouble coming on the 

orld as never was fince there was a Nation, 
yen-under the perſecution by Antiochw, he dif- 
miſſeth him with his quietus eff, Cap. 12, 13. Go 
hou thy way till the end be; for thou halt reſt, 
and ſtand in the lot in the end of the daies. When 
Gods peoples race be run, their work done and 
finiſht, he gives them a diſp-nſation for tarrying 
any longer in the world, or managing their of- 
ice and duty here below ; plucks them off che 
age, and ſends them to Heaven to rclt trom 
heir labours, and receive their reward, prepared 


' or them, and promiſed to them. Sometimes 
; od removes them out of the verge of trouble 
"We" Earth, Iſa. 26. 20. Come my people, enter into 


by Chambers, and ſhut thy diors round about thee, 
"Word hide thy ſelf as it were for a little moment, tl 
"W'be indignation be overpaſt, God hath chambers of 
» Wdiliinguiſhing providence, and of gracious pre- 
ſence, whither he lovingly invites his people as 
one friend does another diſtant from his owa 
Wome, andovertaken with a ſtorm, to come un 
"Wand ſhelter himfelf till ic be blown over. God 
 Fhath hiding- places, places of retirement and re- 
poſe for his people under publick out-goings of 
Ybis Majeſty, and his wrath and juſtice againſt the 
'Yinhabitancs of the carth. When: the world lies. 
E open 


The Godly Pillar of Help. 


open and nakcd to the ſtorm of divine. vengeance, 
aS-a man m rain without a covering, Or 1n a bat- 
tel without a defence, and feel the ſmart of it, 
the godly are priviledg'd and-protected : when 
the avenger of blood comes, they have their San- 
Guary. They are Gods marked, Ezek, 9. Hi; 


ſcaled ones, Rev. 7. They are hid in the day off | 


his anger, Zeph. 2. 3. Who dare meddle with 
what God hath marked, or break what he hath 
ſealcd ? or who can touch what he hath hid? when 
the deftroyer mote all the firſt-born of Eg ypt, he 


pafled by the doors that were ſprinkled, Exod. 1 2.þv; 


When God comes to {weep the Kitchin of the 
world with the beſome of deſolation, he hath ; 
Parlour of ſpecial providence, or other rooms «<> 
retirement to turn his people into, fo as the over-i 
flowing ſcourge ſhall not come nigh them.Wi 
Though not all, or perhaps many, yet have not 
ſome of Gods Servants providentially been re 
moved out of the reach of the preſent Plague 
and perhaps the late Fire allo ? Foſephis report 
that a little betore the final deſtruction of Fer 
ſalear, the godly Jews in the City, in time of the 
licge, heard a voice in the Air, crying, Ite Pellaw 
Ite Pellam, a little Village thereby, whither ma 
ny of them fled, and fo were preſerved. When 
the Town be taken, God receives his into Cafile 
which Jeads to the ſecond way of divine help in 
common evils. 

Secondly, By diſtinguiſhing them in the day of6 
calamity ; Sparing their perſons and families in 
the day of his wrath. It God hides them not 
from the Judgement, yet he does in it, We 
have a promiſe - of a ſpecialty to be nie | 

| 4 


"The Godly Pillar of Help. 


Mal. 3. 16, 19, 18. 4 Book of remembrance was 
written before him for them which feared the Lord, 
t, Band that thought upon his Name. While others 
nMwere ſentenced to death, their names were re- 
n-Miſtred (in albo beatorum) in the book of the 
I! Miving- And they ſpill be mine, ſaith. the Lord of 
ofWHots, 111 that day when I make up my Jewels, 
th WW hatſocver becomes of the lumber and commou 
th{ouſhold-tuff, though that be conſum:d by the 
cn {ire of his wrath, God will look to his choicer 
hefTreaſuge, and keep that fate and ſecure. And I 
will ſpare them, as a man ſpares bis own Son that 
erves him. Though their {ins deſerve they ſhould 
be turned-out of doors, as well as others, and ex- 
poſed to the wind and weather of common at- 
i1ctions, yet God hath a covering both for their 
ins and fouls. This is a full Copy of the a& of 
notMWods diſcriminating grace in 4 fad hour, For then 
re-Mlaith he) ſpall ye return, and diſcern between the 
ueMWighteous and the wicked, between him that ſerveth 
od, and him that ſerveth him not. Diſtinguiſhing 
luty is crowned with diſtinguithing mercy. In 
Waics of proſperity, the diff-rence between Gods 
dcople, and the men of. the world is not fo dil- 
erneble as to their carriage towards him; they 
re wanton, ſecure, formal, carele(s and carnal— 
at affliction edges them in duty with a greater 
el and earnelineſ(s, and 1s a foil to et of their 
races with the more orient brightneſs. Neither 
$ Gods ſingular reſpe& then fo ,oblervable to 
nem: He ſeems to turn them looſe to the wide 
orld, to ſhift for themſelves ; but when danger 
Homes; then Noah and his family goes into the 
\ck, then, come my people, entex your chambers 
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— is Gods uſage with them, his language to them 
That ye may kyow (faith that Text) bow the Lon, 


- puts @ difference between the Egyptians and Iſratl 
- Exod. 11.7. God made'a famous and notoriou 


difference” between them under all the Plague 
inflicted, eſpecially under that of ſmiting the firf 
. born; and ſo in that of darkneſs, thick darkn{ 
invelc pt them,& ſpread the face of their horrizon 
but all the children of Iſrael had light in their dwe| 
lings, Exod. 10.23. To the upright did ariſc 
light indarkneſs. So God promiſeth his people 


when the hail came down on the freld, and this 


torreſt in thickeſt ſhowers, it ſhould yet be fai 
in the City z and while ſinners were batter: 
down with its force, and ſhattered with its ter 
rour, bis people ſhould yet dwell in peaceable hati 
tations, ſure dwellings, and quiet reſting place 
Ifa. 32.18, 19. God exercifeth a ſpecial provi 
dence over his people. As the Prophet excellent 
ly Yluſtrates jt by the fimilitude of the five a 


the fann, Amos 9. 8, 9, 10. And alſo fitly ani 


_ "plies it : Behold (faith he) the eyes of the Lo 
God are upon the finful Kingdom, and I will deft 
it from ff the face of the Earth; ſaving that 
will not utterly deſtroy the houſe of Facob, ſaith 
the Lord. Hewill deſtroy the rebellious mult 
tude, but yet reſerve a ſele& remnant. For | 
I will commaud, and I will ſift the houſe of Tſri 
among all Nations, like as Corn is fifted in a fu 
yet ſhall not the leaſt grain fall on the Earth —/ 


flition is called Gods five, and fann in Scripturſi 


of which there 1s a different uſe. The five le 
out the flower , and 1ctains nothing but t 
bramn 3 contra1iwile, the fann throws out 


fl 
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.mthe chaff, and keeps nothing but the wheat., 
MThough God lets the chaff be blown away, and * 
ſcattered, when by the whirlwind of his wrath 
Wc comes to winnow a people, yet ig will Ban 
her the wheat into his granary ; that ſhall be pyc 
nto his garner, while the chaff is burnt up with 
nquenchable fire. - Nay, ſhould the godly and" 
icked be put jnto the ſame five of affliction) 
and the metaphor cogeeived only ingly) provi- 
dence will ſo co-operate with it, as even to invert 
Wc nature, and change the end of afflictions, {o 
xs what 15 fo one a curſe, ſhall proye to; the 
Wther a blefſing; by what one is much a looſer, 
reWbe other ſhall become a very great gainer; while 
terhe finner becomes as chaff, and as dry ſtabble, 
ai&ven as a leaf which the wind ſcatters to and tro, 
ache found and ſolid Chriſtian fhall be as wheat, not 
ovifſÞne grain of ſubſtantial and ſincere grace, no up- 
Wight ſound-hearted Chriſtian ſhall periſh in the 
Jay of Gods wrath. Take a Saint and a Sinner, 
nd caſt them into the fiery furnace of tnibula- 
1on, aid there will appear (though no ſuch dit- 
rrence-1n their going 1n)' yet a marvelous wide 
liſparity in their coming out; even as much as 
xetween the three children caft by the King mto 
Whe fiery furnace, and their accuſers, and execu- 
Mioners ; the one it toucht not, the other it ſlew, 
M$ az. 3. 22. Either they come not out at all, or 
fille as a fone out of. the fire, ſparkling with un- 
- AﬀÞclicf, impatience, and difcontents againſt pro- 
urFFidence, whereas a Saint comes out melted mto 
1 holy, humble, ſpiritual, pliable frame, even as 
dure gold,” Feb 23. 10. There is a ſingular exer- 
iſe of grace difcoyerable by the Saints under 

E 3 afflictions, 
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aMictions, .and alſo. a ſingular ation of provi- 
dence about them; and when God makes the 
greateſt ſweep, yet thers are lame zelcrves , as = 
che Prophet Amos lively expxeſicth it in the third 
chapter of his Prophecy, wer. 12. As the Sbepberd I ©* 
raketh out of the mouth of the Liou two leggs, or « _ 
pjece of an ear; ſo ſhall the children of Iſrael be wo” 
taken out. that dwell in Samgria, in the corner of , 
bed, and in Damaſcus in @.Couch, | When the rai 7 
venous Wolf or Lion of Fudgements hath wor-W 
ried a pegple, and almoſi torn them aſunder, yet p 


cheir hunger ſhall be ſo ſatiated, apd rage fiopt, 
as ſtill ; 46 ſhall be ſome remnant undc<- p. 
voured. | fa 

Thixdly, By bringing them up out of the af-}ſ © 
fliion, that though they ſuffer by it, they ſhall tk 
not be'utterly caſt down whea they are judged, c 
nor wholly deſtroyed. God brings back the cap: Py 


tivity of his p:ople, Pſel, x4. and Pſal, 326. 1. Ht 
may fxown, but cauſcth his face to ſhine agai 
The Sunpf mercy may go down in.the evening ina T 
cloud, but riſeth in the morving ia a very. glon 
ous ſhine, It will tugn again, aud have compli} .; 
fionon us —Micah 7.19. God may fox awhile tun b 
his back, but will turn his face in due fjme- to | 
ward his people; aud though for. a moment ht bf 
forfakes, with everlaſing kindneſs he will 


member. He will aot conteud for ever. or be. dl » 
Wares Wroth. Heavingſs way indure for & uight, " 


Joy comes in the mornang;; ad momentum iraſcitu , 
ut In eternum delefterur. While he puniſheth tl] © 
community, he reſerves a xemnant, whom 
xelolves to paxdon, Fr. 59, 20- He promules t 
xeturn the captvity of; Zudah, Fer. 31. 42. 
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and cap. 33-26. And like as he brought great 
evil upon them, ſo to bring all the good he had 
promilcd. Though brought low, he will raiſe 
4 {chem up again, call back his plagues, if they rc- 
rd I curn from their fins. As the Prophet emphatically 
expretleth it, Hoſ. 6. 1,2. For be hath tory, and he 
3, MW il beal us; he bath ſmitten, aud he will bind us up. 
" After two daies will he reuwe us, inthe third day 

he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his ſight. 
An alluſion to our redemption by Chriſt, which is 


) 
_ a (ure pledge of all temporal dcliverances; 2s of 
ot that they were a type. According to that of the 
1. Evangelical Prophet, Iſa. 26. 19, Where, having 


cxpretied by tignificant metaphors, the Churches 
travel with its pangs and dolour, and her miſ- 
conception (as 1t were) and miſcarry as to any 
hopeful productions, he yet cloſes with a com- 
forcable promiſe 3 Thy dead men ſhall live, together 
with my dead tody ſhall they ariſe : awake, and 
ſing ye that dwell in duſt : for thy dew is as the dew 
of herbs, and the earth ſhall caſt out the dead. 
Though the Church may ſuffer from, and in the 
world, yct her ſickneſs ſhall not be to death , 
though God breaks his people with breach on 
breach, yet this wife Phylitian will in due time 
give an hcaling plaiſicr z he will (et them into 
joynt again, and then the bone that was broken 
ſhall be ſtrohger than evcr : Nay, though they 
be brought to deaths-door, to the graves mouth, 
he will command a reſurrec&ion, and breathe on 
thoſe dry bones, that they hall live, Ezek, 37. 
11, 12,—His providen:e ſhall be a midwife to 
uſher m to them a full and glorious deliverance. 
They ſhall have zeſt from the daics of adverhity, 
y E 4 Pſal, 
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Pfal. 94-13. They may go into the Fire with 
others, but- when they periſh there, theſe ſhall 
come out, and be refined Gold, while the major 
art is cooſumed as drofs, Zech. 13.8, 9. Tw 
parts ſhall be-cut off and die, but the third ſhall b; 
left. therein.©O" They may be proved and tried as 
Silver, in a very hot Furnace, brought into the 
Net, affliction laid on their Loyns , ridden on, 
paſs through Fire and Water, but God will make 
a way of eſcape, he will bring them out into a 
wealthy place. They may he among the Pots, 
Scullion-ltke, in a footed, ſmeared, forlorn con- 
dition, yet ſhall they be as the wings of a Doe, 
covered with Silver, and her Feathers with yelow 
Gold, Pfal. 66. 10, 11, 12. Pfal. 68. 13. And 
much for the ſecond particular imply'd in this 
notion of help, afliſtance and aid againſt all Enc- 
mies and Eyvils. ” 
Thirdly, It imports ſuccour and redreſſe under 
burdens , or deliverance out of dangers feared, 
{traits and miſeries, injurics, op prefſions and af- 
flictions felt, Pal, 20. 1,2. The Lord hear thee jy 
the day of trouble, the Name of the Gudof F acob de- 
fend thee. Send thee help from the Sautiuary, and 
ſtrengthen thee out of Sion. So Plal. 9 9. The Lord 
wA will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in time 
trouble, God is an help, @ refuge, a defence and 
SanQuary to his people. Thus the Porter helps his 
Parner by lending him a ſhoulder to heave under 
is Load; one man helps another up, when he be 
fallen down ; Eccleſ. 4.10. We are commanded to 
help out our Neighbours Oxe or Afs out of the 
Ditch, Deut. 22.4. Thus one is ſaid to help 
another in battel, Joſh. 10. 4. 2 Sam. 10. by: 
| An 


And God is on this accompt faid to help Vzziah 
againſt the Philitines ,- 2 Chron, 26. 7, ' Thus a 
Friend helps another in diſtreſs, by commiſera- 
ting his Caſe, viſiting him, and adminifiring in 
Food, Phylick; or,other neceſſaries to his afflicted 
condition. And thus .is God a Helper to his 

pcople, and that upon a threefold accompr. 
Firſt, Under the ( otherwiſe unſupportable } 
burdea of fin and guilt, ;This 1s an heayy bur- 
den to a gracious Soul 3 /his Iniquities go over 
his head , and are a burden too heavy for him 
to bear. One fin weighs more than Hell, ſer 
home upon the Conſcience by the Impreſſions of 
Gods Spirit 3 it oppreſſeth it very fore. The lenle 
hereof made David pray with that vigour and 
carneſineſs, Pſal. 40. 12, 13. Be pleaſed O Lord 
to deliver me, © Lord maky hafte to belp me, What 
1s the matter? Mine iniquities bave taken holdupon 
me, ſothat I am not able to look up; they are more 
than the bairs of my head, therefore my heart fail- 
th me. Like one arreſted upon many actions at 
once, here one Scrjeant, and there another claps 
hold on him, fo that the man is put into fuch a 
diſtraction, and confounding amaze,that he knows 
not what to do, nor which way to turn him. 
This made Payl breathe out with ſo much dolour 
his Teadimrars ys, Rom. 7,24. O wretched Man, 
whs ſhall deliver me from this body of death ? Jult 
like the MalcftaQor condemned to drowning in 
Tiber, that had a dead body tied to his own liv- 
ing, and ſo was dragged along the ſircets , and 
haled into the River : Than which there is no 
worſe puniſhment. And indeed the weight of 
fin js Onus Angelorum bumeris formidandum, ſuch 
as 
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as Chriſt himſelf (though but imputed) could ne. 
ver have undergone, had not his Humanity bel 
ſupported by the power of his Deity, but mul 

| have ſunk under the Opprefſion of it» It wa 
not only Agaw Dei, but Deys qui tollit— the 
-Lamb of God, but the Lamb who alſo was God, 
that could bear the fins of the World. And ve. 
rily , for a poor diſconſolate {inner to look up. 
Ward, and fce God frowning; downward , and 
ſee Hell gaping 3 inward, and fe Conſcience ac: 
cuſing z outward, and fee all Creatures with- 
drawing 3 it would tink his Sql preſently into 
an Hell of deſpair, it not- elevatcd by the infinite 
arm of Omnipotency 3 but Chriſts left hand be. 
ing under him, and his xight hand embracing 
him, his Motto may be with the Palm-tree's I ,, 
Depreſſa reſurgo. The experience of divine help Le 
makes David truumphantly out-brave all the (2d ;þ, 
apprehenlions of guilt, Pfal. 49.5. Wherefore ſhould ,,, 
T fear in the days of evil, when the inaquity of my c, 
= heels ſhall compaſſe me about £ Though hemm'd uf 
8; by his fins never ſo cloſe, he js able by Faith to til 
; hang out to them a Flag of defiance. The Pa-fſſ 1, 
piſts tell us of their Se. Anthony, That lying onff x; 
his death-bed , Satan came to him, and charged} 
upon him all the ſins that ever he had commuted, 
but preſently appears an Anget at his bed-ſide,ſ þ, 
and tells the Devil, he reckoned without his Holt, :4 
tor oma hec deleta ſunt ſanguine Chriſti, that allſl ,1 
theſe were blotted out by the blood of Chriſt, andſſl q 
{o he vanitht immediately, Though this might 
be a Fi&ion taken out of their golden Legend, Þ | 
to deceive their Profelytes, I am ſure, it's truc 
as to the Saints. and People of God, Fuſo ſanguine 


ſine 


- 
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"ſWne culpa, emuium culparum chirographa ſunt de- 
ta, Ault, Chriſts blood hath waſht theryfrom 
he guilt of all their fins, and therefore they-may 
without ſpot appear before the throne of God 
ith boldneſs : Which makes holy Pau cant out 
1s Doxalogy, Row. 7. 25. I thank God through 
eſus Ghriſt our Lord, aud «di» xardxeyua. No one 
ondemnation/to them.im Chrilt. Yea, to ſing 
orth a divine Enxikion , 'or Carmen Vidioriale , 
and bid a challenge to all the enemies of his fal- 
ation. Rome, 8. 33.— 1 Cor. 15. $6. 

Secondly, He helps under weights of Duty and 
Service... It was Gods Promiſe to Foſhua, when 
he called him out -to- difficult ſervice, Joh. ». 5. 
[ will be with thee, and never fail nor forſake thee - 
5; And to Moſes, when heftt him upon the dan- 
<p gerous employment of an Embaflie to Pharaoh , 


120 chat he would certainly: be with him, /and be a 
v0Y mouth to him, Exod. 3. 12. cap-4. 12: God gives 
"I torch ſixange affiſtances for extraordinary perfor- 
1 mances. |:Gods people know not their 'firength, 
an till they. have tried it, cannot tell what they can 
i do till they come to do it. For Caltings and 
Ty Employments which they never thought them- 
ſelves able to manage, he gives another manner 


of ſpirit, 2 double portion of his Spirit, when 
he (ets. men over a Congregation, he pours out 
the gifts and graces of his Spirit on'thern, ſo as 
al that holy Oyl runs down from their heads to the 


- Skirts of their Garments. He makes helpers in 
1 Government, and gives-gifts to men, that though 


they have no ſufficiency of themſelves, yet through 
iy grace they:btcome able; Minifters and Stewards 
of his-mytteries. Such is divine goodne(s, as he 
| | never 
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never calls any man to fervice, but he furniſhes 
him with gifts and Enablements neceſſary there. 
unto. Yea in ordinary ſervices he comes in 
; their Allifiant. In Prayer,the Spirit YTraaubarera, 
© Rom, $,26. helps our intirmities, as to the mat- 
ter, manner and ends of it ; . The word is very 
emphatical, and denotes a lifting at the other end 
of a burden, fo that what one cannot raiſe, two 
ealily lift together. What the Soul cannot do, 
"waen never {ſo much raiſed by the power of Na- 
ture, it can caſily do, being alleviated and eleva- 
ted £00 by the afſiftances of Grace. Though with- 
out union-with Chrilt, it could do nothing, yet, 
receiving vertue and influence from him, it can 
do all things, Hodie Bernardum Heri Chriſtum ; 
1 am able { ſaith-the: Apoſtle ) to. do all things, 
W Xgisp cd veyuirri Philip. 4. 12. This madc 
Paul ready, preſſed to ſervice, that he beggs to be- 
come Gods Journey-man, A&. 9. 4. Lord what 
wilt thou bave me to do ? God gives not only the 
þofſe, but the velle too 3 works in us both to will 
and to do of his own :good pleaſure. Gratias ago 
tibi (Clementiſſime Domine,) quod nihil a me requi- 
ſwifts, quod mibi non prius donafti, faith Cyprian. 
What his will commandeth, his grace beftoweth. 

Thirdly, Under the prefſure of ſufferings, whe- 
ther ſpiritual or temporal for God, or from God, 
perſonal, domeſiical or publick z God helps his 
under the burden of all; And that cither vilibly, 
or ſecretly and invilibly. 

Firli, Moxe openly and viſibly, and- that two 
Ways. | 
. Firſt, Aleviaude, by mitigating*and. modera- 
ting of th.m, He giyes them at leaſt alictle help, 
| : + W 
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as he promiſeth the ſufferers under Antiochw"s 


-j perſecution, Dar. 11. 34. grants them ſome deli- 


verance, as he aflures Judah againlt Shiſhak: 
2 Chron. 12. 6. He gives them a Nail in his Ta- 
bernacle, and a little reviving, ſome ſhort breath- 
ing times, Lucida intervalla, Ezra g.'8. Silcnce 
for half an hour, KRevel, $. 1. He corrcits them 
but in meaſure, though he leaves them not alto- 
gether unpuniſht, Ferem. 44. uit. He ſmites them 
not, as he do's his enemies, them that ſinote him, 
Iſa. 27. 7. He lays on his little finger, but not 
his loyns, he chaſtens with rods, (whips not with 
Scorpions) and thoſe too the rods of men, of an 
old man (in the original) who cannot firike any 
conſiderable ftroak. He remembers his Peoples 
frame, and conſiders that they are but duſt, and 
will not contend. for ever, leſt the Spirit ſhould 
fail before him, which he hath made. He ſtayes 
his rough winde in the day of bis Eaft winde : He 
regards not what we deſerve, but what we can 
endure, and neyer ſobeholds us Sinners, as to for- 
get us Creatures, or deals with us according to 
the greatneſs of his Power, or exaGneſs and (e- 
verity of his Juſtice, but with abundant mixtures 
of Mercy and Love, In the midſt of Wrath he 
remembers Mercy, and never lets out all the Vi- 
als of his indignation, and though he forſakes for 
a moment , with great kindneſs will he gather. 

Iſa. 54.8%. _ Phetch 
Secondly, Liberando, by Redeeming his Iſrael 
out of all their troubles. Many are the troubles 
of his Rightcous, but the Lord delivers out of 
them all. He is with them in fix troubles, and m 
ſeven no eyil toucheth them , Fob 5. 17. and 
| though 
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though their troubles be full and perfe&, fo ſhal 


be their deliverances. If he preferves them not 
from trouble, he will fave them in it, and deliy: 
them by it, yea, out of it. He that hath delivered, 
doth deliver , and will geliver, {a'th the Apolſilc. 
Satan or the World are not (fo ready to aftlict, 4; 
he 3s to redeem or comfort, He delivers Foſept 
out of the Prifon, Feremiab out of the Dun- 
geon, Daniel out of the Lions Den, the Three 
Children out of the Fire, Pcter out of the Goal. 
He delivers his from reproach, clearing up their 
innocency as the Sun at Neon-day ; from want 
and beggery, by railing them up Families like 2 
Flock ; He raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, auilif 
lifteth up the Beggar from the dunghill, to ſet then 
among Princes, 1 Sam. 2. 8. He delivers them 
from ſicknels by recovery of them from the bed 
of their languiſhing ; delivers them from op- *! 
prefſion, by ſubduing at their foot the Sons of Vi 2 
olence, and giving them (to tread on) the necksF'< 
of their adverſaries. No temptation befalls them, 
but he gives a way of eſcap:. — 

Or ſecondly, more inſeniibly and indiſcernably. 
He helps them under their ſufftcrings, 

i. By ſupplying them with neceſſary influen- 
ces of Grace; He cauſeth all Grace to abound in 
them, Faith, and Patience, Selt-denial, Humility, 
Heavenly-mindednefs, to have its perfe& work; 
gives them all Graces in their power and efficacy, 
vigour and aGivity z makes the ſpirit of Glory to 
reſt upon them. As they have doing ſo ſuffering 
Grace from Heaven. Philip. 1.29. To you ts given 
210k only to- believe, but ſuffer — They have the ho- 
nour and afliſtance too to blecd for Chriſt as well 
as 
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(halls believe in him, to lay down their necks and 
nor@vecs for him, to offer him their blood, as well as 
iverſpp!ly his; to give up themſelves dying; ſacrifices 
red pr 11m as well as living to him. 

file 2. By afliliing them with feaſonable ſupports 
\ at ſpiritual (Girength, in their Souls. He fcrelerh 
ſephMbcm, fiabliſheth them , ſtrengthneth them. He 
un-Wclps and upholds them too, Iſa. 41. that they 
reeſÞ'0 not ſuccambere, fall into any ſpiritual deliquium. 
oal We 15 a liay to them, a Crutch under them, to 
xirfficep them from talling. They are alwayes ſup- 
antſÞorted and ficcoured, when they are not dchlive- 
> 2Wcd. His grace 1s ſufficient for them, 2 Cor. 12. 9. 
And it any ſpiritual qualms, or fainting fits come 
pon them, to as they deſpair of Life, he raiſcth 
emnd rcliorcs them. Gods people need never, nor 
xdFvould not be fo afraid of ſufferings as they are, 
MW they knew but their firength. God gives his 
.Wþ back to every burden, fits a contiitution to 
very bitter potion 3 bears them up, fo as they 
ant not under his chaftening, but endure (where- 
n they are happier than by cfcaping). Its all one, 
ay far better to be ſupported under trials, than 
ant the honour of being exerciſed with them. 
1- Food always fiands at his peoples back to encou- 
in2ge them, and faith to them, as to Abrabam,,. 
y, M/ «cob , and Paul, Fear not: As to the Church, 
; ear none of the things thou ſhalt ſuffer. And this 
/, (vine ſupport is chat which hath created evenin 
ol omen, noble, generous, and maſculine fparits 
g as appears in that heroick Matron the Apoſtle 
3 points at in his ſhoxt Martyrology, Heb. 11. 34,35; 
- YOut of weakneſs they were made ſtrong, God gives 
1 a ſhoulder proportionable to eyery burden, - 
G ts 


En ; 
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fits no Coat of affliction to his Peoples backs, by 
firſt he takes a meaſure or ſcantling of their (pi 


ritual ſtrength. 
3. By filling their hearts with abundance 


holy joy and comfort. They have ſirong conll 


lation, and good hope through grace. Thou hat 


holpen me, and comforted me, Plal. 86, wlt. As thei 
afflictions abound, their conſolations ſuperabound 
meaſure heaped, prefſed down, and running over 
God fills out the generous Wine of Conlolatior 
into the hand of ſuffering Saints : They hay 
heavenly and raviſhing Muſick, ſweet Airs upt 
the top of the Waters; with the noiſe of thun 
der and tumult. of waters, there is alſo the voice 
. of Harpers, Songs in their Pilgrimage. Rev, 14.: 
The Oyl of ſpiritual Conſolation ſwims upon the 
crop of the waters of all Earthly diſcomfort ; the 


( 
al 
DU 


lively ſenſe and feeling whereof makes them with 


the Swan, ſing when dying, and with the Night 
ingale , in the darkeſt night , when the ſharpel 


Thorn of affliction is at their breaſt, This wil 


finde evidenced in that ſweet finger of Iſra: 
2 Sam. 23. 5. Theconfideration of his intereſt ir 
God and his Covenant made- his dying heart tc 
revive, and when expiring his laſt breath, to lea 
into the World again, and diſmiſs it with this 
comfortable Farewell. The Apoſtles had expe 


rience-of this, which made them not only con 


tent, patient, thankfull, (blefling a taking as well 


aS 2 giving God) but cheerfull and joytull, ycaÞ 
exulting and triumphant in their ſafferings, Ad. 


5- 41. They rejoyced that they #ernEi@dnow 
471ua&Firet, were honoured in being diſhonourcd 
to ſuffer for Chriſts ſake, That which to other 

would 
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buſivould have been matter of grief, to them be- 
ſpiame matter of joy ; and not only did they joy, 
but glory in tribulation, zerxautte, Kom, 5.2. An 
d the Primitive Chriſtians took joyfully the ſpoil- 
g of their goods, Heb. 10. 34. A ſtrange contra- 
W:&'on to the carriage of the world, who: joy is 
Wot in a plunder, but rather in the dividing of the 
pol. And this made the Martyrs requeſt the 
ople not to mourn for them, but rejoyce with 
hem. The joy of the Lord was indeed their 
W:cngth. In the feeling of preſent miſeries, they 
cjoyced in the light of the approaching reward of 
lory. This made Ignatius, when his body was 
Mrinding between the teeth of wild beaſts, to 
.2Wry out, Now am I preparing fit mancbet for my 
Mord and Saviour, This made holy Philpot, when 
Mruſt into the Biſhop's Cole-hauſe, to ſay, Now 
ell T be ſcoured, and made fit to ſet on my Fathers 
uh ſhelf in Heaven, This made Mr. Glover call 
Wut, when at the ſtake, He is come, be is come— 
Mc ſuch are the ſtreaming comforts of Gods 
eople, in times of ſuffering, as they eſteem them 
ot only their honour and profit, but even thelr 
ery pleaſure alſo and delight ( and fo there is no 
ad of Arguments wanting to make them com- 
hiÞreable) 2 Cor, 12. 10. Therefore ( faith the 
poltle) I take pleaſure in infirmities, in re- 
reaches, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, in diſtreſſes. 
very Hell of forrow with theenjoyment of God, 
better than an Heaven of happineſs without 
Yim. That's the third notion. An help for re- 
rels under ſuffcrings and afflictions. 
Fourthly and lafily, An help for, and accurrence 
d, and relief and recovery from under Giles 
L M9; an 
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and diſappointments. Thus Abraham helped his 
Brother Lt, when he recovered his perſon and 
goods both taken captive. Thus David helpt the 
pzople when he purſued the Amalekites (who had 
burnt up their City, and taken their wives and 
goods) ard recovered all, x Sam. 30. 19. Thus a 
man help his neighbour, when he furniſhes him 
at an unexpected diſappointment, or prefling ne- 
ceſlity, as he 1n the Parable did his friend with 
the loaves at his need. Thus the Sea-man helps the 
ſhipwrackt, when ( the ſhip being fplit all to 
pieces,and he floating on the top of the waters,and 
ſwiming to fave his lite) he receives him into his 
boat, or veſlcl, and carries him ately to ſhore. 
And in this ſenſe 15 God an help unto his people; 
ſecunda tabula poſt naufragium, a plank after ſhip- 
wrack, when all hope of being ſaved being gone, 
he comes in with unexpected relief, And this If 
conceive the proper notion of the Pſalmiſt here, fir 
whoſe defign 1s to proclaim the ſufficiency of Gods ſook 
help in the deficiency or treachery of all creatures 
in never fo ligh an ob, of never ſo powerful an 
influence here below in this world. And ſo God 
1s an help to his, both under the failure of ex- 
p<aed mercies and comforts, and alſo under the 
tecling of unexpected evils. 

Firſt, Under the failure of our expeRations 
When wc Jook for peace, and no good comes 3 and 
for healing, and behold nothing but troublc: 
Whep our eyes fail, with beholding vanity, and 
our hearts fail with creature-reljances, then ſaith 
David, Whom have I in Heaven but thee ? my fleſh 
and wy beart faileth, but God isthe ſtrength of » 
heart, and wy portion for erer, Plal. 73.26. » 

agall 
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"5 Bagain he profeſſeth, Pſul. 142. 4, 5. 1 looked on 1p 
right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that 
q would know me, refuge failed me, no man cared for 
Wy ſorl. I cried uxto thee, O Lord, T ſaid, Thou 
'" Wart my refuge and my pirtion ia the Land of the 
'* Mlving. Though all m.cans failed, he knew God 
m EF would never torlake him. When the ſtreams 
were dricd up, he goes to the fountain. Do per- 
1 ſons tail, God 15 an help under their diſappoint- 
© Wmcor, Pſul. 27. 20. When my Fathcr and my My- 
0 Wer forſuke me, God will take me up. Though 
1d Mhe were catt out (2s an cxp-»ititious ch 1d) to the. 
VE wide world, God will (as he did for Moſes) take 
co Ycarc of, and make provition for him. God faics 
© ro his people (as Peter once to Chriſt) and per- 
F" Miorms it infinitely better. Thovgh all forſake rhee, 
ct will nor 1, 1 will die with thee rather than deny 
I tbie. Par faies of himſelf, 2 Tim. 4.16, At my 
6 firſt anſwer no man jtood with me ,, but all men for- 
ls ſk me. (All greedy of priviledgcs, backward to 
l:tf-rings tor the Golp:]) men are eager to be 
ring-leaders, when profalion 1s in 1ts Aouriſh, but 
fiach back, and draw the neck out of'the collar, 
when 1t comes to perſecution : Like il|l-made 
cloth that (krinks with the wetting. Notwith- 
landing the Lord ſtood with me, and firengthen- 
& me — God came near, when man itcod aloot 
off, and at the greatcti diſtance. When men, 
triends and relations, turn the back, and run away 
from us, then God fiands at our back, and draws 
cloſer to us. . That's the difference b2tween God 
and creatures : They in the halcyon dates of pro- 
"Wl ſpericy will complement us into an opinion ot 

their reſpe& and kindneſs, even as the ſhadow 
| FE We tollows 
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' Follows the Sun,ſo do they wait on thoſe to who 

they ate pretenders — Donec er# falix — but f& 

are born for a day of adverſity, and will girt them 
ſelvcs (like the Travelers coat) cloſcr, and unit 
firmer to our intercſt jn a day of miſcry and inte 
licity. But God on the other fide ſcems to neg 
Ie& his people under ther fulnels of worldly tru: 
tions and (atisfaftions, (they never enjuy lels c 
God in the heart, than when thcy have moſt of t 

world in their hand) but when atti:Qzons come 
then he indulgeth hy moſt kind and trequent vi 
{its tO them, and bultows his choiccli preſcnts vp 
on them. The world deals with her favourites 
as Orpah with Naomi, follows her till hardſhip anc 
difficulty pictents it felf, and then with a flatter 
ing ſalute, takes her leave of them, but God wit 
his followers, as Ruth with her Mothcr, cleave 
and clings to them under all crofi.s and changes 
tollows them not only vſque ad aras, but throug 
the water, the fire, through reproaches, plun 
ders, imprifonments, exiles, death it {elf. Though 

walkthrough the valley of the ſhadow of death, tho 
art with me, ſaith David, Pſal. 23. 4. Fobsfriends 
and kinsfolks ftand aloof off his fore, his breat 

was (irange to his wife, he was the butt of his 


friends perſecution ; but fill his Redeemer ſtay 


with him. Though all "che company be gone, th: 


Phyſician and Nurſe abide ſtill with the PatientY 


David becomes a reproach to his neighbours, anc 
a fear to his acquaintance; his very look was {0 
ghaſtly as frighted them; no ſooner they ſav 
him, but they fled from him; they forgat hi 

as a dead man, out of mind he was, as well as 
ſight, He looked for ſome -to take pity, but there wa 
| none | 
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10 ove; and for comforters, but there was none; be 
toll ws like « Pellican in the wilderneſs, an Owl in the 
my ieſart, and a Sparrow on the bouſe top ; brought 
ultYto a ſolitary, torſaken, forlorn condition ; yer 
nic when all other friends and lovers abſented, his 
WeYGod was ſtill with him, his face ſhined upon him , 
The h:ard his poor, and deſpiſed not his priſoner 3 
* Ole looked down on him trom the height of his 
ESanQuary, had reſpeR to his groaning , and re- 
mcFo:rd to the' prayer of the- deſtitute, Whom 
 ViEthe world turns off, God commonly receives ; 
UPEwhom' they caſt out of their company, he cnter- 
cotzins in his ever-blefſed communions, Iſa. 66. 5. 
an@When fin ayes, Ego inficiam, Ile defile you, Sa- 
terfitan, ego interficiam, I'le deſtroy you, the world, 
"1:0 deficiam, I'le fail you, he ſaith, ego reficiam, 
V!'le refreſh you. When they know not whicher 
© Yo go, he hath for his the words of eternal life, 
Job. 6. 68, When creatures prove all like ſo many 
broken Reeds, not only deceiving, but affliding 
him that leans on them; He is the ſtaff of 7 acob, 
ind the hope of Iſrael, upon whom whoſoever lean'd, 
M45 never aſhamed. 

'* Do the things of the world fail ? he helps under 
W:hcir diſappointment. All outward things are of 
a defeQible nature, they periſh with the uling ; 
LF uncertainty is ftampt upon the beſt of them, 
ntYand their faſhion mzggye, deceives and paſſeth 
nd away, 1 Foh.2.17. But the Word of God indures 
[of for ever. He that ſeeks ſufficiency or fatisfaRion 
wn the world, ſecks the living amongſt the dead; 
mil God never made it for enjoyment, but only for 
aY uſe. Such expeRations raiſe it beyond its natu- 
'#Y ral yertue, and innate efficacy, And when we 
F 3 look 
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Lok for more,God may juklly let us finde lefs than 
it may otherwiſc afford us. And ſometimes God 
on purpoſe breaks the tiaff of creature-comtforts, ve 
to learn us ſole d. p:ndance on himſelf. As 1s We: 
reported of William the Conquerour , when he 5 
firſt came over into this our Iiland, he burnt all Mc! 
his ſhips, thereby to render to his fouldiers (WO'<+ 
che thoughts of a return deſp-rate, - God will W**': 
have his have no other firings to the bow of thei fill 
truſt, but his majeſty and mercy. And as we al- (Wc 
waies inde in the warld lels than we expected, to "2! 
in God more, than we could reaſonably hop:. Wis! 
He makes good to the enjoyer what he promiſcd (1 
to the expectant, and is b-tter to his people, not (WS? 
only than their tears, but their defires and hopes. {M*#? 
He never leaves his pcople deſolate, though for a th 
time he may make them diſconfolate. In all val 
{iraights he hath a relerve, and exigencics a fup- 
ply and ſuccour. Under fpiritual difappoint- 
ments, the want of Ordinances, and ncceffary feel 
means of Grace; he can prepare a table in the 
wilderneſs. Be fed Tjrael with Manna there forty 
years together. He hath promiſed to be a little of 
SanEuary to his people, Ezzk, 11. 16. for retire- 
ment, and alſo tor refrcſhment. He affords the I '? 
gracious foul ſweet repafis by the manifeſtations I P* 
of his preſence 3 as he did David when baniſht I © 
from his inheritance þy the Sons of violencc. 
Under outward dilappointments, and went of 
creature-accommodations, he can make a fut- 
ficient proviſion. When Eljah is ready tofamilh, il !* 
he can make a Raven to undertake his Caterſhip, 
and when he fits ſolitary under a Juniper-trec, 
hand him a collation by 2n Angel as his Servitor. 
And 


\nd a modicum with his bleſſing, is better than 
he greateli multiplication without it. For man 
ives not by bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
'eeds out of the mouth of God, Matth. 4. He fills 
is pzoples hearts with tood and gladnels. He can 
21] Mcurte much z while the meat 1s in ſinners mouths, 
rs Mic <2n fend leannels into their fouls, and they may 
ill Mat, but not have enough, drink, but not be 
ir Miilled, be clothed, but not be warm : So he can 
|. Mbleſsa little; Damel's pulic he can reader more 
( {nouriſhing than the Kings dainties, Though the 
\- Miizff of bread be broken in pieces, yet he can re- 
-d Mocw it, or at leaſt deal gractoutly with the foul, fo 
ot (zs it ſhall fay, I haveenough. Nimis avaris anmus, 
gs, (ci non ſufficit Dew. Bernard. The experience of 
a Mthis was chat gave the Church fuch a large felti- 
1! val of joy ina faſting-day, Hab. 3.17. Although 
». Mibe Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be 4 
e_ Mihe Vines; the labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the 
fields ſhall yield no meat, the flock, ſhall be cut off in 
the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls : 
yet I will rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
if my ſalvation. And as in the want of neceſſary 
competencies for outward and bodily ſuſtenance z 
{oun the loſs of worldly conveniencies, God 1s his 
peoples helper. He recompenfeth them an hun- 
e MW dred-fold 5 what they loſe im temporals, they gain 
_ in ſpirituals; and when bereaved of all this world 
I <an afford, can yet cry out, we have cnough, all 
in our God. Though they be as having nothing, 
yet they poſſeſs all things, and retain their heirſhip, 
while they appear to the world to have loti their 
Sonſhip =» Yea in the utmolt miſgivings of their 
fouls, when not only their cnjoyments, but even 
F 4 their 
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their expeCtancies are thrown , over-board, and 
ſet all on float, their hope periſht from the 
Lord, yet his compaſſions bear them up, Lam. 
3. 21. And when with Fonah, they apprehend 
themſelves caſt out of his fight, yet can they look 
towards his holy Temple, -onab 2, 4. 

| Yea ſecondly, As under the frufiration of e&x- 
pced comforts, fo under the feeling of unex- 
peed crofles and afflictions 15 God their help. 
God is never far trom his people, when trouble 
is near; When men draw back, he draws molt 
near, and miſery advanceth forward ; he never 
gocs away and leaves them naked combatants 
with it, It outward mercies fail, he will give 
contentation under the want of them, or bettcr 
mexcies inſtead of them; exchanges the gold of 
Heaven for this carthly droſs : (Though others 
have the portions, they have with Iſaac the In- 


heritance, and the men of the world gifts , with 


Febor am, they have the Kingdom, and change ot 
worldly comforts, tor the hopcs of future glory, 
and a double portion of the gitts an1 graces of his 
Spirit, 15 no robbery or mjury.) Yea he often 
beltows better 1n kind, as well as value; as he 
gives them Hhimſclt, who is better than many 
wives, children, cjiatcs, (for when all theſe dic, 


he yet lives) fo he raijſeth up other comforts 


to ſweeten their croſſes : when he takes away 
ane mercy, ſends another in the ſtead. If David 
loſcth his child, which ſurviving had been a ftand- 
ing monument of his ſhame, he ſhall have a $S0- 
lomon, that thall be to him a Crown of Glory in 
his ſtead : So, if outward afiftions approach, he 
will finde out a way of deliverance, 1 Pet. 4 9 

c 
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The Lord knows how to deliver the golly out 
of all temptations. Troubles ruſh in upon us 
{uddenly oftentimes, and we know not which 
way we come into them, but God makes our 
way out of them, He opens for us a back-door 
of eſcape, when there appears of it n» humane 
probability. Many a time did he dcliver them; 
faith the Pfalmiſt of Iſrael, Pſal. 106. 42. They 
cried unto the Lord, and he delivered them out of 
ther diſtreſſes. Under ſoul-conflicts, when they 
have even concluded thcir caſe deſperate, God 
hath come in with his calvation, When Hezekiab 
laies, He is cut off, and ſhall never more ſee the 
Lord i the Land of the Living, fo that his foul was 
in great bitterneſs, in love to his ſoul, his God de- 
livers him from the pit of corruption, Iſa. 38. 17. 
When the ſoul is reduced to ſuch extremities, as 1t 
knows not what to do, how any longer to hope, 
but draws up deſperate concluſions againſt mercy, 
and faics, The Lord will be gracious no more; hc 
hath in anger ſhut up his tender mercies, I ſhall 
{urcly fall by the ſtrength of this corruption, that 
temptation ; (As Mris. Honywood ſaid ) As ſure as 
this Glaſs breaks, I ſhall be damned.) The ſoul 
lookt for comfort from Ordinances, and Promiles, 
expectcd help from faithful Miniſters, and fellow- 
Chriſtians, but findes none to fave, none to com- 
tort ; even then he findes out ſome Meſſenger, an 
Interpreter, one among a thouſand toſhew to man 
his uprightneſs 3 then he is gracious, and delivers 
him trom going down to the pitz he delights in 
the Almighty, and lifts up his' face to God. Fob 
Cap. 22. and cap. 33. And fo under outward ca- 
lamicixs, which eome ſo ſuddenly and violently, 

as 
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as there ſeems no way of reſcue or reſiſtance, but 
a man cries out with David, He ſhall, muſt one 
day fall by the band of Saul, by the power of this 
or the other affliction, yet God delivers out of the 
mouths of theſe ravening Lions z as he did him, 
Pſal. 31. 22. Iſaidin mine haſte, I am cut off from 
before thine eyes, nevertheleſs thou heardit the voice 

my ſupplications whenT-<ried unto thee. Though 
he were even at deaths door, at the graves mouth, 
God brought up his ſoul from the grave, and 
kept him alive, that he went not down into the 
pit. The ſorrows of death compaſſed bim, and the 
pains of Hell got hold upon him, and be ſaid in bus 
haſte, all were lyars, the Prophet Samuel, and all ; 
yet at length God gave him ſuch experience of his 
{alvation, as he cuuld not contain, but cries out, 
Thou haſt delivered my ſoul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling. It's Gods 
uſual method to work by contrarie*, and as hc 
diſappoints . finners in the height of their hopes 
and confidences 3 ſo he relieves his Saints in the 
lowelt ebbs of their ditkdencies and deſponden- 
cies 3 hecaſis them down when advanced on the 
higheſt pinnacle of unlelerved, and abuſed mer- 
cy, and lifts his own up, when plunged into the 
moſt decp and 1atricate labyrinths of affliction and 
milcry. And that 3s the Jaſt particular in this tirſi 
branch of the Propohtion, In what reſpects God 
15 an help to his people. 

The {econd follows : Huw, or after what ſort 
and manner he gives thera help. Take it briefly in 
thele following particulars, which will enhance 
the excellency ot divine help. | 

Firit, He helps ſuddenly and URENPGaly , 

Wacn 


but 
one 
his 


the 
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hen his people little dream of it, leaſt of all look 
or it, and expect it, Pſal.. 126. 1. When the 
Lord turned again the captivity of Sion, we were 
Iike them that dream. The deliverance was fo 
preat as it ſeems incredible, too good news to be 
true. Wicked men build Callles in the Air, and 
dream of more mercy than they finde true; dream 
they eat, and when they awake, are an hungry, 


The godly carry a low fail, and commonly dream 
of lels. The world is commonly worſe "than } , 
its promiſcs, God ordinarily better than his word. | 
dinners meet with leſs, Saints more than they | 


expeted. God, with a breath blows the wicked 
iato deſtruction, and with a breath commands 
his peoples deliverance, Their ruin is (udden ; 
now does deſolation come upon them in a mo- 
ment, and they are conſumed with Gods terrours? 
When Babylon is ſo pleaſed with her elf, that ſhe 
courts her (elf like a Lady, God can make her a 
Widow. As gliding waters, melcing ſnales, un- 
tmely births, ſo is their proſperity, and as 2 
ſudden flame, or unlookt for H-rricane, comes 
their miſery, Pſal. 58. 9g! And no lefs expected 
are $10ns reparations. It's compared to a Crea- 
tion, 1ſa. 65. 18. which is ſuddenly cff-cted, a ge- 
veration, Which is in inftanti; Nay, before the 
travelled, ſhe brought forth, Iſa. 66. 7, 8. Sne 1 
delivered before her time, and without pain, and 
yct does not milcarry. Yea, and as her deli- 
verance comes uncexpecedly as to time, fo to 
means likewiſe, Micab 4. 10. Be in pain, and la- 
bour to bring forth, O Daughter: ef Sion, like a wo- 
man iu travel, Thou ſhalt go even to Babylon, there 


ſhalt thou be delivered. An enemy ſhall boys 
cr 
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her Midwife, who ſought to be her murderer. It's 
but the ſhine of Gods face, and his people ar: 
faved, Pſal $0. uit. But the turn of his hand, and 
his people are delivered, Z:ch.13. He faies, return, 
his word can do it as well as his work, Pſa.go.z. 
Judgements come on foot, but mercy on hotſc- 
back, on the wing, skipping over the hills, and 
leaping over the mountains. No ſooner do Gods 
people cry to him in prayer, but he eccho's to 
| them in mercy, Iſa. 58. 9. Then ſhalt thou cal, 
and the Lord ſhall anſwer : Thou ſhalt cry, and he 
| ſhall ſay, here am TT, As Gods people an{wer to 
\ his voice commanding, Speak, Lord, thy Servants 
hear , (o he anſwers to their voice petitioning, 
| Call upou me, aud I will anſwer thee, Jer. 33. 3. 
' He cuts ſhore his work in righteouſtcefs , Rom, 
9. 28. 

Secondly, Gradually; though falvation comes 
ſuddenly, yet not ſimul & ſemel, all at once 1s it 
compleated and perfected. It's compared to lght, 
which creeps upon the Air pedetentim, by little 
and little. The dawning of the day goes bcfore 
the high noon. God works for his people, 
ToAviroG x aoauTpirac, after divers waics and 
manners : by piece-meals and inches, as it were. 
Sion 1s not built in a day, God could deſtroy 
his peoples luſts, and their enemies together, but 
he flatcs them not, It they ſhould forget, He 
could at once perfcc the building of grace in the 
foul, and work of rctormation in his Church, but 
he chuſeth to let it have its ſtages  tirſt laies the 
foundation, then laics on the ſuperltructures, and 
ſo atlati perf:&s the tabrick , that ſo he may have 
the greater tribute aud revenue of praiſes and 

accla- 
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acclamations coming into his Grace, God 15a 
God that waits to be gracious to his people; 
but he is alſo a God of Judgement. They ſhall 
get ground, but yet mult be fighting 3 they ſhall 
have ſupply, yet mutt be waiting. The prudent 
Father will not give his child his whole portion 
into his hand at once z nor the diſcreet friend truſt 
all the ſtock he intends to his fricnd together, but 
help them by degrees according to their neceflj- 
tiesand occaſions; thereby to engage their con- 
tinual dependance upon them. Lefſer motions 
are ordinarily quick, but great motions ſlower. 
God gives the wicked Prodigal all in hand, 
whom he hath no further thoughts of good will, 
and purpoſes of grace and love unto z but in 
reſpe& of his people, he does all tor eternity; 
and therefore with the skiltull Artiſts, draws 
not up his work in haſte, but takes time to make, 
it the more beautiful and admirable. God is the 
Saviour of his people, and yet ſometimes like 
the curious Limner, hides his work till the 
whole draught be compleated, Iſa. 45. 15. 
Verily thou art a God that hideft thy ſelf, O God of 
Iſrael, the Saviour. He carries on the work ina 
very hidden and mylicrious way, by ſo many 
#nigma's and riddles of providence, as his foot- 
ticps cannot eaſily be traced, nor his handy-work 
{carcht out to perfeftion, There are many hi- 
therto's in his mercics and falvations, many Eben- 
ezers, 1 Sam. 7: 12. He called the name of it Eben- 
ezer, ſaying, Hitherto bath the Lord helped us. 

Thirdly, He helps opportunely and ſcafonably, 
in the very preſent emergency, and ſtrait, in the 
hour, the nick of trouble. Oponaeny wm 
alt 
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Salt that (ſcafons any mercy. Now God tim 


all his helps and ſuccours to his people. As he dezliff 


with Chriſt, ſo with them; Ju an acceptable 
time be hears them, and inthe day of ſalvation h: 
helps them. He 1s 92% dw6 perduy', a God at a 
pinch; In the Mount will he be ſeen — when hi; 
own arm ſhall be the more corfp cuous z or when 
his people are in eminent and imminent dangers, 
When the murdering-knife 1s putting to Iſaac's 
throat, he plucks back Abrabam's hand. When 
\ the Canon 1s diſcharging againſt the Jews, then 
; he muzzles the mouth of it, Deut, 32. 36. Fo 


the Lord ſhall judge bis people, and repent himſelf g 


for bus Servants , when be ſeeth that their power 
3s gone, and there is none ſhut up or left. When 
the ſiege can hold no longer (and there's none 
left. in the fenced Cities, more than in the op:n 
Plains ) then forthwith comes relick. Thi 4 
the day of Facob's trouble, alas, for that day u« 
great, and there is none like it, but he ſhall be 
ſaved out of it, Jer. 30. 7. Daies of great trouble, 
are daics of glorious ſalvation. When Iſrae! 
was in a very great diſtreſs, like to be ſwallow- 
ed up. by the Ammonites, and upon their appli- 
cations to God he turns them off, with a pro- 
teftation that he would deliver them no more; 
yet pleading the inftancy of their opprefſion, and 
begging relick in the preſent exigency ( Deliver 
s only we pray thee this day ) His foul was 
grieved for their miſery, and his pity became 
follicitor to his power in order to their ſuccour 
and redreſs, 7udg. 10. 16. Whcn the ſoul hke 
Fonah, m the Whales belly, is even ſwallowed up 
of ſorrow, and out of the depths, the mw of 
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(ll, cyics to the Lord, He will hear him. God 
ath ſaid, He will bring his people back, from the 
epths both of Earth and Sea, Plal. 68. 22. Pal. 
1.25. Prayer put up to Heaven by a ſoul ready 
» ſmk in the mize, as being able to finde no 
ianding, 15 alwaics in an acceptable time : That 
5 moll;ſimum .fandi tempws, Plal. 69. 13. Gods 
cp 1s limited to no time, but there are uſually 
wo ſpecial ſeaſons when the fruic of mercy is 
z11 ripe, and God plucks 1t off che trce of pro- 
dence, and throws it into the laps of his 
people z either when their enemies condition 1s 
high, and they triumphant, or his pcoples low, 
and they deſpondent and deſperate. 
Firſt, The influx of divme help is then ſca- 
lnable under the enemies rage, height and 1n- 
lolency, when they blaſpheme the God of Hea- 
ven, and fay, Where is their God become ? There 
5no help for him in his God; Ah fo would 
we have it 3 God hath forſaken him, perſecute 
him, and take him 3 there is none todeliver him 3 
we offend not, they have linned againſt the Lord, 
the habitation of Juſtice, the hope of their Fa- 
thers. God then will make no delay, but make 
hatic for their help ; When the malignant Church 
vaunted 1t againſt the true (4s the debaucht Har- 
lot againſt che chaſte Miſixe(s) the returns her this 
anſwer, Micah 7.8, 10.. Rejoyce not againſt me, O 
wine egemy, Though Tfall, I ſhall riſe: She that i 
mine enemy ſhall ſee ir, and ſhame ſhall cover her, 
which ſaid to me, Where i the Lord thy God? 
Secondly, Under the Saints fuccumbency, when 
they ſeem to be ſwallowed up quick of the rage 
of their advetlary,z £9 fall by the power of cor- 
Fe ; ruption, 
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ruption, to be in ſuch an eſtate as. they cannot ex. 
tricate and winde themſclyes out by all their po- 
licy and induftry ; yea, are ready to conclude, 
The Lord hath forſaken them, and there is no hope ; 
their hope is periſhed, their way hid, gnd their 
Judgement paſſed over from their God 3 it's in 
vain, and they will wait on the Loid no longer, 
are ready to leave off, and quite give over pray- 
Ing, waiting, hoping and believing 3 their ſpirits 
fail them, and they are ready to put forth their 
hand to iniquity; their extremity 1s his oppor- 
tunity- This is that David urgeth, Pſal. 70. ult. 
JT am poor and needy, O God, thou art my help and 
deliverer. And fo the Church, Pſal. 44. lr. 
Our foul is bowed down to the duſt, and our bel) 
cleaves tothe Earth, Ariſe for our help — When 
Gods ſervants know not what to do, 2 ipſa bora 
dabitur ,, and when they are expoſed to great in- 
juries and oppreflions, it repents the Lord be- 
cauſe of their groanings, by reaſon of them who 
opprels and vex them, Fudg. 2. 18. I have ſeen 
the afflion of my people Shich are in Egypt, and 
beard their cry by reaſon of their Task-maſters, and 
I know their ſorrows : And when their ſighmng 
and crying came up before God by reaſon of their 
bondage, he thought them meet for deliverance, 
Exod. 2. 24. cap. 3. 7,9. The Rabbins have a 
proverb, Cum duplicantur lateres venit Moſes , 
when the tale of Bricks was doubled, then comes 
Moſes a deliverer out of Egypt. Nothing fetcheth 
down-Judgement from Heaven ſooner than the 
cry of Sodoms fins, nor mercy, than of Sions ſor- 
xows. God regards the prayers of the deſtitute, 
hears the groaning of his Turtles, a” for 
cath, 
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death, of his priſoners, dcſtin'd for deſtruction, 
Their mourning weeds, furrowed faces, and tigh- 
ing, ſobbing heurts are (ilent but potent Orators 
at the Throne of Heaven for relief and ({uccour. 
God gives his Enemies a looſe rein for a while, 
but when they grow extravagant the limit; he 
hath ſet them, he pulls at the Curb; and he layes 


the rod on his people to laſh them for their ſins, , 


but if once it f-tcheth tears from their eyes, and 


brings thera to weeping Crols, he ſpares further / 


correction, and throws it into the fire, . 
Fourthly, God helps his People invincibly and 
irreliltibly. Net by might, aor by power, but by my 
Spirit, ſaith the Lord, Zach. 4.6. What 1s this 
Mountain before Zerubbabel ? As he works by an 
afuperable grace in the heart, fo by an omnipo- 
tent power in the world. Thy right hand, O Lor /, 
u become glorious in power, faith Moſes in his ex- 
cllent Canticle, Exod. 15.6. The right hand of the 
Lord doth valiantly, faich the Plalmiti,Pſul. 118.15, 
The right hand is commonly the Inſtrument of 
ation, and the ſeat of power. God ſaves by his 
right hand , Pſal. 17. $. by it he can work , and 
none ſhall let him, nothing is too hard for him. 
For if the very weakneſs of God (to ſpeak as to 
our c2pacity ) be infinitely too much for the 
ſrength of man, what is the ſtrength of God to 
the weakneſs of men? He # wonderful in coun- 
ſel, and mighty in working, Jer. 32. 17, 19. He 
hath power to help, and power to calt down, as 
the Man of God tells Amaziab, 2 Chron. 25. 8. 
The arm of Creatures is but an Arm of fleſh, as 
Hezekiah tells the People to encourage them a- 
gainſt Rabſhaketh's revilings, 2 Chron.32. 8, of 
G in 
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him is au arm of fl-ſb, but with us is the Lord our 
Godl to help us, and to fight our battels. So ablc 
15 God to help, that he can do the work alone, 
though there be none eſe to help. He is the Lord 
atone, and bekdes him is there no Saviour, and hc 
can fave alone, without any uſe of Inſtruments 
and ſecond Cauſes. As Feb:ſophat tclls the People, 
2 Chron. 20. 17. Te need nt fight iu this baſte!, 
the Lord your God fighteth for you. And ſohe did, 
by making their Enemies their own deſtroyers . 
while his Pcople went out with Songs inſtead & 
Weapons, and ſtruck not a ſtroke, only ſang a 
Pſalm of Thankſgiving, they became each other; 
Butchers, and Executioners, Verſ. 22, 23. And fo 
it was in Miawun's deltruction , Grdeon and his 
Souldiers, go out with Lamps and Pitchers, 1n- 
fiead of Military Engines, and not a Sword 
drawn, or Drum beaten, only a ſhout given, and 
the Lord fets every mans Sword againſt his fel- 
. low throughout the whole Hoſt. Fudg. 7. 22. 
Here was the Finger of God evidently manifeſtcd 
for his People againſt their Enemies, in making 
them ſpend their Arrows one on another. <0 dealt 
God zlfo with the Egyptians, that they confeſſed 
the Lord fought againit them for Iſrael, Exod, 
14. 25. Here was the immediate hand of Hea- 
ven. Gods Providence can. eafily diſcover, di- 
vert, or difcomfit his Enemies, making their 
own fears their ſuare,as he did the Syrians, 2 King. 
7. 6. Yea, ſuch 15 Gods Omnipotency , that 
though there be never ſo many lctts and hinde- 
rances , reſiſtances and oppolitions ,, he can leap 
over all. If he hath none to help, there ſhall bc 
| none ſhall hinder, If he cavnot finde his way, 
| (wit 


( with Hannibal ) he will make it ; he. can make 
every hill a Plain. Notwithſtanding all impedi- 
1c, Y ments he can work his intentions, and accome 
rd I pliſh his Purpoſes both in the World, andin the 
hc WY Heart. Though violent temptations affail, and 
1's I firong corruptions oppoſe, fo as the Sous of Zer- 
c, MW viab fcrem to be too hard'for the Soul, grace cag 
trumph over all difficulties and di{cQuragements, 
, W and level all cowring thoughts, and ſoaring ina» 
;, MW ginations, and bring it'into the obcdience of the 
of WM juſt. There is no difficulty to omwipotency. He 
a MW can cauſe the work of his Temple to go on wm 
r; MW troublous times ,: and give the great things of 
OM Righteouſn:ſs and Reformation which have met 
is MW with nothing but a mifcarrying Womb, and fry 
- © Breaſts, firengeh to conceive, and, alo:to, bring 
d i forth. And the deſigns of Enemies he can; make 
dl all abortive. The :wiſcft Counfellor againſt Js 
. 8 Church he can make his own Exceutioner, 

cauſe him to exchange his badge of honour for 
an zgnomimous Halter, 2'S 9; 17. 23; Though 
Gebal , Ammonu , and Amatck, conſpue., he can 
blow on their Confederacies by the. breath of his 
noftri'ss Anticbriſh who lets , he: | qan remove 
ouc of the way , and make the little. Horn puſh 
the Nations, and the intereſt of the ELambbreak 
in pieces the Kingdom: of the Beaſt, though his 
followers be even moumerable. Hence it's warthy 
our obſervation , that he chooſeth to appear for 
his People in a very low condition, ( Pfal.. 136: 
23.) that ſo «liquid divins might appear in all 
his Manifeſtations, He overlooks his People, 
when ere& as the Palm; or ſpreading forth then 


lelves-as the green Bay-tree, and looks:upon them, 
G 2 when 
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when like the Myrtle they” dwell in a low place. 
Sach is the power of his Providence in his ope- 
rations for his Servants, as in Scripture-phralc it 
obtains the name of a Reſurrection, to the pcr- 
formance whereof is requiſite no lcfs than an inh- 
nite and omnipotent Arm, Ezek, 37. when they 
are as dry bones, and ſcattered, he can command 
2 re-entrance of the ſpirit, a return of fe ; To 
which metaphor David alludes in his Prayer and 
Invocation for help, Pſal. 141. 7, 8. Our bones 
are ſcattered at the graves mouth, as when one cut- 
teth and cleaveth Wood upon the earth. But mine 
eyes are to thee, O God, the Lord: in thee is mytruſt, 
leave not my ſoul deſtitute. 

Fifthly : He helps them proportionably. Di- 
vine wiſdom diſpeuleth Mercy by an even bal- 
lance unto its receivers, by a juſt proportion, and 
that fourfold; To His Peoples wants, defires , 
bopes and expeations, and their good improve- 
ments. | 

Firſt, To their Wants and Neceflities. Gods 
ſupply ever reſpects mans indigency. The worlds 
gule is, Habenti dabitur. The Rich have many 
Friends ; The more men have, the more they 
would, and ſhall have. But this poor man cried , 
and the Lord heard him. He is an helper of the 
Fatherlefs, Pſal. 10. 14. and fo its ſaid of Chrili, 
Pſal. 72. 12,13. Heſhall deliver the needy when be 
crieth, the poor alſo, and him that bath no helper, — 
Poor Orphans, who are too commonly the Ob- 
es of the Worlds oppreſſion, are the Objects 
of Gods and Chrifis compaſſion and commilcra- 
tion. It was Fob's teſtimony of his integrity , 
that he delivered the poor that cried, the fatberleſs, 

| and 
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and him that had none to belp him, Job 29. 12, cap. 


31. 21. and its a Rule of Equity obſerved in Hez- | 


ven: Gods relief loves to lift up thoſe whom the 
ſenſe of their own wants hath caſt down. Ne- 
ceflity hath a loud voice, and prevailing with the 


Almighty. Mans miſery, it's «nſa divine miſeri- | 


cordie, God pours the Oyl and Wine of Conſo- | 


ſolation into. broken hearts, wounded fpirits. 
Drooping and dejeqed hearts may molt 'conti- 


dently expe health' from the light of this Hea- | 
venly Phyfitians countenance, The World leaves | 


us, when we molt want ir, and Creatures for- 
lake us, when we have moſt need, but then God 
ltands by us When che hour of ſicknels comes, 


| 


| 


/ 
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he alwayes givcs his people the ſweeteſt Viſits o£/ 


Love. Men commonly take the ſtrongeſt ,-but 
God, the weak: (t fide. What 1s ſaid of Earthly 
Monarchs, 'is much more true of him'the King 
ot Kings, and Lord of Lords , the only Poten- 
tate, Parcit ſubjeffis , debellat ſuperbos, -He pulls 
down the mighty from their ſcat, and exalts them 


of low degree. He fills the hungry, / but ſends the 


rich empty away. {x | 
Secondly, To their Prayers and Requeſts. Ask+ 
ing 15 the readycſt way ot having, | This depends 
on the former, ( for Oratio fine malis-+quaſi Avis 
fine alis. He that wants not, beggs not, or at leaft 
ought not-fo to do. ) But now true ſeekers are 
alwayes (good fpeeders. The moſt fturdy-Beggars 


20 away with Heavens Alms, and the eagerly. 


{olliciting Favourites come away with grants. 
from the Thrane of Mercy. The Apoſtle plain- 
ly infinuates, that an holy Tajjnoia at the Throne 


of Grace, a bold ſuit there is the ſurcſt way of 


G 3 obtaining 
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obtaining gxace to help in time of need, Heb. 4. 
alt, ©uy tomtide vogat decet megare; A cold ui 
do's but. make way for the tronger, denyal 3 but 
20” holy (a4) umportunity God cannot, will 
not 'retſt, Luk, 38. Pſgl. 107. 13- They cried unto 
the Lord iy thear trouble, and he ſaved them out of 
#ll their, diftrefſes, He that belieges and beleaguers 
Heaven with his Prayers, ſhall have what jt can 
afford him» The Kingdom of Heaven delights to 
Wiffer this holy Violence. Let Moſes hold down 
His hands.aud Amalek, prevails, let him lift them 
up, and iſrael, prevail. When Fehoſopbat and all 
the' people of Judah were jn 8 great firazt, they 
ſent up: their, united voices in ane general ſhout 
to-heayeyn, to ask help of the Lord, 2 Chrox. 20.4. 
And heuegeth God'with his Promue nn prayer, 
which; was,,; when evil came upon them, as the 
Sword, Judgement, Pelileyce, or Famine, if they 
£ned ito! him. in their atfliftion, he would bear, 
and hclp. God commonly _gives help 45 an an- 
twer i8pd return of Prayer. Prayer enlaxgeth 
and exMijieteth the Soul, defire fixetcheth it our 
for the recciving larger meaſures cf Mezcy , and 
af provokes God allo to befiow them. Obſerve, 
#vhat God! promifech Feremgah as to. deliverance 
from ahe>Behieniſh \Gaptivity , Fer. 29. 12, 13: 
Then ſhall ye call upon me,. and ye ſhell pye ayd pray 
19s0 9, 844 ] pill hearkey to you, Aud ye ſhal 
fork, ut, idfinde me, whey ye ſhall ſearch for me 
| Praycn, that Lygio Fal- 


wth gll-yopribeart.... 
minatris , that band of Chriflian Sopldicrs;, ob- 
tained + x&frclhing ſhowne; when ther engmics 
Were broken. with adreadfoll ſtorm. 

Thurdly, To cheix Hopes and expeRancies. God 
ade =. loyes 


loves to give his People an expettel end. Ac- 
cording to thy Faith be it to thee, was our Sivi- 
ours /ulual welcom to all com:rs to him. Mercy , 
commonly comes on the wing of Faith. Ofeum 
miſericor die ( lauh Bernard) non infunditur iſt in 
of vaſa fiducie. The Veficl of Faith 1s that recerves 

tae - precious Liquor of Mcrcy. Faith 1s the Buc- 


a ket chat draws the waters of life out of the 
_ wdl of Salvation. Faxh was that gave A-1jab 
.n ''Hory over feroboam , 2 Chron. 13. 18. Thus 
m fs chilaren of Iſrael were brought und-r at that 


ume, and the Children of Jud:h prevailed, becauſe 
, they relied. upon the Lird God of their Fathers. 
Y The ſtay and {tcength of all fates as well as Per- 
lons, and affurance of all Victories, dep<nJs on 
Fr their cruſt and confidence in the Lord. Faith is 
a wonder-working grace ; What was the Intfi- 
ment of all choſe heroick ations done by the 
9 ME Patriarchs, and primitive Worthics, but Faith ? 
"> W Through Faith they ſubdued Kingdoms , wrought 
righteouſneſs ; 0:tained Promiſ:s, Heb. 11.23. Faith 
+ I overcomes luſt within, and the World without. 
F It's a Shield againſt, and a Sword to all our ad- 
verſaries 3 at layes hold on divine he'p, engage: 
Almightineſs , extorts mercy from Heaven, Ce- 
lum tundiamus , preces fundimus , miſericerdiam ex- | 
" I forguemus, quoth Tertwlian. Faith removes moun- 
4 tans, of.pride within, and powcr without. It's 
, | = inviacible grace,! and no wonder, becauſe the 
ouly receiving grace, and makes uſe of ywhatſo- 
ever is ig God tor the ſupply of a p6or Creature ; 
and Quauts vas fidei capacius afferimus ({aith the 
Father) tamto majus gratie inundantis exbaurimus. 
The larger the Bucket, the fuller the Veſſel, the 
G 4 larger 
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larger the Net, the greater the Draught, Bu 


now Infidelity cuts ſhort, and withers the ar 
\ of Mercy , as Faith unbares it, They that be 
lieve in the Lord ſhall proſper, -2 Chron, 20. 20 
But if ye will not believe, ye ſhall not be eſta 
bliſhed. Iſa. 7. 9. Unbelief prevailing, no hel 

| againli luſts at home, O faithleſs generation, ſait 
Chriſt to his Difciples, when they could not calf 
out the cvil Spirit, there lay the reafon of thei 
zmpotency , unbelict hinders Chriſts own mura- 
cles, he could not do many things there, becaulc 
of their unbelick. O Auguſtine, In te ſftas & non 
( fas, was language to Auſtiz, when he could not 
overcome his beloved corruption : Nor yet againli 
Enemics abroad. Alas, Infidelity epens a back- 
doore for Syria's e{cepe, 2 Chron, 16, 7. Becauſe 
thou haſt rely.d ou the King of Syria, and not relied 
04 the Lord thy God, therefore is the Hoſt of the 
King of Syria eſcaped out of thine hand, Want of 

| due and noble cxerciſls of Faith on God in the 
day of Proſperity , provokes God often to leave 
| his own Pcople in the day of Adverlity, God 
loves to be trufied by his People, their Faith ho- 
nours him: He that.comes to him-for mercy , 
mul} believe his being, and his plentifull remune- 
rations, and an Unbeliever muſt expc& to-xeccive 
nothing at the hand of the Laxd. 

Fourthly , To their right uſe and improve- 
ment, or worthy carriage and deportment. They 

/ who do belt ſhall have beſt with God, and that 
, Moſt endeavour to help forward his glory, he 
! will moſt influence them with comfort. Urenti 
| dabitur. Dii munera laboribus — Truly God is good 
to Iſrael, Walk before me, ſaith God to I, 
gn 
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id be perfelt, and I will be thy Sbield and Buckler, 
and thy exceeding great reward. Let God have. 
much of ithe fruit of our obedience, and we may 
expe much of the light of his Lenders f 
Ordinarily , the more Ships we ſend out laden 
with duty, the larger returns we finde of Mercy 
The more Service we do to our great and Sore 
raign Lord , the more we have of Privilcdg 
The end of all deliverance is ſervice in holineſs 
and righteouſneſs, and the end of righteouſneſs 
is peace and aſſurance for ever 3 the fruit thereof 
sſown 1n peace, and fuch as the ſced-time 1s, fuch 
is the harveſt. Sinclips the wings of Mercy. God 
will never beftow his Corn and Wine on them 
who beftow it on themſelves and their luſts, nor 
truſt his mercics in their hands, who make them 
weapons to fight againſt him. His falvation 1s 
nigh them that fear him, ard his blefling upon his 
pcople z but he will not take the ungodly by the 
hand, or help the evil doers, Fob 8 20. <in fe- 
parates God, and a Soul, divorceth him and a 
People; an unthankfull or unfrunfull 'return of 
his Influences wholly ſhuts them up. No long 
ſhinings of his favour, where no refletions of our 
gratitude; noallegiance no protection, but a calt- 
ing out of the lines of the communication ot his 
grace, While we do well and be obedient, we 
ſhall eat the good of the Land, but if rebellious, 
we ſhall be devoured with the Sword. [f faith- 
tull Sexvants, he will become our gracious and 
affte@ionate- Saviour , but if undutitull Sons, he 
will be our Judge and Corrector. Iſa. 63. 9, 10, 
In all their afflidion be was afflicied, aud the Angel 
of bis preſence ſaved them: In his love, and in bus 
| 7 pity 
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pity he redeemed them, and he bare them, and car- 
ried them all the daies of old, But they rebelled, and 
pexed bis boly S purit 3 therefore he was turned to te 
their enemy, and he fought againſt them. His pro- 
maſes of alliance to preſence with his People are 
conditional, and ſo are hys pertormances, Dum (c 
bene geſſerint. As the Secr told King Aſa, 2 Chrox. il 
I5. 2. The Lord is with you, while ye be with 
him ;z and if ye ſeek hum, he will be found of you , 
but if ye torfake him, he will forſake you. And fo: 
much tor the {egond particular, how God helps il, 
his People. SY 
Thirdly, What are the Cauſes of Divine Help, Wl 

or the reaſons why God will help his People ?Ml, x 
Firſt, In reſpeR of that relation he bears to-Mi,,; 
wards them, or that.1ight and propriety he hath 
in them. Relations, though of ſmall entity, arc 
of great ethcacy. Now there 4s anear and anti- 
mate; yea, an united and manifold Relation be- 
tween God and his People, They are zelatcd col ;;4 
him mn Chriſt, that mighty one, on whom hc hea 
hath laid help 3 though by nature afar off, yet by Wjc 
grace made nigh, and have 2 new and living way thy 
opened through his blood, whereby they draw I ., 
migh to God, and beg hclp avd {uccour from him, I 4; 
Heb, g.ult. He is the ſaving lirength of hus Anomt- Il 14; 
ed, Pſal.28.7. Orby his Anointed, as ſome read, I} ;;, 
the firength of thews (alvation by Chritt. They IN 4 
are related to haim in govenant. He 3s their God, | |. 
and they are his people. And being their God, 
thercfare he mult necds become their ſalvation. NN & 
As Moſes ſings, Exod, a5. 2 Salvation is of the | 1 
Lord, and his blefling 45 upon his People, Pſal. EÞ c 
3-ult. He is their Shephard, and they Gre his Þ p 
cp, 6 
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ep; their Maker, and they his Image; the 
ork of his hands, and what isa man maxe ten- 
r of than lus picture, or a King more nice 


TO-B:nof bis com ? The Father protcets and pro- 
arcWcs tor his Children 3 though Prodigalshe cakes 
"ſe Bine care of them. The Husband helps and dc- 


nds the Wife. Our Law fares, Vxer: lis non in. 


'UW.uditur, no ſuit can be commenced againſt a 
$ ite, becauſe ſhe is under Covert-baxn. The 


iend is helpful and bencficial to the friend, 
rhom ſhould a man expect realict from in his 
irait, but from his fricnds? 4 Fritnd w bara for 
Aduerſaty, and is better thaw a Brother. God is 
i Father and friend to his Pcople. 45s .@ Father 
ties bis children, ſo dees the Lord pity them that 
" Mar biz. Doubtleſs, thou art our Father — But 
© Www, O Lord, thou art our Father. Ia. 64.8. And 
W; we being evil, know how to give good gifts to aur 
" Mbildren, and ſhould be worle than Infidels, if we 
0 WY c:4 not provide for them, how wuch mare ſhall our 
© Mhcavenly Father take Care of bis children ? Yea, 
he is the Husband of his People, Iſa. 54. 5. For 
7 


thy Maker is thine Husband 3 from him they may 
cxpect,.and to him they may ſeek for protection. 

BW Abraham was: called, the friend of God, Jan, 2.23. 
E He is their Matter, and they arc his Servants; 
their King, and they his Subje&s. Now, no 
Maſter but will maintain his Servant in the wprk 
he does for him, and by his order and appoiat- 
ment, he will alwaies maintain the cauſe of his 
Servants, Princes will defend their Subjects 4n 
the way -of their duty and allegiance. Thys is/the 
Churghes: Argument in her prayer for mercy, 
Pſal. 44: 4; Thou art my King, O God, commanid 
FE: deliver ances 
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deliverancrs for Facob, Yea, this is a firm coÞi'5» 
clufion of her faith, Iſa, 33. 22. The Lord is of: 


udge, our Law-giver, our King, he will ſave 


a Vi 


They are tiled his portion and heritage, Iſa.5 4.1 ! 


Deut. 32.9. As he 1s their, ſo they his porti 
and he will not ſuffer that to be waſted and < 
bezelled. His Jewcls, in compariſon of whom : 
the world belides are but as fo much lumbe 
Mal. 3. 17- He will not admit their ſpoil 


od tl 
| cal 
ich 


plunder. ' His Turtle, Pſal. 74. 19. which hath ai 
wates a ſympithy with its mates affli Aion. HY 
bcloved favourites, for whom he hath a choicdſ": 


reſpet, and cndeared affection, in whom 

takcs fingular delight and complacency, Pſa 
18. 19. and 60.5. Their heart 1s {et on God, and 
his heart on them , and becauſe he loveth them 


he compaſleth them with favour as with a ſhield 


Pfal. 5. 12. The apple of his eye, Zach. 2.8. No 

as the eye 1s the tenlereſt part of the body, (c 
is the apple of the eye. They are his hidda 
ones, for privacy and value, worth and exceller. 
cy3 more excellent than their neighbours, the leaf 
meaneft of them more worth than all the world; 


a people of whom the world is not worthy, - 


Heb. 11. 38. His precious ones, Iſa. 43. 4. In 


compariſon of whom, all ether arc but vile in| 
his account. His holy ones, Pſal. 86. 2, which he | 


will not ſutfer the world to prophane. His cho- 
{en ones, or the people of his choice : The Lord 
' bath choſen F acob unto himſelf, and Tſrael for his 
peculiar Freaſure, Plal. 135. 4. His redeemed ones, 
or the people- of his purchaſe, Iſa. 43. 3: which 
he will in no_ wiſe loſe, either by fraud or vio- 
lencez his Garden or Paradiſe, wherein he de- 
Ee, lights, 
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co&hts, Iſa. 58. 18. His Vineyard, which he both 
5 fiters, and watches every moment, Iſa. 27. 3. 
ve 2 word, his Faceb and Iſrael, againſt whom 
1 W*r< 15 no inchancment or divination, Nymb.1 3, 
1d the work of his hands, which he will in 
) caſe forſake, Pſal. 138. ut. And concerning 
ich he will not only be intreated, but alſo com- 
ded, Iſa. 45. 11. There is a mutual intercſt 
d propricty between God and his People. God 
th made over himſclt to them in the Covenant 
| Grace, and they have reobliged themlſclves to 
m. They are ſaid to have ſurrendred or given 

> themſelves to the Lord, 2 Cor. 8. 5. He ſhall 
(aſe our inheritance for us, faith the Plalmiſt, 
nd$/.47. 4. They have a fiock of prayers going 
mich God, and he hath a fiock of meicy and 
idMWory going with them ; Their interelts are fo 
\yWitcd, and twitted together, as they cannot be 
(Wired. His cauſe is concern'd in his People, 
«$4 his own honour highly ingaged upon their 
count; yea, the vindication uf all his Attri- 
6 Wites, his Power, Wiſdom, Holinz(s, Mercy and 
/,Wodne(G, Truth and Faithfulneſs is obliged in 
y, Wir ſublevation, which elſe would be wholly 
nM, and utterly 1mpaircd in the world. They 
n W: fo linked in an holy league, and ſacred con- 
e Wicracy with him; Thar it's obſervable in - 
. Micir addreſſes to him in prayer againſt their 
1 (mes, they level thum as againſt Gods - inte- 
$ 
| 


lt, and not their own; and all they need re- 
jack 1s, only that God may be glorihed. So Da- 
id, Pal. $3. 3. Lo, thine enemies make a tumult ; 
nd they that hate thee have lift up the bead. He 
0ubts not to call his, Gods encmies. And fo 
Aſa 
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Aſs m tis folemn ſupplications put up to God offfcco 
the approach of that unumerablc hoſt agaiult hinfje 
2 Chron. 14. 11. O Lord (faith he) thow art lf; 
God, let nos man prevail againt thee, Not us, biffirt 
thee. As Gods glory 1s bound up 'in the 708 
bundle with tis Peoples eternal, fois « alto widfio 
their temporal. ſalvation. 

Secondly, In reſpe& of the manitold Prom 
and Engagements he hath made to them. Goff 
hath ingaged for their ſecurity, and bo 
himfelf for their proteQtion, as well as thi 
proviſion, to far as is neceflary. They are (tiled 
The People of bis Covenant, Pal. 111. 12, And thifffwai 
ſtipulation 15 mutual, Fhey axe m covenanWCo\ 
with God, obliged to.his ſervice, and devoted 
his tear. O Lord, truly I am thy Servant, I « 
thy Servant ( faith David ) Pſul. x16. 16. Th 
are engaged to walk 1n his waics, and to be foun 
faithful, And God 1s a God in covenant wit 
them; and as they never leave him, fo will hene 
ver leave them in their enemies hand, Pſal.37.3 
As they defend his glory, ſo will he their intere 
and caufe, If God be a God keeping Covenan 
even with them, while in leſſer things they ſoine 


times break with him, ( Pſal. 89. 34. ) Mud 
more wilt he keep Covenant with them whale If tio! 
they fear him. Though ſalvation be far from th the 
wicked, his falvation 1s with them that fear hin 9 | 
And as they are included in a general Covenant 
fo have they entailed upon them many gracicu ?ſ; 
promifes of ſpecial protection. He hath aid : | 
He will never leave nor forſaksg them, Heb. 13. 5K i++ 
The fame promiſe he made to all Iſrael, DeutY (cc 

th 


$1. 8. and made good to oſha m perfon, he allc 
Pt accom 
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ccompliſheth to all Believers z He will not for- 
Wh: bi People, or caſt off hu Taberitance. He will 
Wc compaſſion on his dwelling-place , he will com- 
wt Son, and chuſe Feruſalem. They have Gods 
xomiſe tor help and deliverance in the day of 
zouble, Pſal.50.15. which is good ſecurity. 1 hey 
re under a reſerved promiſe, under the Judpe- 
ments of Sword, Famine or Peltilence, Amos g. 8. 
Gor. 33. Fſal. 91.10. Which kind of promulcs, 
unWough not abſolute engagements, yet are ſcaſon- 
heWible diredtions, and comfortable incouragements 
n times of calamity and affliction. They are al- 
waics prifoners of hope 3 for by the blood of the 
Covenant God will ſend them out of the pit 
wherein there is no Water, Zach. 9. 11. Cove- 
rants of old were confirmed by Sacrifices, Pſal. 
52.5. Fer. 34. Et ceſa fngebant federa porca. 
nY-#/:rgil —The Lord Jeſus Chrift by the blood of 
10Fis Covenant hath bought outward and common, 
nels well as ſaving and cternal mercies for his 
3 W*ecople, 

re Thirdly, In regard of thoſe conditions of ob- 
nA taining Divine Help, which are ever found in 
neW them. They are under a ficncfs and aptitude of 
diſpoſition to receive it. There are four condi- 
tions or qualifications efpccially , which make 
them meet for this divine influence, which are 
to be found in them. 

The firlt is of Humility, or ſpiritual Poverty, 
Pſal. 34. $. The Lord is nigh to them that are of 
a broken beart, aad ſaveth them that be of a con- 
trite ſpirit. He bcholds the proud afar off, as 
ſcorming his tuition 3 but he graciouſly beholds 
the humble, Iſa. 66.2. In him the fatherlels finde 
IMCICY« 
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mercy. A Father of the fatherleſs, aud Fudge of th 
Widow #4 be out of his boly habit ation, Plal. 68.5.6, 
The Lord helpeth thoſe that are caſt down. The 
Lion pits (as it were ) ito his boſome thoſe 
that bow before him, or lie down at his feet, but 
tears in pieces them that run away fromhim, or 
bid reſittance to him; ſo generous and noble 15 
his nature and diſpoſition , ſatis eſt proftrafſe — 
And fo do:s the Lion of the Fribe of Judah, he is 
a Lion to lofty and ſturdy finners, but a Lambto 
deprefled and dejeted ſouls. Such as advance 
themſelves to the Throne, God brings duwn to 
the footftoo!, but 'to thoſe that patiently bear 
the Croſs, he reacheth forth the Crown.He revives 
the ſpirits of the humble, and the hearts of che 
contrite Ones. | 
Secondly, Prayer and Invocation. Gods People 
are a praying people, a generation of ſeekers, and 
ſach commumly are ſpceders. God fends none 
away that ſo come to him with a nem inventw : 
He never faid to the ſeed of Facob, ſeek ye my 
face in vain. They fcek his face, righteouſneſs 
and firength, and he 18 found of them. When 
Fehoſaphat was compaſſed about with the Syrian 
Hoſt, and had no way to fly but up to Heaven 
he cries to the Lord, and he helped him, 2 Chreyr. 
18. 31. The Saints alone betake themſclves to 
God and his help, run to him as their Sant aary 
others fly from Gods preſence, run to the Rocks, 
and the tops of the ragged Rocks, call to Ls 
hills and the mountains 3 but a child of God gots 
only and tells his Father, and before him laies open 
his cauſe. ' As good Hezekiab did, when Rabſha- 
keth came out againk him, O Lord, I am op-. 
preſled, 
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preſſed, undertake for me; or the Church, Iſ« 33.2. 
Be thou our Arm every moruing, and our ſalvation 
"hefſW in the time of trouble. They only ſenfibly need, =_— 
ole :nd fo alone crave and implore divine ſuccour. 4 
ut And God will not fuffr his People to loſe' the 
or precious treaſure of their prayers, Pſal. 145-18, 19. 
1s i The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him; 
— Wi all that call wpon bim in truth. He will fulfill 
15 Mibe defire of them that fear him; be will alſo bear 
to MWiheir cry, and ſave them. So Pſal. 91. 14, 15.. Be- 
ce MWcauſe he bath ſet bis love upon me, therefore will T 
to Meliver him : I willſet bim on high, becauſe be bath 
ar Miwown my Name, he ſhall call upon me, and 1 will - 
es Merſwer him — That God who prepares his Peoples 
xe WW heart to pray, prepares alfo his own ear to hear 3 
ind he that promiſeth to hear before we call, will 
e MW never deny to hearken, when we cry unto him. 
1 Wl {dco premuntur juſti, ut preſſi clament, clamantes 
e WW exaudiantur, faith*Calvin. Oppreſlioiis and ats 
- Efikions make man cry, and cries ind (upplica- 
7 tions make God hear, Pſal. 141. 1, 2.'— Spread- 
5 Wing forth our hands'in believing and fervent 


prayer, is the only way of graſping mercy. God 
hath given full aſſurance by promiſe, of grants 
on ſuch applications-even under the infliction of 
the greateſt judgements and calamities, i K img, 37. 
2 Chron; 6. 23. —If publick mercy does not, yec 
particuſar at leak alwaies follows as: an anſwer of 
prayer, Pſal,32. 6. For this ſhall every one that is 
godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mavyeſt (1 
beflund : There's the voice of prayer : 'What is j 
the Ecchoof mercy appears in the very-next words, 
Surely in the floods. 'of great waters they ſhall not come 


nigh bo bim, : 
+> ul Thirdly, 


ou. 
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Thirdly, Faith and dependance on God, and 
expectation from him. He that comes unto God 
co goes not away as he comes ad trom his pre- 

-nce) mult believe that he is, and that he is arc- 
warder of them that diligenily (eck him. It's the 
periphralis that David deſcribes him by, The $a- 
viour of them that truſt in bim, Plal, 17. 7. In this 
hope and contidence the Prophet placeth mans 
bleficdnefs, Fer. L7- 7 Bled is the man that 
truſteth in the Lord, whoſe hope the Lord is. The 
Lord is a buckler to them that truſt in bim, Pal. 
18. 30, God isto his People whatſoever by faith 
they make him : Faith makes all chatis in-God 
a mans'own ; it engageth all Gods Attributes, and 
ſecs them at work for his People ;, it obligeth him 
in pojnt of honour to come in for their relict : 
Who will be found ſo unworthy as to fail them 
that truſt to ham ? If a friend truſt to us for ſup- 
ply, count aflifiance, we will by no means dil- 
appoint him. Nay, if an enemy delivers hamſclt 
up into our hands, and confides in us for fecrehic, 
we wul not be ſo. diſingenuous as to betray him ; 
much le{s will, God, ever prove unfaithful to us, 
while we are faithful to ham. Faith calls un help 
from Heaven ; it faith to God as the men of Ma- 
cedonia to Paul, Come over and belp w. God is 
known m her Palaces to bea refuge. Our Fathers 
[truſted in thee, and were not confounded, Pol. 
22.5, Unbelict hinders cliabliſkmenc, but Faith 
uſhers in profperity. It's a riddle to Philoſophy to 
feech ftrength trom another to undergo a-burden ; 
but Faith hath a fecret vertue-to fetch firength 
from God, either as ta doing good, or ' bearing 
evil. The Lord takes pleaſure in them that fear 
him, 
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bim, that hope in bis mercy, Plal. 147. 11. He us 
a Sun and Shield to them that truft in him, Pſal. 
84. 12, Hope in him never makes the foul 
aſhamed. God never forſakes fuch as are de- 
pendants (by faith) upon him : They that cruſt 
n him, ſhall never become deſolate. David urg- 
eh this frequently in this book of Pſalms for 
help and protection, Pſal. 57. 1. Be merciful to me, 
0 God, for my ſoul truſteth in thee, Pſal. 86. 2. O 
thou my God, ſave thy Servant that trufteth in thee. 
So Pſal. 71. 1. Tn thee, O Lord, do T put my truft, 
let me never be put to confuſion. It's obſervable, 
that Gods being a rock and a refuge are joyned in 
Scripture, Pſal. 46. 1. God 1s his Peoples refuge 
which they fly to, their habitation they conti- 
nually reſort to, and therefore he becomes their 
help. Though creatures are broken reeds, and 
crackt ciſterns, yet God was never a broken ſtaff, 
a dry and barren wilderneſs co his People. Now 
Gods children are not only an humble and a pray- 
ing, but a believing and depending p2ople. As 
the child hangs on 1ts Mothersbreatts ; fo do his 
children on their Fathers bowels. We finde holy 
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David uſually profeffing his confidence in his 


God, Pſal. 62. 1. Truly my ſoul waiteth upon God ; 
from bina cometh my ſalvatiov. And ſo verſe 5. My 
ſoul, wait thou only upon God, for my expeQation #s 
from bim. The Lord is'my firength, and therefore 
# become my ſalvation, Pal. 118. 14. The People 
of God knaw his Name, and therefore will truſt 
in him, Pſal. 9. 10. They are a p:ople who will 
not lie, by faKfencfs to their proteffion and prin- 
ciples, or 'vain confidence in ſecond cauſes, or 


creature- comforts 3. a poor afflicted people, that 
H 2 trult 
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truſt io the Name of the Lord, that will not lie, 
nor do iniquity, Zeph. 3, 12, 13. The. hypocrite 
leans on his houſe, as Fob ſpeaks, his parts, pri- 
viledges, protefiion, common grace. The wicked 
man trulis in chariots and horſes, armics and na- 
vies, his riches and revenues, power and carnal 
policies, ſhifts and devices, friends, wit, or 
wealth, Pſal. 49. But what faith the pious and de- 
vout foul? he breaths forth himſelf in David's 
dialet, Pſal. 20. 7. Some tra® in chariets and 
in horſes, but we will remember the Name of the 
Lord. A Saint leans only on the ſtaff of Facob, the 
holy one of Iſrae/;, he hath no other ſtring to the 
bow of his truſt, but God alone ; he expects help 
no where, but from Heaven : Thou art my bope, 
(faith Feremiab) in the day of evil, Jer. 17. 17. 
God is by right the confidence of the nds of the 
earth, but by aq, the ſole dependance of his 
People. They truft in him at all times, and pour 
forth their hearts before him. Even under the 
moſt di{maying providences, which firike amaze- 
ment into others hearts, and dejection into their 
countenancesz yea, ſet the world into an uproar 
and combuſtion ; under his skirt do their ſouls 
truſt. 

 Fourthly, Waiting and attendance upon him. 
Gods People are attendants at the Court of Hea- 
ven, alwaics waiting at the elbow of the Almigh- 
ty. As they area praying, fo a waiting people; 
when they have ſent out the Dove of prayer, they 
wait for her return with an Oliye-branch in her 
mouth: when they have ſent forth the ſhip of 
ſupplication, they Rand like Merchants on the 
ſhore, expeRing her return, full fraught with 
heavenly 


heavenly treaſure. They wait upon the God of 
te jacob, and look- toward him: They hearken 
;. ſand hear what: God ſpeaks, having ſpoken, at- 
d tend the Eccho, and diſpatcht their letters, look 
\.. Mor an anſwer, Now eye hath not ſeen, no ear 
a] Micard, nor can the heart of man conceive, what 
r (60d hath prepared for them that wait tor him, 

-. W//z. 64. God waits to be gracious to them that 

wait for him, 1ſa. 3o. 18. Such as wait on him, 

with ſubmiſſion and reftignation to his will and 

veaſure, due reſped tous glory, apd patient re- 

lution till he ſhews mercy , ſhall never loſe 

their labour. When Davids eyes attend hisGod, 
$s the eyes of a Servant look to the hand of his 
Maſter, and a Maiden to the hand of h-:r Miltrels, 
he is ſure of receiving ſome gitt of mercy trom 
him, Pſal. 123. 2.. When his foul waits tor the 
Lord, more than they that watch tor the morning, 
he San of divine goodnefs will cectainly riſe, 
break forth, and ſhine upon him, Pſal. 130. 6. 
God .inclines to the foul that waits patiently for 
um; none ever waited on him in vain. Saints 
lwaies get ſomething by praying, but by waiting 
tiey gain double. The Rill child ſhall have twa 
bicads. When the Church reſolves once to wait, 
God ſoon reſolves, ſhe ſhall wait no longer, but 
- We an cxpectant, makes her an enjoyer, Micab 
- 7.7.9. The Prince ſoon gives car to the Favourite, 
; Mvbo continues to give him attendance, and the 
y [advocate delaies not to plead the Clients Cauſe, 
r Mvho will not away from his Chamber door, but 
f Wictermines to ply him with his over-eager fol- 
licitations 3 yea, the longer it be, before the ſhip 
o faith and prayer returns, when it once comes 
3 home, 
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home, it is the more richly laden, and brings him 
a double venture : The Church found it ſo, when 
ſhe came home top and top-gallant with her ſal; 
of triumph, Iſs. 25. 9. Lo, this #s our God, we 
have wazted for him, and he will ſaueWw: Thi u 
the Lord, we have waited for him, we wallbe glad 
and rejoyce in his ſalvation. The needy ſhall not 
alwaies be torgotten, nor the expectation of the 
poor pezith tor ever. 

Fourthly, In reſpc& of that incouragement in 
his ſervice, which he would have his receive from 
him, even againſt the wicked, who do not ferve 
him. The Lord takcs part with his People, and 
hclps. them againlt the world, that hate both him 
and them, Pſal. 118. 11. When molt the object 
mens envy and malignity, they have molt of Gods 
love and aff-tion : when out-calts to their Bre- 
thren, they are received into their Fathers arms, 
God would have the wicked diſcouraged in their 
way of rcbellion, and his People mncouraged in 
the way of duty. And by this they know he 
fivours them, b:cauſe their enemies do not tri- 
umph over them, Pſal. 41. 11. Did not God take 
in with his People, and ftand by them, the un- 
circumciſed would triumph, and the Saints be dil- 
ſpirited and def{pondent : he afligns this therefore 
as the reaſon, why he would not contend for 
_ ever with them, le(t their adverſaries ſhould carry 
' it ſtrangely, Deut, 32. 27. and their ſpirits fall in- 
to a deſperate ſuccumbency, Iſa. 57. 16. Now 
when he pours contempt on their haughtine(s, 
and advances the poor on high from affliction, the 
righteous rejoyce,and all iniquity ftops her mouth, 
Pſal. 307. 42. On which very account David 
ſolicits 


lolicits help, Pſal. 109. 26, 27, 29; that his adver- 
laries might be cloathed with ſhame, and cover 
Gill themſelves wich their own confufion as with a 
well Mantle ; while the righteous are glad in the Lord, 
s fff 4d truft in him, and all the upright in heart do 
olad gory. The Maſter fometimes ſmiles on the dili- 
nor g:nt and faichfull Servant, as 4, te him 
the 11 his duty, fo to diſcourage the negligent in his 
lazineſs, and the Prince ſhines on his Subject, as 
t inf] !0 countenance him in his loyalty and allegiance, 
on !o to diſhearten the Fraitor in his Trcaſon and 
rve Rebellion. ; » 
ndll Fitchly, In regard of chat jyſt return and due 
im improvement of his help, which he receives trom 
 offfl them, They are thoſe alone who will praiſe aud 
xi Pagnific, <xtoll and lift up the Name of the God 
re-M of Facob. Being their fireugth, he becomes ther 
ns. 500g, and their Praiſe, Hear holy 7eremiah pro- 
0 daiming him upon this Experience, ' Fer. 17. 14 
inf 0 Lord, my ftrength, and my fortreſs, and my refuge 
1M in the day of affiiion. And fq our David before 
i-M him. Pfal. 18. 1. O Lord, my rock, my ſtrength, my 
cc fortreſs, and my deliverer, my God, my Buckſer, the 
i horn of my ſalvation, and my high Tower. And 
Cl Moſes before them both. Exod. 15.2. When the 
cM Egyptians were drowned, and Iſrael preſerved, he 
cants forth a moſt heavenly Doxology. The Lord 
vil # my ftrength aud ſong, and be is become my ſal- 
-W 7ation : be is my God, and I will prepare him an 
Ml babitation, my Fathers God, and I will exalt bim. 
What the Saints win by prayer , they alwayes 
wear by Thankfulneſs; what they receive 1n 
Mercy , they return in Duty. Where there 15 
fl gratiarum decurſus, there is allo gratiarum Tecur- 
H 4 ſus. 
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ſus. Let favour be ſhewed to. the wicked, and heſſheir 
will deal injuſtly : The ſhines of Mercy whichſſprdet 
draw out the fragrancy of the Saints graces, railchie | 
but 2 greater fiench from the dunghill of his cor-Fſkoin 
ruptions. They ſacrifice to their own Nets, and ſer 
fay , their own arm hath ſaved them. But the Mholy 
Church gives other language, Pſal. 44. 3- Thy Wii: 
right hand, and thine arm , and the light of thy ther 
countenance becauſe thou hadft a favour to them, Ryro! 
Let God grant the Fews deliverance from the Wie 
yoke of cryel and bloody Maſters, and give them rea 
free enteriainment yn his Service, they will wear pro 
the Livery of Joy and Gladneſs, and with their Wee! 
belt Ornament of a gratefull Aﬀection celebrate Wn: 
to future Poſterity the Anniverfary Solemnity WLo! 
of this good day of their deliverance. As Gods With 
People go to him alone, and offer a fin-offering Whe! 
in the day of their miſery and calamity, ſo they 
return to him only with a Peace-offering in the Wco 
day of their mercy and comfort. They give unto Wtu 
the Lord the glory due to his Name, 'and what WA 
they want in outward expreſlion is abundantly W 7 
ſupply'd in'inward affeQion and admiration. He I :i 
becomes their praiſe , becauſe he is their Salva- Wn 
tion; yea, their boaſt and triumph all the day WC 
Jong : They make mention of his Name, and his Wl x 
Righteouſneſs, and that only. Neither do they Wt 
with the prophane Iſraelites ſing his Praiſes, and t 
torget his works, but as they ta]k hondurably, ſo Ill ! 
they, and they alone walk worthy of his help, Wl 
(and fo in a comparative ſenſe may be ſaid to 
deferyc it. ) [They abuſe not the goodneſs of 
God ( as wicked men do, who ſnd all their 
Mexcics upon their luſts, and facufice them tq 
Fe rw = DOT. _ their 
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heir own ſenſuality 3 } but duely improve it, by 
xdering their Converſations aright z returning all 
he ſhines-of mercy by refieQtions of obedience, 
loing juſtly,and walking humbly with their God); 
ffering up themſelves back to him as a living, 
holy and acceptable f(acrifice, as their Avyinn Aa- 
742, their reaſonable ſervice ; Thereby bringing 
themſelves within the compaſs of his gracious 
promiſes, of ſeeing his great ſalvation, and having 
the effeet of righteouſneſs to them quietnels., and 
reace and aſſurance for ever. Thus holy David 
rrofeſſes and reſolves, Pſal. 116.8, 9g. Thou haſt 
lelivered my ſoul from death, mine cycs from tears, 
te FWond my feet from falling. T will walk before the 
ty Mord in the Laxd of the living. And fo much for 
ds Wthe firſt particular, The Communication of Gods 
'p Miclp to his people. 

y The Second follows, viz. The manner of its 
ic Wconveyance to his people. Not as the God of Na- 
o Wture, or of the World, but as the God of Facob. 
it MWAnd indeed, God in a way of Coycnant, or: as 
y Wl Facob's God, is the cauſe and fountain of all good 
e W:nd mercy to his people: All their bldfing comes 
- Wnt by way of common Providence, bur ſpecial 
/ WW Covenant, Their Corn, Wine and Oyleare Ap- 
S WM pendicces thereunto. They have the comforts of 
4 
} 


this, and hopes of the next life, the bleſſings of 
the Throne and Footſtool, of Gods hand and heart 
too, by way of promiſe. Although my Houſe be not 
Ef with God, ( faith the ſweet finger of Iſrael in his 
dying Notes,'2 Sam. 23.5.) yet be hath made with 
me an everlaſting Covenant , ordered in all things 


and ſure : For this is all my ſalvation, and all my 


deſire — All the Cweet ſircams of mercy to - Be- 
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liever come ſwimming "through the Channel 
their Saviours blood; and his comforts are a] 
fifted and firained through the Covenant of grace 
ſo as they loſe their bran and dreggs, and ar 
infinitely more ſweet and refreſhing. This ver 


conſideration both ſweetens and fandihes a!llf 


Others Gardens are watered by the foot, as the 
Land of Egypt was by che River Nilus, but the 
are watered from Heaven. Deut. I1.11. The ſweet 
hony-dews of*mercy drop into thetr mouths tro 
Heaven, and while they open them wide, God 
fills them. This gives a {weeter taſte, a bettc 
eenare (a title i Capite) creates a ſandtihed uſe, 
and confirms to them their aſſurance of a {upply : 
others may poſſibly, they certainly ſhall have help 
and comfort. So that the application of this ſpe- 
cial relation 1s a great advantage and fortihcat'on 
to Gods peoples Faith. And 1ndeed fo intend:d 
here. The Fſalmiſt here gives him this title, to 
penis us to a more firm dependance upon 

im, and lay us 1n with a furer ground of conh- 
dence, than 1s to be had, or found in all things 
belides either in Heaven, or Earth. And upon this 
very ſcore doth God ufually reveal himfelt by that 
Name, and his People ordinarily behold him un- 
der that notzon, in Scripture. Not to multiply 
places, take one which may be inftar omnium , 
Pſal. 20. 1. where the Church-thus accents her 


B:nediction. The Lord hear thee in the day 


trouble, the Name of the God of Jacob defend thee. 
Where ſhe makes.it a kinde of an Holy Spell to 
chaſe away all her Enemies, and exp-ll her Ad- 
verſaries. But ſo much for the firſt general branch 
. of the words, The Thing imply'd. | 
| ; The 


T 
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The Second follows , ſomething expreſſed, 


te 1B which is The Happineſs in baving God for our Help, 
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This 1s A Haar 3 politively , and alſo compara- 
tively. 
Firſt , Poſitively and abſolutely, in it (elf. And 


[0 therejn are two things conliderable. 1. A Be- 


nediEtory Conclulion or Affirmation, a ſentence 
of blefſing pronounced. Happy i# be 2. Its li- 
mitation afhxed or annexed, in the peculiar ap- 
propriation, expreſſed in the poſſeflive His, His 
belp— Here 15 the Saints great priviledge with 
their ſingular propriety. Their priviledge in ha- 
ving God as an Help: Their peculiarity in havivg 
him as their help. To begin with the firſt. The 
BenediQion afhrmed. Happy is he— and that 
hints to us two Obſervations, one more general, 

the other more particular. "2 
Firli, That the Saints bappineſs lies only in God, 
in intereſt in him, in union and communion with 
him. God guly is the certain ground, and infallible 
foundation of $he Saints happineſs. Their bleſſedncls 
lies not in having ſuch rclations to men, or 1W- 
fluence from the World, but 1n their acquaintance 
with, and experience of God. The Plalmuſt hath 
laid down an irrefragable Concluſion as to this, 
Pſal. 144: uit, when he had given in an accompt 
of the Worlds value and Eſtimate as to Happinets, 
or taken a furyey of the perfcctions of all Crea- 
tures, and their moſi promiſing looks of ftelicity, 
ſo as he cryes out, Happy are the People which: are 
in ſuch a Caſe, having hopctull and beautitull Chil- 
dren, full Proviſions , ſecure Dwellings , by an 
holy Epanorthoſis he corrcs himſelf, yea happy 
is that people ( faith he ) whoſe God # the pr 
15 
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This is eternal life, happineſs in the beginning, 


and perfeRion too, to know God in Jeſus Chriti. 


Happineſs is not bound up in the Creature, or 


the. bundle of Creature-enjoyments, riches nay 


ſerve for the owners hurt, and not for their good, 
and as they may render a man occafionally fitull, 
ſo they may leave him finally miſerable. David 
beggs deliverance from ſuch a mercy (as a man 
in an agony, Or at the brink of the pit of defirudti- 
on ) Deliver me from men whoſe- portion i in this 
life, Pal. 17. 14. from their perſecutions , and 
allo from th:ir truitions and enjoymeuts, - as ap- 
pears by the ſequel of his ſupplication. There's 
no blefledneſs in having the World for our God, 
but in having the Lord tor our God. A man may 
(with the Bee ) wander from Flower to Flower, 
from one Creature-enjoyment to another, and yet 
finde no ſweetneſs or tatisfacion. It's only {ite 
blefling our fclves in the God of Truth, Ia. 
65. 16.. Such as rejoyce in the World, rejoyce in 
a thing of nought. Amos 6. 13. It's he alone that 
made us, who can mike us happy, and that gave 
fatisfaRion for us, who can give ſatisfaction to 
us : And though we had never ſo large handfulls 
of the, World, if we have not our hearts full of 
God and Chriſt, we are farr from true happineſs. 
Three things are requiſite for the completing of 
true Felicity , the conjun@ion whereof 1s that 
which renders the Soul happy, and in the want 
whereof it mult be found compleatly miſerable : 
Sufficiency and perſedion, proportion, and perpetuity 
or duration, and theſe are only found to centre in 
- God himſelf , who is God felf and all-ſufficient, 
the portion of his peoples Souls , and God from 
nd | everlaſting 
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INS, Beverlaſting to everlaſting, the Alpha and Ontega, 
rilt. E-ho hath neither beginaing of dayes, nor end of 
orfiife, but is the ſame yelterday, to day, to mor- 

zow, and for ever. But this is only imply'd. = 
Secondly, and more particularly with reference 
0 the chicf ſcope and intendment of the Text, 
as the notion of help ſpeaks a relation to' the 
circumſtances of an evil time) a time of diſappoint- 

nent and affliction, obſerve, 

That the ſupreme, yea ſole ground of comfort and 
confidence in an evil day (a day wherein a ſoul needs 
telp) is intereſt in God. O thrice. happy is that 
foul that in any day, eſpecially in a day of trouble 
ind affliQtion, hath God for his Help. This was 
1 che Muſick of Davids Joy, when on the top of 
the waters of diſtreſs, and outward diſconſolation. 
This was his ſole encouragement, that ſpake well 
to his Soul, when all things ſeemed to look a- 
(quine on him, and be againſt him. 1 Sam. 3o. 6. 
This was the only ſurviving hope of the Prophet 
eremiahb jn the day of evil. This was the alone 
remaining prop of the Churches Conſolation in 
times of grcatch. perſecution, Mic. 7,” and depo- 
pulation, Hab. 3. This was the ground of her ac- 
camations undcr all worldly diſturbances and 
commotions. The Lord of Hoſts is with us, the God 
of Jacob is our refuge, Pſal. 46.7. Now the ve- 
rity of this point wil! appear, and be made good 
trom a double conſideration ; Both from the Na- 
ture of God, and alſo the manner, or the peculiar 

properties of that Help he affords his people. 
irf, From the Nature of God, who 18 his 
Peoples Helper. Now ( amongſt many other ) 
there are four or five things eſpecially conſiderable 
mn 


- 
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in God, which beſp:ak the Saints happin:fs in 
terelted in him, in an evil day. 
Firſt , The Infinitencfs' of his Being, Iſa. 40 
12, 13, 14, 28, 29. — All his Attributes art 
equal, becauſe they are all infinite. Who hat 
limited the holy one of Iſrael, or can confine hi 
that is Eternity ? Canft thou by ſearching finde out 
God? Job 11,7. Though we may know him tc 
falvation, who can know him to perfeQion' 
Creatures are all finite, though never ſo exce- 
{cut, but his underſtanding is infinite : His 
Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Holinefs, Truth and 
Mercy, all carry an infinity with them, He 
not meaſurable by the line of humane reaſon, or 
fathomable by the plummet of any” created un- 
derſtanding ; but {till we mult cry out, 5 £a9S, 
O the depth of the riches , both of the wiſdom 
and knowledge of God ! how unſearchable are bu 
judgements, and his waits paſt finding out ? Rom. 
I1.33. He can doevery thing, and no thought 
can be with-holden from him, Fob 42. 2. Men 
can do ſomething, bur God can do all'things ; he 
15 omnifcient, omnipotent, and omnidiſponent. 
Now all the wants and ſtraits of the creature arc 
but finite, and znter finitum, & infinitum nulla ef ior 
proportzo, there is no proportion between finite 


afflictions, and infinite compaſſions, ple 
, Secondly, The Abſolutencſs and Independency Il 
of his aQings. He doth whatſoever he pleaſeth all 
in Heaven, or Earth, or all deep places, Pſal. I '* 
135-6. He fits on the circle of the Heavens, and _ 


all the Inhabitants of the earth are but as ſo many 
Graſhoppers before him. All the Inhabitants of I ©* 
the earth are reputed as nothing and he doth 
OH according 
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xccording, to his will in the Army of Heaven, and 
mong the- Inhabitants of the earth 3 and none 
can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, what doſt 
Mitou ? There 15 none ev 7aguis, abſolute and in- 
lependent, but God only : ſo miraculous 1s his 
providence, as he does great things paſt finding 
out z yea, ' and wonders without number, Fob 
9. 10. &llfecond cauſes depend on him for their 
bcing, motion and operations, and in every ſtrait 


H ad exigency that betalls, mult iay as the King to 
1;62- woman, Except the Loyd helps, we Cann 


belp. But ghough Heaven ads on bec inferures, , 
the fixft cauſe on the ſecond, it never gocs to the 
cond, white that ever goes to the firlk. The 
ſpring depends not on the, (iream, though that 
, ſpends on the fountain : AU created beings de- 
'Wrcad upon God, chough he depends on no cre- 
ated perteRions; but for, through, and to him 
are all things. His own arm (when that of the 
creatures iS quite withered ) can work ſalvation 
to him, and his righteouſneſs ſuſtain him. 
Thixdly, The Immutabiiicy of his purpoſe and 
. promiſes. He works all chings according to the 
. © counſel of his own will. And his decrees, iflue 
; MW forch as between mountains of braſs, Zach. 6. 7, 
. I His counſel ſhall Rand, and he will do all his 
pleaſure, Tſa. 46. 10. If he decrees, who can-dif- 
, & #nnul? he cannot lie or repent, but will. perform 
| Ef il he hath ſpoken, his whole word to his Ser- 
vants. | 
Fourthly, The Tendernefs of his bowels- He 
hath mat only. a fulneG, and riches of grace, but 
exerciſeth a freenels$ in his operations 3 and while 
creatures a& according to deſert, he doth all RE 
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free grace, and hath abundance of compaſſionsi 
which are never failing to his People. He 
FeThp bxTiq3r, the Father of pities and compa 
fions, and they are all the genuine off-ſpring « 
uncreated goodneſs. He hath the wiſdom of : 
Father, and the bowels of a Mother, Iſa. 4.1: 15 
Mercy 1s his darling, which pleafeth him, Micak 
7, 18. The Benjamin of his delight ; he will no 
alwaies chide, nor be angry for ever, As a tendct 
Shepherd carries his Lambs, fo does he hi 
People in his boſome : his bounty may be ſeen i 
his bowels, as in an Anatomy, Hof. xx. 8. Hou 
ſhall I give thee up, O Ephraim ! — mine heart i 
turned within me, my repentings are kjndled to 
gether, | 

Fifthly, The Eternity of his exiſtence. He 1s 
the eternity of Iſrael, the rock of ages, and God 
of all Generations. Creatures are but of yeſtcr- 
day, and muſt ſhortly fay to corruption, Thou 
art our Father, and. to the worms, ye are ourſÞonc 
Brethren and Sitters : but his years Rave no end, 0 
and endure throughout all generations. He that ſad 
builds on him, ſhal] never be aſhamed, but have} 4? 
an everlaſting foundation. Is the Lord Fehovah, i *- 
(Ifa. 26. 4.) # everlaſting ſtrength. So that p 
all theſe together, and they mult needs ſpeak his 
People happy in the worſt of times, whole help 
is laid on fuch an infinite, immutable, 'indepen- He 


dent, compaſſionate, and eternal God, as their on- Pe 
ly retuge. yet 

Secondly, It's demonſtrable from the manner I ”? 
of his ſupply and help. And fo their happinels in * 


this their intereſt appears, 
Firſt, Afacultote, from his ability to help ; he 
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ons$5 the Mighty Sod, yea, the Almighty, Geng 17\t« 
e an able and (clt-lufficient, yea an Allyffticzegt 
od to his people z he hath pleonaſms of grace, 
and can do abundantly, yca, ſuperabundantly for 
Mis, above all they can ask or think, Epbeſ, 3.29. 
He hath not plenttudinem vaſis, but fontis 3a fulneſs 
Wot redundancy, as well as of ab.indance. Does the 
ſoul want pardon, he can abundantly pardon 3 
Werace; he gives gitts even to the rebelliouszcomfort, 
hitc is the Father of mercics, and God of all con- 
infllolations. He knows our wants, yea and our 
owfthoughts long before ; and when we know not 
' what to ask, yet he knows what to give. He 'is 
roMable co. help againſt fin, its guile, its ſir<ngths 

zgainſt temptations, though Satan be mighty, he 
is5 Almighty, againſt afflictions from himſelf, or 
odoppolitions from the world. The ſhields of the 
r-Mcarth are his, and he can weild them as he plea- 
uh, Pſal. 47. 9. His very intueri is operari, and 
ir fone ſmile of his beatifical face, is able to create 
4, more ſolace, than all the frowns of the world can 
it adneſs or diſcomfort. This was the pillar of 
1c Abrabam's faith, Rom, 4.21. Knowing, what be 
bad promiſed, he was able to perform — 
it Secondly, A voluntate. Mcn oft<times ate wil- 
s ling to help, but not able, and many times able, 
p i Þut not willing; but God is as willing as able. 
_ MW He is alwaics ready to ſuccour and relieve his 
People ; he is a God that waits to be gracious z 
yea, he is already engaged, Call upon me, and t 
. i i! anſwer tee, | 
| Thirdly, Ab inftantia auxilii, from the pre- 
ſentneſs and infancy of his help. He is a preſent 
help in time of trouble, Men oppreſſed oft miſ- 
; carry 
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carry through help at a diſtance, but the Lord is 


alwates-near at hand to his people: he i5 ther 
arrm*Wecry morning, and in the evening the Godſ 


of their life. God is in the midſt of ber, and ſhe ſhall 


uot be moved, God ſball belp her, and that right ear- 
ly, Pal. 46. 5. I am God, and not man, the bolyf 


one of Iſrael, in the midſt of thee, Hol. 11. 9. He 
comes in the nick, ſeaſonably and opportunely, 


and brings ſalvation (if need be) on the wing, lac 
Iſa. 31.5. As birds flying, ſo will the Lord of Hojts iſ 
defend Jeruſalem, defending alſs, he will deliver 
it 3 and paſſing over, be will preſerveit. Veni, vid, 


vict, is his motto; he is flow to puniſhment, but 


quick to deliverance. Then thou ſhalt call, andthe 


Lord ſhall anſwer, thou ſhalt cry, and be ſhall ſay, 


bere T am, Ifa. 58.9. He 1s ofc neareſt, when he 
ſeems furtheſt off As he cuts ſhort his-work in 
righteouſneſs, in reſpe&t of the wicked ; {o he 
brings near his righteouſneſs to his People, Iſa. 


46.13. Ir ſhall xot be far iff, and his ſalvation ſhall 
| Hottarry — 

Fourthly, A fidelitate, from his faithfulneſs in 
helping. The reaſon of mens failure, is cicher 
want of ability, or want of fidelity; but God # 


faurbful who hath promiſed. By promiſing he hath I 


made him(elf a debtor, and he will not ſtand al- 
waics engaged, much leſs break his promiſe. His 
faithfulneſs cannot fail. The husband may be ur- 
faithful to the wife, the father to the ſon, the 
Prince to the ſubje ; but God will never be un- 
faithful to his People. Men may intend help, but 
be unexpeRedly diſappointed, or pretend it, and 
yet really hinder there is oft a corjunRtion of 
forces, where no union of hearts and Mio" 
| | Go 
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od made the woman to be a meet help 'to the 
cir han and faithfulneſs is one of the principal du- 
od es that flows from conjugal relations, but yet 
alFi-cimes they prove unfaichful, yea, pertidious, 
1-W Dalilah did to Sempſonz but God will never 
olyWil chem that truſt in him. He keepetb truth for 
le her, verſ. 6. © 2 
YN Fifthly, 4 conftantie, from the perpetuity and 
2, Michangeableneſs of his help. This the Pſalmiſt 
rs cre adds by way of confirmation of his affertion 
er it bleſſedneſs, verſ. 10, The Lord ſhall Telgn for 
4, ber — God alwaics lives and reigns, '. Men die, 
it Wone generation comes, another goes, and none 
e ſiyes , (but God ever lives xs the Patron and Pro- 
Y, &:tor of his People. The P'S of Neaven never 
c Wicsz under all the changes and viciſſitudes in this 
n wer Region of the world, he (till abidesa Gad, 
c Who changeth not. He is a ſtanding help,to which 
. Wi: ſoul may go, and reſort on al occafions, Pſal. 
Fi. 2. He will not forfake the work of his hands 3 
£15 a never fading and' failing refuge. Neyerthe- 
BG (ith the Plalmift) T amt continetly with thee ; 
r Wu haft bolden me by my right band. Thou ſhalt 
} 
1 


1s 


uide me with thy counſel, and afterward receive 
etoglory, Plal. 73- 23, 24. We may let go our 
1d Sf God. bat he will neyer let go his Fold of 
* Ws; by his grace we are kept from falling, and 
" Wy his mighty power (opepsdeer) are guarded to 
vation. Let the Pſalmiſis inference conclude 
his pojnt, Pal. 48. ult. For this God is our God 
"Wir ever and ever, be will be our guide even unto 
Y "11-8 
| And fo much for the priviledge, or the blel- 


ng pronounced. 
oo | I 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, Follows the propricty , or benedi- 


diction (47 in this pronoun hs — his help — þ 


whence ,obſ{crve, 
Firft, A Saint, and he alone hath a ſpecial in- 


tereſt aud propriety in God. Others may have ai 


common, but they only 2 ſaving nterett, God 
may give the men of the world fomething from 
himſclf, but he hath made himſelt only over to 
his People. They may call all their own but 
God, but theſe can. call God theirs, when they 


have nothing elſe. Abrabam gave the Sens if 


Keturah portions, but reſexyed Iſaac the Inheri- 
tance, Jehoſaphat gaye his other Sons gifts, but 
Fehor am the Kingdom, The carth God hath given 
to the childxen of men, but the Lord is the por- 
tion of his Peoples Inheritance, Pſal. 16. 5, In- 
fAluence flows fiom intereſt, and intereſfi flows on- 
ly from union. O Ged (faith David) my God : Thu 


art my God, and T will praiſe thee. He, who is the 


God ad Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, is in 
him their God and Father, This new name none 
knows, but he that receives it. 

Secondly, Obſerve,, Saints only can be juſt ex- 
pefiants of divine belp and influence. His help and 


ſalvation is to them that fear him. Fiducial re-M 


cumbency on God flows only from the conſidera 
tion of our intereſt in him, and is founded on this 
bottom, that he 15 a God in covenant with us. He 
5 firſt the God of Facob, and then an help; that 
is the order here. My God, and then my falvation, 
Fob 13. 16. He 1s a peculiar help to his Peop!c. 
The title he hath aſſumed to himlclf, & the God of 
ther ſalvation. Indeed he is an help to, others it) 
a larger ſenſe, but by way of peculiarity, or ſingu- 


lar 


» 
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. War ſpecralty,; the only; help of. his-ele; - They 
— Kone are, others are notunder any diltipguiſhing 
promiſe, bug; rather a threataing, Iſa. 65, 13. Be- 
«ld ( ani God ) my Servants ſhall eat, but ye 
> af! be bungry,' my Serpents ſhall drink}, but ye 
od «1 be thirſty, they ſhall rejoyce, but ye ſhall be 
»m -/amed. And they only. coming within com- 
to p4l5 of the promile, and (o having a right to the 
ur Þ-rcy of it, can only jatily hope, and confidently 
cy MeXP-Rt it. The wicked hath no hope. They alone 
of 22 come with boldncts to the Throne of Grace, 
ri-M"d beg ic in the time of their need. Wicked men 
urbve no God to gu to, and how can they ever 
en{:0Pe to come to God in an: evil, who in a good 
1r-0ay have run away from him ? They alone will 
n-Mvalk anjwerably to it, and therefore they only 
n-M'hall be the ſeats and ſubjects of it. The worldling 
ou ideed may have as large a fail of confidence as a 
he Y<i11d of God hath, but he hath no good ballaſt 
info! evidence ; he may have a general hope in God 
nes his God! and Father, and fo call him in prayer 
and by profeſſion z but dels in generalibts ; how 
x- Wc he be their Father, whea they have not known 
dim : Dafid's confidence 1s particular, and con- 
c-Mjoynced with good evidence, of faith in him, and 
a- Move to him, Pſal. 18. 1. Cui nomin: aaturanega- 
is ivr, nomine deluditur, He that uſurps a title to 
1: God, without a conformity to his Image, is but 
at over-born, and impoſed upon by a damnable 
preſumption, inſtead of a grounded per{walion, 
c The Lord knows who are his, and he that 
of names his name muſt depart from iniquity. 
The third Propoſition is, That uy tety in God 
« the only ground of true felicity. Happy is he 
I 3 '_  that- 


f 
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thit hath him for his hedþ— That hath the Lox 
for his God — Propriety only caufeth delight 
Lo, this is our God (ith the Church. My Lor, 
ant my God, cries Thomas. 'Tſrael ſhall cry to m 
"my God, we know thee, Hoſ.8. 2. Thou ſhalt call m 
my Father, faith God by way of promiſe to hi 
Church, Fer. 3. 19. When the Spouſe would ex 
pre(s her complacency and fſatisfaftion in Chriſt 
ſhe ſaies, My Beloved is mine, and I am bis. Whe 
Chriſt would comfort Mary, he tells her, I : 
cend to your God, and my Ged. When Paul woul; 
confirm and (trengthen his faith, he adds, wh 
wed me, and gave himſelf for me. The know'edpe 
of God in himſelf is terrible. It's daugerous (fait 
Luther) to goto an abjolute God. It's only the re 
lative knowledge of him which affords comfort 
ut mea mon preſint fine m#, fic tua non proſint ſine te 
faith Bernard. Our Civilians ſay, Mme is a bettc 
tenure than ours, It a man walks over pleafant 
Meadows, or in delightful Orchards and Gar: 
dens, and cannot (ay, they are his, he hath no 
contentor comfort in them. It a ſoul ſhould run 
over al the Attributes of God, and the Promiſes 
of the Goſpel, and the ſufferings of hi$ Saviour, 
and cannot write mine, they are a burden, ra- 
ther than a blefling. Propricty andintercſt is the 
only certain ground of influence and mercy, The 
Promiſes ( indeed ) of the Goſpel are generally 
propounded, exchiding none who ſhut not out 
themſelves by their unbeliet ; but withall part: 
cular application is prefſcd, that none might reli 
in the naked notion, without peculiar appropria- 
tion ; hanging on the outſide of the Promiſe will 
dp us'no more good, than did them their hanging 


ON: 


on the ovtfide of the Ark. The moſt ſoveraign 
Plaiſter heals not, if not applied 3 nor range 0 
moſt delicions meat nourſh , unleſs eaten an4 
concoQed, If ye cat my fleſh, and drink my 
blood, then ye have eternal life dwelling in you. 
Snatching at the Promiſe, without union with 
the Perſon, 15 altogether as unavailable to comfort 
the ſoul, as that phrenetick perſons challenge of all 
the ſhips that came to ſhore was to enrich him, 
when he had interclt in none of them. Or asa 
Cheaters catch of an heircfſes writings ts to en- 
ntte him to her cftate, without mirrage to: her 
perſon, It's a good obſervation Bernard hath 
on that paſſage ot the Church, Iſz. 26. 9. ith ovr 
ſoul in the night have we deſired thee --- She faith 
not t#a, but te. The gracious foul ſurrenders it 
(clf up to God in a way of duty, ſaying, Lord, I 
amthine ; and applieth God to himſelf in a way 
of mercy, crying out, , Lord, thou art mine. If 
Solomon's Servants were counted by the Queen 
ot Sheba happy m enjoying not. fo much his 
Court; as his company and preſence, then arc 
the Sames much more to beelfteemed bleſſed, not 
ſo much 4n the fruition of the bare Promiſes, as in 
the viſion of their Fathers face in and through 
them. 'Bleſſed are they that dwell in his houſe, 
whoſe firength is in him. Bleſſed are the peopte 
that hear the joytul ſound, that walk m the light 
of his countenance, The union between the King 
of Heaven and his Subje&s, and holy contedera- 
tion, is the riſe of all their priviledge and pro- 
tection. 

Fourthly, Obſerve, They alone can expett belp 


from God, that exerciſe in times of ſtrait and 
I 4 afflictions , 


affliflions, a fidueia] recumbency upon bim. That is} 
gathered from the phraſe or form of the words. ſſ 


Qui ponit in auxilium. There's a tacite condition 
annexed, placing our help in God 3 plainly im- 
plying, That it's not the bare habit, but the ac 
and exerciſe of faith, that entitles the foul to di- 
vine help, an4 ſo makes a man bleſſed and happy 
in evil times, times of diſappointment or dere- 
liRion, any trouble or affliAion whatſoever. The 
Promiſe runs to the a of faith. As ye may 
finde it expreſſed to the life, Pſal. 91. 10, Becauſe 
thou haſt made the Lord (who is my refuge ) even 
the moſt high thy habitation --- And indeed faith 
alone 15 that which makes uſe of Gods Attributes 
In time of diſtreſs, The habit of faith indeed 
intercſts in them, and makes them our @wn, but 
the exerciſe thereof draws them forth into ac ; 


that engageth God only in pomt of honour to |i 


come 1n for relief, even our firm dependance on 
him. What will all the treaſures of Gods Power, 
Wiſdom, Mercy and Goodneſs (ſerve to enrich the 
the ſoul, if lockt up by unbelicf? no more than 
a mans baggs, who ncver trades or imploys them. 
It's not intereſt, but uſe of Gad does the ſoul good. 
Indeed that delivers from cternal trouble, but this 
only ſupports under temporal. What good does 
areſt or leaner do a man under his burden, if he 
never ſtazes. himſelf on it? or a (word or ſhield 
i a battel, if he never draws the one, or holds 
forth the other? or a ſantuary and ſhelter in a 
ſtorm, it a man never runs to it, and houſes him- 
ſelf in it? what benefit of a friend, if a man ne- 
ver makes ufe of him in his ſtrait ? little or: no 
ſweetneſs or conſolation is to be found in any thing 

| | in 
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in God, his Attributes, Promiſes, or Providences, 
if we let them be dead and ruſt by. us, and draw 
on not out the vertue of them by faith. It's grace ex. 
m- erciſed only, which pleafeth God, and alſo pro- 
tits us. If we do not recumbere, we mutt ſuccum- 
di-Mtere. The Name of the Lord is a ftrong Tower, but 
py only they which run to it are ſafe. And therefore 
e-fthe Prophet adviſeth this dependance on God as 
he the only antidote againſt dedolency and deſperacy 
ay Yin dark conditions, and under fad bonnet 
fe © Iſa. 50. 10. Let him that fits in darknefs, and ſees 
en no light, truſt in the Name of the Lord, and (tay 
h [himſelf upon his God. 
&5 And ſo much for the abſolute conſideration, 
dB Secondly, Take a comparative view of it. For 
it the Plalmiſt having been eying of creature-helps 
z | and ſuccours, turns away his eyes from beholding 
o I vanity 3 by a ſudden Apoltrophy looks wholly off 
n i the creature to God, and while engaged in that 
7, © aſpect, he reſolutely and confidently oppoſceth h's 
e | manutenence to all humane helps within view 
n i confidered. And if we take notice of it in that 
. | oppoſition, or contradiGion to thoſe objects 
. © wherein wicked men uſually place their happi- 
Ss WW nels, it will ſuggeſt to us theſe two Obſerva- 
s if tions. 
Furſt, The excellency of God is much illuſtrated 

by the conſideration of the vanity of the creature. 
; I Theſe are Chryſial-glafſes, which ſet one againft 
| If another, refle& a mutual light one to the other. 
The Word of God is a truc profpeQive, at the 
one end whereof, if we look, we ſhall ſee the world 
aS a little mole-hill, at the other, God as a vaſt 
and great mountain ; Indeed the glaſs of created 

perfecions 


% 
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perfe&tions repreſents God, ( as the Moon do! 
the Sun ) when they ſand un copjunRion wit 
and ſubordination to tim ; ( his inviſible glor 
and excellency 1s legible in the book of the Crea 
tures, ) but they do but darken his beauty whe 
fanding in oppolition againlt him : And fo do 
he theirs. The greater light extinguithes the lets 
Lord how ſoon did thoſe joyes vaniſh, when thou did! 
once enter into my Soul, who art clearer than the 
Sun, and purer than the Light it ſelf ; faith Aut 
Fhe black-ſpots of Creature-deticiency {ct off th 
white colours of divine p.rt«tion with a moli 
orient aud beautitull luſtre, As the fight of our 
{in appears moſt full in the glaſs of his purity and 
Holineſs; ſo that of our Vanity in. the glaſs ot 
his Fulneſs, and of our mifcry mn that of his glo- 
ry and happmeſs. Gods tulnefs and our emptinels 
mutually 1Hultrate gne another. 

Secondly, If we obſerve tne words as brought 
in by way of oppoſition or compariſon ; {o they 
{peak an excellency mn - the enjoyment ot God 
above all Creatures, and a felicity in his Help 
above all humane help: | 

Firſt, Here is imply'd a compariſon between 
God himfelf and the Creature, even 'the belt of 
them , and fo the Plalmift ſpeaks him a God 
which hath a prelation and preheminence to all 
Creatures in their highcft attainment and moſt 
glorious advances. . The Souls happineſs 1m the 
enjoyment of God is fuperexc:llent and tranſcen- 
dent to what's'to betound, and had in the Crez- 
ture. 'The Saints enjoying God are more happy, 
bleſſed far above wicked men, who only enjoy 

the World : The one bears no proportion to the 
other, 
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other. We'find David making out the compa- 
rifont between the Portions of his hand, and the 
Viſion of his Face, Pſal. 4. 7, & Pſal. 17. 14,15. 
and 'how do's that caſt the ballance without all 
contradiQion ? Lord, lift up the light of thy Copy- 
renance— Thou haſt put more gladneſs into my 
beart— As for me, I will bebold thy face in righte- 
ouſneſs— The Kings favour is to be preferred 
beyond his gifts, Chryſantas Kils exceeds Av- 
tabarws golden Wedge. Let him keſs me with the 
kiſſes of bis mouth ( ſaith the Spoule ) his love us 
better than Wine, Cant. 1.2. Curſed 1s he (faith 
that noble Convert ) who Preferrs not an hours 
communion with God before all the treaſures of 
the World. When as once Charles the fifth by 
his Herauld deticd the King of Fraxce, under his 
multiplied titles, Emperour of Germany, King of 
Caſtile, Leon, Arragon, and Naples, Arch-duke of 
Auſtria, &c. Francis the Firſi returns his chal- 
lenge only with the repetition of France as oft as 
might an{wer his p:tty Principalities z mtimating 
that one France was more valuable than them all. 
And do's not David oppoſe his Intercli in God to 
all the World, when he had taken a full ſurvey 
of all its glittering glory and bravery, even to 
envy, Whom have Tin Heaven but thee 7? = God 
was beyond, and infinitely better than Relations, 
Eſtates, Friends, Pleaſures, Honours, Lite, Earth, 
yea Heaven it ſclt , than all in his refined and 
raiſed apprehenlions :; Mallem in Gebenna eſſe cum 
te, quam it Celo fine te, Luther faith. And in- 
deed God alone is a real, ſolid and ſubſtantial 
good, m reſpe&t of whom all other are but falle, 


counterfeit and deceitfull, Imaginaria in ſeculo & 
wibil 


-nibil veri, Caith Tertullian, The World it (elf is 
like ſome perſons in it, -empty, ſhallow-bxain'd 
men, of a flaſhy, vapouring temper, the leſs yc 
know of them , the more ye value and «eſteem 
them, acquaintance with them breeds ſlight and 
contempt of them : But the more we ſearch in- 
to God in whom there is a reall and intinit: 
worth , the more excellency our Souls find in 
him, who is that Puteus inexbauſtus, never to be 
drawn dry by his Creaturesz and in the Con- 
clufion we muſt ſay, not the one half hath been 
found by us. It's with the World as with a 
Picture, the greater diltance we ltand from it, the 
better it looks, bat the nigher we draw to God, 
(as to a beautifull face, and native Comp!exion, j 
the more delc&table and defireable afpe. There's 
alwayes upon tryal, leſs in the World, but more 
in God than we could expe and look for. God 
is a pure and refined good , from all the droſs 
and dreggs of imperteqion and corruption which 
adheres to, or inheres in all Creatures. He is a 
full and ſatisfying good, the ultimate perteQion 
to which all Creatures tend, and wherein all de- 
{ires centre and hind content and fatisfation. Shew 
us the F ather, and it ſufficeth, Nimis avarus anims, 
Cui unicus non ſufficit Dew. Bernard, The Sun 
refreſhes withoat the Stars illumination. Had a 
man all the World in hand, his heart would not 
be at reſt, but (C like the Needle touche with the 
Load-lione, which 15 always moving towards the 
north point)-would be inclining to God the firli 
good, and utmoſt end. Theenjoyment of God 
fills up all the chinks of a reafonab!e Soul, and 
{atisfies him alone in all wants, firaits, ay" 
an 
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and extremities, though he hath nothing of the 
Creature z but notwithſtanding the greateſt con- 
fluence or influence of worldly comforts, and 
Creature. accommodations ( which God never 
made or intended for the Souls ſatisfaction) in 
the midfſi of its ſufficiency, it is in ſtraits, and 
rantalizeth under its greatelt tulneſs; All its 
fruition is but a golden dieam of a Feaſt by one 
rockt aſleep on the bed of ſecurity and ſelt-deceit, 
which to him once awakencd to right apprehen- 
lions, ſoon vaniſheth, and determines in a reall 
hunger. Many have bcen lurfcited by the world, 
but none ſufficed, had too much to do their Souls: 
zoo0d, but who almoſt ever aid, I have enough. 
To conclude this, ( and dwell no longer on this 
tirſk branch of the Tcxt) God is (in a word) a 
durable and laſting, yea an everlaſiing good, an 
enduring ſubſtance, a portion to his for ever. 
Creature-comforts are colours meerly wateriſh, 
which a little ſhower alters, but divine cenſola- 
tions, as colours laid in Qyl, which the greateſi 
ftorm will not wear off, or tetch out, Creatures 
are all ſtanding Ponds, or crackt Cifterns, ſoon 
dryed up 3 but God an ever-running and flowi 
Fountainz in whom there is ( as the Father 
ſpeaks) ſerenitas fine nube, ſatietas ſme labe, feli- 
citas ſine fine , Clearnels without cloud, fulneſs 
without want, felicity without end. Yea, as his 
People are belt at laſt to him, fo is he to them: 
The World indeed is beft at firſt , but God, at 
laſt Cweeteſt to the Soul. The tirlt taftes of God 
are exceeding delightfull, witneſs Solomons Can- 
ticles, when young, and in the prime of his at- 
teions, The largeſt and longeſt draughts of he 
Wor 
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World leave with them a tang of bitterneſs in 
the end, witneſs his Vanity of Vanities , in the 
ſtrength of his Experience. The faſhion of this 
World and all things here b:low paflcth away, 
and no wonder, for all created beings carry about 
them principles of {clt-deftrution, but God and 
his Word endure for ever, 

And as a Saints happineſs conlilts in the enjoy- 
ment of God above all things belides 3 fo 1s it ay- 
gravated by having interelt in his help above all 
humane help and ſuccour whatſoever, And if we anc 
ſhould draw out the compariſon at length (which Ws"; 
I ſhall not for fear of intcrfering, and too much Ftrc 
enlarging) we ſhould finde there were indeed no Wan 
compariſon; And that there were none holy as ie 
the Lord, none ſuch a rock as our God; There £1: 
is a vaſt diff:rence, and fo tranſcendency of divine NH 
Help to humane, in reſpe& of its abſoluteneſs and I 2 
1nmediateneſs ; All the help of Creatures is but I! 
mediate through the uſe of other Cauſes or In- I 0! 
ſtruments , and but conditional on fuppolal of IN P 
divine concurrence; If he withdraws not his an- * 
ger, the proud Helpers do ftoop under him, Job 9.13. |" 
All Creatures borrow their light from that Sun, | * 
derive © their ſtrength from that Arm, Second I ! 
cauſes cannot help without the concougſe and in- I / 
fluence of the firſt ; Men may pity, but the Lord IF ' 
only can help; But though they cannot help | © 

| 


without 'him , he can werk without them as 
well as by them. God and all the Creatures, is 
no more than God without any of them. All 
Creature-help is but ſecondary, but his is the 
prime and original. The help of Creatures is but 
particukr and partial, Some men wall affift fome 
perſons, 


in 
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xrſons and ſome others, ſome will help theix 
riends, and others their Neighbours, ox Depen- 
lants, or take in with thoſe that ftand, and are 
n the ſurer ground, and fironger lide. | But God 
helps all that call-vpon him , even thofe which 
are fallen down, as well as thoſe that ſtand up- 
rght. Some things will help in ſome cafes, one 
thing 1n wants, another in fickne(s, a third under 
dangers ; but no one good thing 15 to be found 
in the World, that hath it an univerſal vertuc 
ind efficacy : but God is a-Tev gzeuarxe, and his 
grace a catholique remedy under all trials and 
troubles, and: can ſucconr under lcfs afflictions , 
and alſo under greater; ' when the troubles of our 
heart are enlarged, he can enlarge the hand of 
his grace, and brings us out' of all our diſtrefles. 
Humane help oft-times is unconftant 'and uncer- 
rin in the event. Men oft-times will not, - oft- 
times cannot help, not the Warrier ta Victory, 
or Magiſtrate to Right and Juſtice, becauſe over- 
powered by the number of «nemies or offenders, 
and commonly fail, when we ftand m greateſt 
necefſity thereof : Vain 7s the help 'of May, faith 
the Pfalmift ; weak'is their help. All the Nations of 
the Earth, are but as the drop of a Bucket, andthe 
ſmall duft of the ballance, I{a.40.15, God threat- 
neth the Helpers of Egypt, that they ſhould all be 
deſtroyed, Exzck, 30. 8. and lie downin the grave 
with the uncircumciſcd, cap. 32-21. Ethippia'and 
Egypt were'No's ſtrength, and it was infinite, Put 
and Lubimber helpers, yet ſhe was carried away in- 
to captivity, Nahum 3.9. The Egyptians themſelves 
were Men, qnd no God, and their Hovſes fleſh aud 
wer. ſpiris-; k the Lord ftretcheth on his: _ 
of 


both be that helpeth ſhall fall, and he that is bolpen 
ſhall fall down, and. they all ſhall fail together 
Ifa.31.3. But God isa (ure and impregnable Rock 
to his People.- In fing, all humane help, as it is 
but arbitrary, (depending on the will of God, the 
higheſt cauſe of all things) fo it is but temporary. 
Men and friends may ſtand by us, and help us till 
death, but they are mortal as wc<ll as we, and 
when either die, we are out of the reach of thei; 
help : A gulf is then fixed betwcen us. None can 
redeem his Brother, no more than deliver his 
own foul from the hand of the grave, Pſal, 49. 7. 
But God is our God even to death, yeain, and at- 
ter death, even to all eternity, will never fail or 
forſake us, but guide us by his counſel, till he 
receives us to his glory. | 

And ſo I have tiniſhed the firſt gener! part of 
the Text, the comfortable propoſition or conclu- 
fion. Happy is be that bath the God of Jacob for 
bis belp. 

A word or two of the ſecond general part, and 
fo I ſhall cloſe all with ſome branches of practical 
application z which is the further explication or 
confirmation of the aſſertion. In theſe words, 
Whoſe hope is in the Lord bu God. Wherein (to 
- pals the conneion, which might give us this ob- 
{ervation, That be who would have God, or can juſt- 
ly challenge him for his help, muſt make him bu 
hope. 

my alſo the order of the words, deſcribing a 
godly man, firſt by his faith in making God his 
help, and then by his hope, which notes to us 
the conjunRion of, with, or the priority or pre- 
cedency of the grace of faith unto that of hope, 


and 


and of believirg to cxpeing,” Faith is the Mo- 
ther, and Hope che Daughter 3 the ſoul:firſt'be- 
lieves, and then hopes in the God of its falyation. 
In regard of the habit, as all other graces; {þ theſe 
are infuſed ſimul & ſemel, being but'onearid the. 
Game caſt 'of that ſeed of God, which'\abides ih 
us; And alſo in reſpet* of their workjtng; and 
operation, they go hand in hand, ay Bend 
many links-of the ſame chain, knots m che rhe 
garden, all concatenated and indiffolubly twiſted 
together z yea faith and'hope, above all '6thtr,are 
of neareſt alliance, and cloſeſt companions? 'Hope 
isto Faith Fidus Achates, its faichful ant] - Conſtartt 
friend : yet notwithſtanding there is4-ptſhrity of 
drder, borh as to/ their being and actmg,” though 
none of time, faith being the primitive grace, chal- 
lenging the primogemture im the foul,” Having 
both excellency of dignity, 'and of ftrength :*Fhis 
rrafition of the Pſalmiſt only hints us tHe one 
to be pediffequam to the other 5 where one goes be- 
fore, the other follows, and faith is inthe centye, 
hope in the circumference. ARYA 
But piffing this, I ſhall take notice bly of the 
matter, and therein conſider theſe two :parti- 
culars, '' 2} © THF 
Firt ,, The Saints character or. deſcription 5 
They are ſuch as hope in the Lord theit*God. - 
Secondly, The Saints charter of happineſs on 
that account, or their reward or remuneration 3 
Happy are they — The firſt is the attribution'of 
hope, as the diſtinguiſhing property, or peculiar 
{pecification of Gods. People ur' times of diſtrels 


of 


and affliction,” And therein we-have firſt, ſpei ex- By 
ercitium, - the a& or exerciſe} of their hope, _— 
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| os ſp5t.furdamentum, the objec, whereonl 

heirhnpe is founded, and whereby it 35 ſuſtained 
and {uppprted. The Loxg their God. | 
\; Biſh The exerciſe of hope: That's the qua.” 
likcarigngl.the perſons. And ſo we may obſerve 
Gogy Fappie are an hoping and expetiing people, eſpe-i 
(czally ig gvil gimes ts their hope fixed and engaged nÞ . 
Ga. Thy at my hope, 15 their uſual language. "oh 

Hope- 15, the, diſcriminating charaQer of a Chri- 

Kan; } (his the Saints have alwaies made profe(- un 
fon of,'- and. incouraged themſelves unto in the”? 
worſt of, times, Pſa/. 7": 5. Saith David, Thou art} 
. wy hope, O Lord God. So Pſal. 141. 8. Mine eyes '| 
are to thee, O'God the Lord, in thee is wy truft. Sol *- 
the @huzch, Lam. + 26. It is good that @ man 
bould. both bope, and quietly wait for the ſalvation 
of the: Lord. It's the commendation of Abraban, if 
.theFathexof the faithful, that in bope (he believed 
againſt hope ,, Rom. 4- 18. Their fouls depend 
wholly upon God, and their expeRation is onlyif 
from ham. It's their Sfeeraring charaQer from 

the wicked, who are men without hope, Epbeſ 
.2- 12-41 Naw hope upon a moral account is no- 
ting elle, but a pathon of the iraſcible appetite, 
about a future good, hard and difficult to be ob- 
tainggly and yet poſſible, ' becauſe. either promiſed, 
or propex.to us. It's called future, to diftingyih 
it from fzuation, andallo joy z For what a man 
;feeth, by doth he yet hope for * Rom, 8. 24. Its 
 objeGkis-allo ſaid to be difficult, go dikinguith it 
from gdchixe and anhelation, yet poſſible to oppole 
it to deſperation.  DNiviae hope 15; pq other jchan 
. an affured looking foxg and undoubted expects- 
tion' of all promaed:good things:to come, :{pi- 


ritual 
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The Godly Pillar of Help. 
- itual, temporal and eternal, on the account of ' 


ods mercy, and Chiifis merits, and the out- 
2oing of the ſoul towards thoſe apprehended 
vo0ds, Fear is converfant about ail but hope 
;bout good. And as it bears a ſpecial reſpect to 
irnal bleflednels, life and falvation, fo a fub- 
1dinate and inferiour to all outward deliverances, 
nercies and comforts whatſoever. Faith conliders 
-C$11ngs a5 true, hope as hard, though poſſible, cha- 
ity as good, Faith looks at the word promiſing, 
ope at the thing promiſed, Faith and Patience 
properly reſpe#t afflicions, the one the firength, 
he other the length of them 3 hope moxe (tricly 
he delation of mexcies and "bleſſings, The Saints 
tten have little in hand, but they have much in 
hope. Irs the Periphraſis of .the Saints, fuch as 
Fope in the Lord, They ruſt in him-at all times, 
n a good day, a day of mercy, whea their ſteps 
ly p< anointed with butter and hony, whule they 
at the fineſt of the Wheat, and drink the purefi 
Fo of the Grape; and in the evil day, eithex of 
ublick or private calamity, when God: hedgeth 

p their -waics with thorns, and writes bitter 
b things againſt them 3 what time they are afraid, 
1 Whey truſt in him. - They have ſperm i# jms , and 
though toſſed to and fro with the waves of for- 
ow and diſcomfort) they can (with: the wiſe 
" | erfinere faſten the anchor of 10pEs bath in.the 
dark, and the deep, in the God of their falvation. 
hey are alwaies cleaving to, and depending on 
od, . addreſſing to him, waiting on, . and ex- 
peFing from him, looking and longing towards 
lim; and though they. want comfort and afſu- 
ranck, 'yet they alwaics nouriſh a ſecret hope, and 
| K 2 
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"The Godly Pillar of Help. 
(though in a paſſion they may cry out, Their hop 


i per:jhedjrom the Lord) yet as foon as the tit igf®* *: 


over, they recollect themliclycs,” and ſay, Why ar 
ye wo From our ſouls bogs in God, for we ſhall ye 

4112 ©1m1. 

Secondly, The foundation of that hope is here 
expreſicd, The Lord their God, Where. we mull 
contlider the appellation, The Lord God, and the 
relation, The L:7d their God, 

Firlt, The appcllation, T2& Lord God, News eft nomen 
eſſuntie, Don:inus peteftutis, the one is a name de 
noting ſubſtance, the other power ang authority 

Hceuce obſcrve firſt, Thevgh a Saint be never | 
happy in tbe influence of mercy, yet he ſtill keeps « 
eye Io, and maintains a Yeverential aw of divine 
Majefty, Heb. 12. ult. Having received a Kizgdom 
let us ſcrve him acceptably, with reverence -, godly 
fear. $9, Pet, 1. 17. If me call bim (not Judge 
but Father, tet ws p.iſs the time of our ſojourning | 
fear. God hath (o tempcred the diſcoveries of hi: 
greatnefs, with thoſe of his goodneſs, as there 1: 
matter fox filial fear in the higheſt exerciſes of ou 
faith and' contidence. Pit?” 

Secondly, Gods power and greatnels is a great 
mcouragement of his Pcoples hope in. him. * Not 
only h s grace arid mercy, but his power and abi- 
lity, 1s a ſtable prop of their faith and confidence 
Ourward greatneſs proyes a difadyantage to thi 
in;provcment of worldly intcrefis,'and makes me 
aud at a diſtarice, but doth no way hinder 06 


- 2mpeach, but rather help forward divine interefis 


and accefles.  Wichour an intereſt in God, 1dced 
the moſt comfortable Artijbutes are tcrrible, but 
through that, the moſt + terrible Attributes be 
come comfortable. b- -. But 
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But to pa's theſe ; thirdly, Obſerve, God, and 
. Wd alone i the objelt of bu Proples bope in a day of 
Aizon. He 1s the contidence of the ends of the 
irth, Pſal.65, 5. The Propi:t ftil's him exopreſly, 
id by way of emphalis, The hop? of Iſrael, cr. 
M.. 3. He us called, The God of > Rom.15.13, 
j Give as well as eff-Gve, He is fo in himſe'f,and. 
s P.ople make him fo. He is thcir hope excluſive, 
iy. Their .:elp ſtands only in his Name, Tutivs ad 
Wm meum quam ad ullum $antiorum, vl Ange» 
4, faich Awtin, I can go fatclier tomy GoJ, 
an cithex to Saint or Angel. They know the 
anity and emptineſs of the creature, and the ful. 
ls and-alſ..thciency of the Creatour, and there- 
re in his Name will chey {et up their banners, 
nd he is their hope ſfignanter, by way of cmis» 
ncy, a ſuth-icnt helpz when there is no hope in 
ie creature at the belt, there is hops in God at 
2 worlt. A Saints caſe is never ſo deſperate as 
dearth, but ic's hop-tul as to Heaven, 1 
Now if wt would kaow or inquire, what it is 
G>d, that is the pillar of-theis hop: 'as the 
j:& of their confidence, take wc au account of 
, eſpecially in theſe five particula:s. 
Firtt, The glory of his Atcribut-s. This was 
at he proclaimed before M.ſ:s, tor his i:1cquyage» 
int of him in the condud of the people upon , 
Ys carncft xequeti, when his ſpirit began even to 
i| him, Exod. 34. 6, The Lord God, merciful and 
aAciom wo This Naine of the Lord is a;{tsxong 
aF ower — The conlideration of his imnutabiſiy, 
t he is a God who changeth not amilit all the 
znges, confulions and revolutions of this lower 
orld, of hug luthgicncy, all power belonging to 
& 3 _. 


kim, Pſ«l. 62. 11. And above all, his never failin, 
goodneſs and mercy, truth and faithfulneſs, is : 
invincible ſtay and ſupport to the Chriſtians hope 


See holy Jeremiah bearing up himſelf with th tic 
meditation of his power, fer. 32, 17, 18. Alill th 
Lord God, behold thou baſk made the Heaven an 25 
the Earth by thy great power, and. ftretched-vilff| yc 
arm —As he hath Sonics wiſdom, and knows allffl }« 


things, fo infinite power, and can do all things | ta 
he is wonderful in counſel, and mighty in work w 
ing. And thus we finde the Church ſhoring upil C 
her reeling and ſinking fpirits with the ſtud of n 
his infinite, boundlels, and never failing merc 
and compaſſions, Lam. 3.21. This I recall to m 
mind, therefore hgve I hope. Saints hope in his 
mercy, Pſal. 33.18. The Attributes of God ares 
ſo many-props and pillars to uphold a falling foul, 
as{o'many ſhields, which he may bear before him 
totence off the firokes of evil, When they can- 
not lay hold-on a Promiſe, they may yet lay hold 
upon an Attribute 3 and though they {it in dark- 
neſs,” and ſce no light, yet may they fiay upon 
it .-Oneſhine of an Attribute in its full luſtre and 
glory, is able to diſpel in a moment all thoſe 
miſts of fear, doubt and temptation, which have 
over-{pread the fouls Heavens, and cauſe them ut- 
terlyto wanith. 

Secondly, The merits of his Son: They arc 
alſo ftrong pillars of this hope. Heis that mighty 
one, vis hoſe ſhoulders God hath laid-his peoples 
help, 'Pſel. $9. 19: AN fel and became 4 ruinous 
heap in Adem, but is repaired by Chriſt,” It bath 
Pleaſed the Father all fulnefs ſhould dwelt in him, the 
ſpirit without -mcaſfure, - treaſlres: of wiſdom 
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and knowledge. And all the grace and-mercy of 
God runs hath the chanel of hy rs © 
ther concerning our eternal or temporal condi- 
tion. ' He'is the Saviour of all, but efpecially of 
them that believe; with him we have all tings 

as being entailed upon him; all is, your!, bat. 
you are Chriſts, x Cor. 3. uit. Through the know- 
ledge of him, all things are given us which per- 
tain to life and godlincfs : God ſupplies all our 
wants according to the riches oft his glory in 
Chrift. He is repreſented to us under all poſlible 
names of fulneſs and excellency, to aſſure us, that 
whatſoever we want, may be had in him. He is 
called light, life, treaſurez yea the Apoſiſe calls his 
unfearchable riches, Ephbef. 3.8. arsE1x1ig5o matron, 
unfathomable wealth. It's reported of the Spa- 
niſh Embaſſadour, that when he had beheld the 
Duke of Venice*s treaſury with great admiration, 
as indeed being the richeſt in the- world,” yet 1n | 
the end commends his Maſters above it, which the 
auditors wondring at, and demanding the reaſon 
of, he gives this anſwer, This treaſure, though 
vaſt, hath a bottom, but my Maſters hath no bot- 
tom, alluding to the Ifles of Mexico, &c, Thi 
is much' more true of Chriſt ; he hath hottomll 

treaſures of grace and $eace, wiſdom and holi- 
neſs, joy and comfort, life and glory, bliſs and 
happineſs, to give out to his members. And (con- 
fidering help in the ather notion}; he is alſo the 
moft proper and adequate obje& of our hope, 
For him hath God exalted a Prince and Saviour, 
not only to diſpenſe out the gifts of repentance 
and forgiveneſs (as Kings do on theix inauguras. 
tion daics ) but alſo hath raiſed him up to be 
K 4 he; 


the 557re. and deljverer: of his People from the 
hands of all their enemies 3; The Redeemer that 
ſhall come out of Sion, to turn away ungodlineſs 
from Facob. He ſhall raiſe che Tabernacle of Da- 
vid that 1s fallen, and cloſe up the breaches there- 
of, A8. 15. 16. He is called, Gods firength, Iſa. 
27. 5. His neck, (faith the Spoule in her deſcrip- 
tion) as like the Tower of David, builded for an Ar- 
moury , | Whereon there bang a thouſand buckjers, 
all ſhields of mighty men, Cant. 4. 4. He is the 
Saints chief helper, the Anteſignanus or ftandard- 
bearer of the whole Army, or (as we render it ) 
the chiefeſt of ten thouſand, under whoſe condutt {P! 
himſelf 'going in the front before us, we may rout {*! « 
Armies {ins, fears, temptations, men and De- wh: 
vils, though never ſo combined or bandied againſi 
us 5 Though they compals us about like Bees, yet Wh: 
in this name of the Lord may we deftzoy them, =6'ri 
He is a ſecurity againlt the wrath of God, and WP"! 
againſt the violence of men alſo. Saith Bernard I" 
ſweetly, ubi tuta firmague requies nifi in vulneritus the 
alvatoris? Every wound of Chriſt is a City of I=*! 
efuge to the purſued ſoul of a Chriſtian. The | 
deftroying Angel will paſs over thoſe who are ſhi 
rinkled with Chrifts blood : The avenger of = 
blood ſhall never touch thoſe who are once lodged Is 
in this ſure SanQuary z and they who have the I<« 
fearlet thred of his merits tied upqn-their hearts, I<* 
are certain of delivery from wrath tocome, and I" 
being proximz Fovi, are yet procul 4 fulmine. This 
man (faith the Evangelical Prophet of him) ſhall (| 
ha 1 hiding-place from s wind, and a covert c 
ate ooh as rivers of water in a dry place t 

# ths ſhadow of © great rock, in @ weary Land | 


th 
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he WG. 32, 2, A ſhelter againſt colder and battering 
dat Forms, and a ſhadow under burning and ſcorch- 
es ng heats,, He comes forth (ith the other Pro- 


a- ht) that js to be Ruler in Iſrael, from among the 
e- oft of the thouſands of Judah, whoſe goings forth 
ſa. hive been from of old, from everlaſting. And be 
p- Wall land and feed in the ſtrength of the Lord, im 


be Majeſty of the name of the Lord bis God. Andthis 
an ſhall be thy peace,when the Aſſyrian ſhall come in- 
0 the Land :  (irength againſt, or comfort under his 
opprefſion. This was that the Prophet Zachariab 
omforts the Chyrch with againſt the Babyloniſh 
zptivity,Gach.9.9,11,12,Kejoyce greatly,O Davgh= 
ter of Siou— Behold thy King cometh untothee—And 
what follows upon his advent ? As for thee alſe, by 
the blood of the Covenant, I have ſent forth thy priſo- 
ners out of the pit, wherein there js no water ;, and (0 
dires them to turn to him that ſtrong hold as 
priſoners of hope, Neyer failed that ſoul of help, 
who made Chrili his hope. He never will calt out 
thoſe which come to him,and citius clavem ab Here 
cale, none can pluck his ſheep out of his hand. 
Thirdly, The relations of the Covenant. Whom 
ſhould a child trutt to. for he)p but his Father, 
and the mnocent for right but the Judge ? This 
is that the Prophet pleads all along in times of 
calamity and trouble, Gods Paternity, Kingſhip, 
conjugal relations, The Church alwaies goes to 
him under theſe relations of a God, a Judge, a 
King, a Father, an Husband, all which are 
moving his bowels of afkcGion; ſhe laies her 
claim to God as ' hers on all occaſions. TI ame 
thine, faith David, ſave me. So the Church im-. 
pleads her intereſt. The Lord is my portion, $57 eg 
wil T hope in bim, 2-  Fourthly, 


—_ 
=, 


Fourthly , The truth and fulnefs of his Proffl "© 
miſes. What God hath a tongue to ſpeak, is oy " | 
duty to have an car to hear, and heart too to bY} 
lieve, for what he hath ſpoken with his mouthſ] *" 
he will fulfil with his hand, 2 Sam. 7. 24, 25 * 
Not one thing hath failed of all the good thing * 
which the Lord your God ſpake concerning you fy 
Foſhua tells the people, cap. 23. 14. And fo Solb : 
mon blefling God betore the people, thus beſpeaky © 
them ; there hath not failed one word of all bu ol 

ood promiſe, x King. $. 56. All his Promiſes ar n 
; and Amen, made in Chrift, and confirmed © 
and made good by him. Now the Promiſes offff * 
mercy are ſure footing for our faith, and fervc : 


highly to fix and cſtabliſh our hope. I had pr- 
riſhed (faith David) in mine afflidion, but that thy 
word was my hope, Pſal. 119. This gave him com- 
fort. So as he profeſleth at the 114 verſe. Thou art 
my biding-place, and my ſhield : T bope in thy word. 
And fo emphatically again, Pfal. 130. 5. I watt 
for the Lord, my ſoul doth wait : and in bus word 
T hope. The Promiſes are as ſo many Maga- 
2 Zines for relief, Mines forſupply, Springs tor con- 
4 folation, Breaſts for refreſhment ; They are as 
Et the clefts of the Rock, and ſecret places of thc 
ſtairs for the ſouls ſecurity and protection. They 
are as an anchor of hope, ſure and ſtedfaſt ( as 
the Apoſtle elegantly calls them, Heb. 6. 19. ) 
which if well faſtened, the ſhip is ſure; fo that 
neither wind or wave can move it. - There can- 
not be more venom in a judgement, than there 1s 
balm in a Promiſe. This was that bare up Da- 
pids foul, and Chriſt too whom he typifics, even 
Gods Promiſe of nct leaving his ſoul in Hell, 
| | NOT 


4 « 


nor ſuffering his holy one to (ce romuption, 
Ad. 13.35. "This upheld Fonas's fpirit from 
fioking-under all his temptations and diſtraQtions, 
and his faith and ' hope from drowning, even 
when his body was Ceatlowed up, | he did not 
throw all over-board,” but yet looktitowards his 
holy Temple, Fonah 2, 4. To which: the Promi- 
{cs -were peculiarly made. Though the gate 
of mercy ſeemed ſhut , all hopes of pardon cut 
off, mountains of oppoſition (tood in the way of 
his faith, yet he looks up, and by faith over-looks 
all; faith'in the Promiſe made. him row againli 
winde and tide, and bear againſt all the difticul- 
ties and difafters of providence, and hope not 
only againſt reaſon, but ſenſe too, and believe 
over not bare difficultics, but ſeeming impoffibi- 
lities alſo. When David was driven out of all 
hopes of the Kingdom, fo as peremptorily to 
conclude he was caſt out of Gods tight, ſhould 
tall by the hand of Saul, and all God had faid 
was but a ſtory, and his Prophet Sawnel a tale, 
a liez he recovers himfclf from under all theſe 
wreſilings, and animates his ſoul by the remem- 
brance of the Promiſe; I bad fainted but that 1 
beheved, to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the Laud 
of the Living. Though God does not alwaics ful- 
fill his threatnings, but revokes them on repen- 
tance ( wherefore the Jews counted not him a 
falſe Prophet that foretold Judgements, though 
they eame not to paſs) yet he alwaies fulfils his 
Promiſes to them that fear him, and hope in his 
mercy; This fiaid Abrabams faith therefore un- 
der all apparent contradictions, Row, 4-21. He 
that promiſed would perform, 
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_ - Fifthly, Exemplaria Providentie. The experi- 
ments ot his Providence are another ſure ground 
and bottom of hope. Experience is the breeder 
of Hope, Row. 5.4. They which have tri:d God, 
cannot bur truſt hin, For the Lord will not foxſuke 
bis People, This was the ground of Davids conhi- 
dence, 1 Sam. 13.37. when he went out againſt 
huge Gelizb. The Lord that delivered me ont of the 
paw of the Lion, and out of the paw of the Bear, be 
will deliver me out of the band of this Philiſtine 3 one 
deliverance aſſures another, And it 15 no leſs che 
Argument of his Praycr in ſeveral Plaims, Pſal. 
27. 9.” Thou haſt been my help, leave me not, wether 

forſuke me, O God of my ſalvation. | Thou haſt, 

O Lord, taken the care of me hitherto, expoſe 
me not now as a deſtitute O:pian to the wide 
world, Pal 3x.2, 3- -Be thou my ftrong rock,, for 

thou art my rock, and my fortreſ.. Plal. 42.8, 9. 

All thy waves and billows are gone over me, yet the 

Lurd will command bis loving-kinducſs in the day- 

tame I wil ſay unto God, WY VOCk, when he was 

almoſt ſunk , even about drowning, he catcheth 
hold on the bough of foxmer exp-rience ſcaſona- 
bly aud opportunely, and'ſo faves himſelf. So Pſal. 

71.5, 9. Thou art my hope from wy youth. Caſt me 

wot ff 11 the time of wy old ag*. So veirſ. 17, 19. 

Thou haſt targht me O God from my youth, now alſo, 

when 1 am ut end gray»beaged,0 God forſake me nor, 

There's his Prayer 3 and {ce how his Faich gets 
up, and rifcs {till higher and higher, from hope to 
allurance, verſe 206. Thou which baft ſhewed me 
great aud ſore troubles, ſhalt quicken me again, and 

Jhalt Lring me up again from the depths of the Eurth= 

And as he cnds the Plglm,  {o he begzus it, Verſe 
; | | 1,2, 3 


nn LL GG %.w'iav mn Vt *» V 


1, 2,3. I: thee O Lord, I truſt, let mernever 
be put wy confi-fion— mega, ong Tock, and ha- 
I Ebitition— for thou art my rock, and, my fortreſſe. 
1, | Whcn the Out-works are taken, then he retreats 
E | co the privcipal Fort ; when a Chriſtians preſent 
> I cvidences are darkened, or hopes di{couraged, he 
If may and ought ro fly to the experience of Gods 
© I former gracious dealings, and comftortable mani+ 
* If feftarions; to look back to the days af gld,. and 
" If years of ancicnt times, ang call co rem:mbrance 
his f -rmer  $ongs undes his preſent. ſufferings. 
Theſ: will beas him. up+as/in. the dayes of old 
upon Eagles wings.” I,w.4s under ſuch a tempta- 
tion, but che Lord: ſirengthcned\mez under fuch 
an aflitjon, but Gad delivered me. Thus David, 
Plal. 28; 9. The Lord in, my firength, andonygſhicld, 
my heart trjted in him; and I'\am helped: He goes 
to God by a Pzriphraſis, Pjal. 17.7.:Shew thy war- 
vel loving-kindneſs., O thov: that ſevait by thy 
right hand them which; put, their #ruft jn thee— 
And thus! che Charch,: P{ul, 22. and. -44- Our 
F aibers trufted in thee We have heard what thou. 
didit for 04x. Fathers rin the dayes of old, And ſhall 
wot the Fathers unto the Children proiſe thy, treath 7 
So Plal. 41544 3+ The Lordibath been. mindful of - 
us, be; whli bleſs us -—-: $4 Þ(@l. 045 13.; Gag i 4 
King of old : Thow dif; dquide thy Sea by thy ftrength, 


: 


thou brakeft the beads of tbe Dxegons he gpaters, 


Thou brakeſt the begs. of, Lemnatban, Prefs _ 
Awake, awakg; put on firengths O ar of the ord 
Art not {30 that bath cs, Raka an wound- 
YL how 

pleadl 


ed the Dragin— It's all along obſ: "oe | 


the Church and Peop'e. of God: have fiood upo 
this'Giazits ſhoulder of foxmes experiencs 3n their 
: ngs 
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pleadings ri_kd wreſflings with he for future 
mercies. And in an ea manner thoſe two 
ſolemn and ſignal deliverances, out of Egypt, and 
from the red Sea : as God makes them a conftant 
argument" for obcdience te him , ſo do they of 
conhdenee -apon him. And thus the Church m 
the Lamentations, in the {addcfi dumps of her at- 
flition ,- recurrs to her experience; Lam. 3. 26. 
+4 5 p00Þ & man ſhould both quietly hope, and wait 
e ſalvation of the Lord. Thus the Apolile ar- 
gu gun wants and neceſlities, Hebr. 13. 5. 
the-Promile. And again dangers from the 
experiments of Providence.” So #hat'we may bold- 
ly ſay, The Lord is our helper : And {o he reaſons 
againſt oppolitions and -perſecutions. 2 Tim. 4: 
17, 18; [was delivered out of the mouth of the Lion, 
andibe'Lord poll deliver me from every evil work— 
Former experiments (like herbs diflilled in Sum- 
mer 'which comfortthe heart in the dead of win- 
tex ): wy ſerve to Jultifie, yea to fortifie future 
». Toad It's good" reckoning { though! not 
from flft Ti deceitful man, ) yet from 'the true 
and evefliving God, what he hath 'been, that he 


Me 4 dye th, will deliver their eyes from tears; 
we theit fere from-falling; he that Bath ddlivered: 
doth, 'and willdeliver Cas the Apoſtle conclud 


iogqni Wh rſcautfonsbrake his back, comfort: 
Freak this, Oey fhould 'not break his 
nes 3:20, Bt" God would niake a w Th 


of eſca ofeſc = of! nd: i rhuch'for the appetiyion, 


My, Follows the appropriation, 
cation of this to ohr ſelyes. The Lord his Rs ge 
Our 


6© his People; He that hath delivered their | 


Our God. intereſt in God is the only fare ground 
> hope in him. 1 Saw, 30. 6. David — 
bimſelf in the Lord bis God, Plal. 60. 4. Thou baft 
given a banner to them that fear thee. The Signs 
of Gods favour and prefence , the aſſurances of 
victory and triumph are the Saints peculiar. God 
proclaims warr againſt the wicked : Ns peace, 
ſaith my Ged , 10 the wicked. God will not caſt 
- away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil 
doers; he will never take the wicked by the hand. 
His people only are the objects of his care and help 
in an evil day, as of his love and favour in a good. 
When he roars out of Sion, and utters bis woide 
from Jeruſalem, and the . Heavens and Earth ſhake, 
be will then be the hope-of bis people, and the ſtrength 
of the children of Iſrael, Joel 3. 16. a place of re- 
pair fo, and harbous for them in the. worſt of 
times, as the word imports. An Hypocrite hath 
no ſuch 'hope. The ſmners of Sion are afraid, 
fearſulneſs ſurprizeth the Hypocritess They can- 
not dwell with devouring, tire, or endure 'ever- 
laſting buraings, Iſa,.33. 14. As *tis the Saints 
duty, {& 7cis their only/Priviledge to hope. God, 
even our 0mn \God ſhall bleſs ws , Plal. 67. 6. 'Ap- 
propriation' is the ground of BenediQtion : Lo, 
this is aur God, we bave waited for him: interelt is 
the foundation of expeRation. It was the ob- _ 
(ervation'vf Luther, A Chriittians duty lies much 
in Adverbs, his comfort-much in Pronouns. The 
Ship that is molt richly laden with -holinels, al- 
. wayes' may bear: the faircft Sails of contidence. 
Wicked men may' be-carnally confident, and ſeem 
to truſt in God, but all is but a pretence they 
icarry-the faireſt fide outward, and may havefair 
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- Now this bleſd of the Soul by-ceafon of 


hh %, SP "ay >4 , > F Of T0» "iN 6 
Sheir Conſtiences. They.may. preſume, but c: 
not believe, may lie to God, but camnot relie upon 


him. They who obey not Precepts, can never" 
rightly hope in Promiſes, for where Faitn is infſ'< 


the centre, Obedience wilt be in the-circumferxence 
Sin daſhes a mans hopes, and guilt enfeebles his 
ſpirit. That of Auſtiz may be applyed here, Nov 
bene creditur vbi non bene vivitur. The flagg off 
Confidence that hangs outward in- his counte-W: 
ance, is but a bare empty ſign, without an ap- 
proved licence of holineſs, and will not allow hin 
a drop of the wine of true Conſolation, 

. But ſo much for the firft particular, the exer- 
.cifc of the Saints Hope, with its proper Objee, 
the Lord ther God. Now follows, | 
.. Laltly, Premmm, the reward and retribution 0 
this their hope, Happy are they ; For the predi- 


. catc of Happineſs referrs to both Clauſcsz Hap- 


Py is he to whom God affords help, and happy hi 
that makes him his Help, by crufting to, and ho- 
ping in him, —— Whoſe hope is in the Lord his God. 
This is che ordinary Language of Sacred Writt, 
Plal. 2.12. Bleſſed are all they that rruft in:hin. 


Pill: 34. 8. Bleſſed is the man that trufts in hin," 


Pal. $4.12, Oc. And as David the Father, (of 
Solomon the Son , that Maſter- of the Sentences, 
affirms it , Prov. I6. 20. Whoſo trufteth' in the 


Bird, heppy is be : and fo the Prophets afſese this 


beatitude, which hope in ,God introduceth :;' 16a 

36g 3. Bleſſed are all they that weit for bim5; and 

99 17. 7: Blefſed is the man that truſteth in the 
rd, and whoſe bope the Lord is. 1? © 
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ins hoping in-God will appear (not to name many 
hings ) and be evident upon this- threefold ac- 
ompt. As it is a preferver of the Soul from (in, 
under trouble, as it is an antidote againſt, or re- 
if co the ſoul under rrouble , and ,as'1t carries- 
Witch it'an aſſurance of deliverance and falvation 
isour of trouble. Firlt , Under trouble it (ſecures - 
he ſoul from finning againſt God. That is the 
preat Matter of the gadly's fear in time. of (traits 
and afflictions , leit they ſhould fin againſt God :; 
il times, {aid Chryſoftom to the Empereſs Eudoxia 
threatning of him, #ift peccatum. 'They: fear to 
In by farr more than to ſuffer, Now «( as a 
{udd-wall choaks all the Cannon-hullets and 
ranado's ſhot againfi-it', fo do's' this:grace of 
Hope quench all the fiery darts of temptation. 
It's that preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, with: 
fhich the Soul being well ſhodd, may: walk over: 
horns andbriars, :and tread the Lion and Adder. 
ndex fins feet; 1} van - -t - ) Riker 
Thetc are three evils eſpecially toi which a gra« 
10us Soul 15 liable under the burdens amd Pprefilire; 
Wot afflictions : Dedolenty-and defparyrunder them, ' 
MDiſcontent and impatience! at them or uſe of 
IndireQt and unlawtall Means to get: out of them, 
and theſe necefarily follow one anather. - Hope 1s 
remedyiagainſt all. ? .- Rat 52 
Firſt) Agamſi male-content under: trouble : It 
quiets, contents, and-(ettles the Soul, anJ keeps 
Wit from murmuringand repining. Thisthe Church 
found, Law. 3- 29. Sbe put ber mouth inhe duſt, 
if ſo be there might be hope. They are deſperate 
wretches , who open; their- mouths wade ',, and 
blaſpheme God by reaſon of the Plagucs,* Reve!. 
Bs: x. b, 


16, 21, 


The Godly Pillar of Help. 
16.21: Even the Devils blaſphemy ariſeth from 
their deſperacy. Twas the Atheiltical King that 
would wait on the Lord no longer, 1 King. 6,u4t, 
Hope waits untill the Lord is gracious, 1s dutmb, 
and hath not a word to fay againtt his domgs. 
A deſperate Traitor curſes hus Prince, but a peni- 
tent MaletaQtor, who hath the leaſt hope ot par- 
don., willingly fubmits to his ſentence. Indeed 
hope of mercy. 1s. a main ingredient 1 true re- 
pentance, aud raiſeth it from Legal to Evangeli- 
cal, when a Soul ſorrows towards God, mourns 
looking on him pierced for as well as by him; 
and puts the rope about his neck, and ſackcloth 
about his loyns, 18 his approaches to the King of 
Heaven; becauſe he 1s a mercafull King, 

. Secondly, It keeps from deſpondency and utter 
ſaccumbency undes affliction. It hath vim ſuften- 
tautem, aluftaining power in it.z bears a man up 
againſt. bis Infixmices z it keeps the: Soul from 
fainting or ſinking : It's lake the Cork of the Net, 
which keeps it up, when-the Lead of Fear would 
pull it down, or the wing of the Bird,that mounts 
it to Heaven, while the ſtone ticd: to the legg 
forces it down: to carth ; But for Hope the heart 
would break: Now though mercy deferred may 
make the heart tick, yet the defixe coming is a 
tree of life, Prov. 13. 12. Good hope and conſo- 
lation are hke Caſtor and Pollyx , commonly-in 
conjunGion. - The Palm-tzees motto 3s Hopes, 
Depreſſa Refurge, B:licving is a choice and fingu- 
gular Cordial, to preſerye the Soul from faint- 
ing. ; 
Thirdly; From any: unlawfull courſe to get out 
of affliction, He that believes, makes vot haſte, Tha. 

F | 28,16, 


: "= 


The Godly Pillar of Help. 


28, 16. He will not leap over hedge and ditch, | 
or finde any back-doors of eſcape, but wait till ef 
God opens a way of deliverance. The Souldier - 
( though belieged never ſo cloſe) will not deliver 
up the City, if he hath any hope of relief. The 
men of Fabeſh were glad when Sarls meſſengers 
came and told them, To morrow by that time the 
fun was hot they ſhould have help, 1 Sam. 11. 9g. 
Be the cafe never ſo fad, the Soul will wait for 
ods help, fo long as it apprehends it (elf not 
icfperate. Hope is not too halty for or greedy of 
ercy, nor will not pluck the fruit thereof too 
00n, before it be full ripe. The patient (though 

rought never ſo low,) if in the hands of a wiſe 
r Wiylician, (till hopes to recover, and is content, 
,. 8; wiowing, the mort deſperate and tedious his 
p ickneſs, the more will the joy be of his cure. 
n W' he Captain though beaten by the Enemy, will 
t, ($1110 means yicld and take quarter, fo long as 
4 Wc fees any probability of fighting him he is 
leaſed with thefe thoughts, the ſharper the en- 
ounter, once qvercome, the greater glory-of the 
itory. The Chriftian knows Gods time is the 
ſt, and therefore is willing to attend it , and 
ill not himſelf make his way outot trouble, 
at find it made by Gods hand for him 3 he will 
of pluck a prick out of his foot, to put it mto - 
5 heart, but had rather carry about him a woun- 
}d skin. or torn eſtate than a wounded Conlci- 
xe, rather chooſe to endure trouble which 
nds to eaſe, than get a little eaſe at preſcnt, 
hich leads to, and will end1n trouble, He dare 
ot ſhackle his Spirit to diſcharge his Body, but 
ad rather be a Priſoner, and for this hope bound 
L 2 with 
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with a chain, than a Free-man without it, David, 
alrhough heir apparent of the Kingdom by Gods 
Promiſe, and in great danger ot mifling it by 
Sauls violence, yet dare not make more haſte than 
good ſpecd, by making his death a tiirrup to al- 
cend the Throne by 3; nay, though he had oppor- 
tunity, dare not take off his head for dcftruction, 
though tor his conviction he cut off the Jap of his 
garmentz and that was animo renitente too; 
but rathcr waitcd Gods time of his advance to it, 
and ſettlement in it. The Primitive Chriſtians 
did not only, not ({cck or offer themſelves to a 
compoſition 3 no, but would not accept of de- 
lIrverance on unworthy terms, Heb. x1. 35. That's 
the firſt. Hope ſecures agamſt fin. 

Secondly, Ic doth admirably remedy aMiQcion 
by ſanCtitying and ſweetning of it. To name no 
more, it hath a four-fold energy in time of af- 
fl:i&ion, each of which hath a wonderful tenden- 
cy towards the ſouls bleflednels. 

Firſt, Vim quieſcentem, a calming and quieting 
vertue ; it {tills and ſedates the ſoul, and does mc- 
tos componere fludw. The ſoul is ftill, when it onc: 
knows 1t 1s God, and his hand, and 1s no mor: 
difquicted; Pſal. 43.ult.It's filled with his peacc, 
which paſſcth all underſtanding, & tranguillo Det 
tranquilant emna, & ipſum quietum aſpicere 
quieſcere : It 'gives not God an ill word, k 
its peacez nay, gives good words, ' blefſeth his 
name, and faith, Good #4 the Word of the Lord; 
as David, 2 Sam. 15. 25. 1f 1 ſhall finde favour in 
the eyes of the Lord, be will bring me again, and 
fſhew me both the Ark, and his habitation. But 
he thus ſay, I have no delight in thee : Behold 

bere 
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here am I, let him do to me as ſeemeth good to him. 
ds It's reported of a precious ſtone called Bufonites, 
by that caſt it into the Sea, and although it be ne- 
an I ver ſo tempeſtuous, it will procure a calm. This 
af- I precious grace is hope, which calms and ſettles 
2r- the ſoul under its greatcht tumules and commo- 
tons, and fiaies 1t under its molt reltle(s 1nquie- 
his Mtations. The Rabbins tell us, that all the Ictters 
0; ſin the name Fehovah, are liters quieſcentes, Faith 
it, and hope can pertectly ſpell this his reverend 
ins name, and out of every letter thereot gather a 
) a Mguickening lecture influential on the Chriſtian to 
de-Mcompoſe him into a fcrene 'temper under the 
it's Mgrcateli ruffics and diſcompoſurcs he meets with 
in the world. This lower Region is {abject to 
ion liorms and tempelis, but the upper Region 15 ſe- 
noWene and clear,no tfiorms above the Moon and Hi- 
lt9rians report, that they which are at the top 
x the Alp3 can bchold great ſhowres fall under- 
cath them, but not a drop above or upon them. 
Hop: mounts the foul up to GoJ, advanceth it 
0 Heaven, ard then *tis out of the dint of evcry 
worm, and reach of every tempcli whatſocver. 
ore} Secondly, It hath vim ſublevantem, a firmpport- 
ace Wig and ſuſtaining vertue. Faith and hop? are 
Je Mike Fachim and Boaz, the Pillars of Solomons ) 
 efſ@ic ſupport of the ſouls Temple. They are not 
nly kept ia perte& peace, but ſecurely too, 
hoſe minds are ſtayed on him, If. 26. 3, 4- 
The fear of man brings @ ſnare, but whoſo truſteth 
4 the Lord ſhall be (ate, Prov. 29. 25. He that 
onhdes in God, dwells in his holy mountain, 
t ia. 57. 13. Is as Mount Sion, which cannot be 
eld,ſÞ:moyed. Mole-hills may be (ſcattered, but Moun- 
Mere L 3; tains 
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tains arc immoveable. God is & buckſer (faith the 
Plalmiſt ) to all that truſt in him, Pal, 18. 30. 
The ſoul can never be caft down that hath hope 
co lift it up. No ſooner Davids ſpirit and coun- 
tenance under a dejetion, but hope gives it ar 
erection and elevation. A fecret hope will bear 
up the ſoul under the foreſt trials and tempta- 
tions, even though prefied down above meaſure, 
ſo as to deſpair of life, yet this Pillar will ſhore 
it up from tottering and falling as it did Paul, 
2 Cor. 1.7, $, 9. 

Thirdly, Vim conſolantem, a comforting power, 
It will not only quiet the foul, make it ſtand fill, 
and {ce the Lords ſalvation, and cauſe it to glo- 
rifie God in the fires, but rejoyce it alfo, give it 
mulick upon the waters, alwaies molt raviſhing, 
Rom. 15.13. The God of hope fill you with ull jy 


and peace in believing. So 1 Pet. 1.8, Tet believing, 

ye rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 

The Prophet having "09945 the bleſſeduel; 
ec 


of hoping in God, Fer. 17. 8. illuſtrates it by 
the metaphor of Palms, or Lawrels, Myrtles and 
Olive-trees, which retain their greennels, and 
cndure pnder the (corching heats of the Sun, and 
are alwaics flouriſhing and proſperous. God is 4 
Sun for conſolation, as well as a ſhicld for pro- 
tection to them that truſt in him. Davids heart 
was glad, and his glory rejoyced, while his flc{h 
did reſt in hope, Pſal. 16. 9. The flower of com- 
fort grows on the tree of hope. 

Fourthly , Vim confirmantem , an eſtabliſhing 
vertue ; That fixes the ſoul on God, fo as it docs 
like a meteor hover 1n the air of uncertaintics, but 
wholly acquieſces in hjm as his entize and reſolute 
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depndant, under all emergencies of providence, 


BPH. 112.7, 8. Hix heart ts fixed truſting in the 


Lord, bis heart is eftal liſhed— Believing eftabliſh- 


"© cth the foul, and keeps *t, as from finful com- 


pliances, fo from unworthy defpondencies, and 
doubting fluuartions, that it doth not reel to and 
fro like an houſe that wants a ſolid foundation, but 
15 Iike the City of Venice, which (though it ſtands 
on the very Sea ) nec fladiu, nec flatu movetur, nei- 
ther wind nor wave doth move it z neither is like 
the Willow ſhaken with every wind, but like the 
Oak, that abides its place in ſtorms and tempelſts, 
Hope in the Lord, is the anchor that faftens the 
ſhip of the ſoul, fo as it remains unſhaken and 
immoveable amid(t all the ſhakings of 'Satanical 
temptations, or worldly concuflions. T have ſet 
the Lerd alwaies before me : becauſe he is at my 
right band, I ſpall not be moved, The true Be- 
hever is 7eredywr® dg, like a die, caſt him 
which way you will, he falls upon a ſquare. The 
Earth may remove off its foundation, and the 
Mountains be hurled from their place, the Sea 
roar, and its waters be troubled, and yet the 
Church not be moved. Though weak in them- 
{clves, beli-vers are ſtrong in the Lord ; and like 
the Boat (though wavering of it ſelf) yet tied to 
the Ship, it's ſure ; Or like the Vine, Ivie, and 
Apricock, though ſome of the weakelt of trees, 
yet leaning on the wall, aud twining about the 
Oak, they ſtand firm and immoveable. A carnal 
man, or hypocrite, in time of diſtreſs, is foon 
moved, yea removed off his principles and pro- 
fcfſ1on, like a door that gocs on its hinges, m a 


fpiritual ſtorm, he becomes the ſport of every 
L 4 wand 


wand and wave, but a believer gets up on God 
that impregnable Rock ; ' and being homo quadg a- 
txs, hayirig bis foot ſet for all aflaies, bonds and 
attlitions, do not unhinge or unſettle him 3 nay, 
like a Paul, none of theſc things move him, AG. 
20. 24. Faith upholds the ſoul, holds the head up 
above water, and keeps a man from ſinking; yea, 
were he caſt into a Sea of troubles, by this bladder 
would he {ſwim to ſhore, being put under him 
by the. everlaſting Arm of Omnipotency, The 
hoping foul Raics himſelf upon the mighty God 
of Zacob, in truth and righteouſneſs 3 and 
though never {o weak a creature in himſelf, and 
ſlubjc& tofall, being ſupported by the ſtrong hand 
of  javincible power, he fiands firm and ſtedfali. 
Like the Spouſe coming out of the wilderneſs, and 
leaning. upon the Arm of her Beloved, he rclts 
himſcltwpon an Almighty Arm, fo as 'tis inti- 
mtely eafier to pluck the ſtrongeſt fabrick off its 
baſis and foundation, than to remove him off his 
hold on God: his only ſixeugth and ſupport 3 fo 
that even the gates of Hell cannot prevail againſi 
him. Indecd the firongeſi faith, and fixmeſt hope 
may be exerciſed with variety of fears, doubts 
and temptations, but ſhall never be finally over- 
come : Perte& love ſhall in the end caſt out tear, 
and this aguiſh and fhaking ſpirit of bondage 
(of which a Chriſtian hath yet alwaies two well 
daics for one ill) at length give place to the mor: 
ſtable fpirit of Adoption. That's the ſecond. 
Thirdly, It's a certain prognoliick and infal- 
I1>le afſurer of mercy and deliverance. The ſou! 
that hopes well, ſhall have well. The only way 
to have a mercy, 1s to believe it. According to 
our 
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our faith, ſo is it to us.” A wavering ſoul muſt 
cxpe& nothing, but a believing foul may expect 
any thing from the Lord. Never did any foul 
pzriſh in a way of bclieving. Hop:, though it 
may. ſometimes meet with a delay, yet it never 
meets with a diſappointment. It's the glory of 
hope, not to make aſhamed, Kom. 5.5. They that 
wait on the Lord, never wait on him for nothing, 
but their expeQ ations are crowned with anſwer- 
able ſucceſſes, I dare challenge all the world to 
give but one infiance of a ſoul that was failed by 
God while. he truſted in him. All chat depart 
trom him ſhall periſh,and that turn alide to crook- 
d waics, be led forth with the workeis of iniqui- 
ty, but it's good to hold faſt to God. The end 
of faith, is ſalvation, 1 Pet. 1. 5, Such as truſt in 
God may be reli ſometimes indeed, but ſhall 
ncver be Icft deſolate. They may be fomctime dil- 
appointed, but never wholly d«fiitute. The Pfal- 
mit having ated his faith and hope in God, con- 
fidently demands and challenges deliverance, wilt 
not thou O God — give us help from trouble ? 
Pſal 198. 12, Hope prelages mercy a coming, It 
laiesa man under the Promiſe, and confirms his 
right and title to it. Now as a man, though he 
hath little in ready caſh, yct if a great dcal in 
hills and bonds, 1s rich and wealihy : So the 
Chriſtian, though he hath never fo little in hand, 
yet having all in hope and reverſion, 1s 16 ally blet- 
{:d and happy. The Promiſe runs, He tht be- 
lieves ſhall not be aſhamed. And therefore it's ve- 
ry obſervable, that the Church in her petitions to 
God, begs for mercy proportionable to her hope, 
Pal. 33-22, Lt thy mercy (O Lord) be upon Ws, 
according, 


EY NN p COW " OWL "= 
7 : U : = . by 
4 3 ad 


Wa 
Fe 
[4 . 
4 Ee 
ed 
+» 
: 
f 


_ Godly Pillar of Help. 


according as we hope in thee. Hope prepares the 
ſoul for deliverance. Whatſoever is received, is 
received according to the capacity of the receiver, 
Now hope enlargeth the heart, biggens and ſwells 
the delires, dilates and expatiates all the affeRi- 
ons, that the ſoul is no longer a narrow-neck'd 
veſſel,» which cannot receive the full infuſions of 
mercy, but opens its mouth wide, fo as God fills 
it, Whatſoever ye ask belicving, ye ſhall cer- 
tainly receive. They who txavel with a big ex- 
pectation, commonly are dchvered of a double 
blcfiing, 

And finally, hope laies hold on Gods ſtrength, 
and engages him to fave and deliver, evcn becaule 
the foul truſts in him. So that the ſtate of a Be- 
lever, though never ſo {ad and diſconſvlate, yet 
Is never deſperate, but while he lives he may hope; 
yea, he lives, becauſe hedoth hope. For we are 
ſaved by hope, faith the Apoltle. The finner in- 
deed may have a ſeemingly hopeful beginning, 
but he is ſure to meet with an hopeleſs, as well 
as to make a graceleſs end. His hope 1s like the 
Spiders web, when the b-fome of death comes to 
give him tus tatal {weep, down goes his hope and 

imſclt cogether fo Hells botrom. But the godly 
hath hope iu his end, ſcr. 31. 17. Though what he 
hopes tor may be long a coming, yet long-lookt 
for ſhall come at lafi, and be doubly welcome. 
The greater the travel, and forer the labour, the 
fairer and fironger the birth. And the longer the 
fruit of mercy hangs on the Promiſe, the fuller 
and ſweeter ſhall it be, when it comes once to 
fall into his lap, anddrop into his mouth. The 
ptoſperous gales of faith and hope ſhall fend ow 
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the ſhip of his ſoul richly laden at laſt fo the ſhore 
of Heaven, where he ſhall haveatalHaticty of that 
happineſs of which he had here but a ſlender re- 
palt z and be inebriated with thoſe rivers of plea- 
ſure that bubble up from the well head of eter- - 
nity, whereof here he had a more imperfect talte, 
and of whoſe ſweetneſs and fulne(s he was a long- 
ing and Janguiſhing expeRtant. To conclude with 
David, (with whom we began) he ſhall then be- 
hold Gods face in righteouſneſs, and be ( abun- 
_—_ and eternally ) fatisfied with | his Iike- 
nels. 

And ſo muchfor the opening the leaves of the 
Text in its feveral doQrinal conclutions, Now 
what remains but to come and -ſ{ce, and talte the 
fruit of this happineſs, in its proper and particu- 
lar branches of Application. And the Text is not 
a barren and dry Tree, but like the Trice of lite, 
braring all manner of fruit; yea, its leaves good 
for the healing of ſouls. Though we mult but 
top the outmoſt branches, ipſa anal: &a ſunt pre- 
tzoſa, the filings of this gold are precious. And 
in the firlt place, by way of Inference, we may 
deduce from the conſideration of the promiſed 
Traths, theſe three Corolaries. 

Firſt, It preſents us with the different cha- 
racter and tranſcendent priviledge of the godly 
above all the world belides. Here's a diſcovery, 

Firſt, Of their different frame, temper and dil- 
polition of ſpirit. They have not received the ſpi- 
rit of the world, but are men of another ſpirit j 
they hope in the Lord their God. As for the un- 
godly, it is not ſo > they are men without hope, 
either as *tis/a mercy, or a duty ; they have no 
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God tohope in, neither do they hope in the God 
they pretend to have. They truſt in their wealth, 
and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their un- 
certain riches, inſtead of truſting in the alſufficient 
and Ever-living God : When they increaſe, and 

he grows full-handed, he ſets his heart on them, 

As 1n a day of fulneſs, he blefſeth himſelf in them, 

inſtead of the God of Truth , rejoycing in the 

ficſh of his own arm, and concluding he hath 
gotten his wealth by his own hand and power : 

fo ina day of want andemptineſs he placeth all 
his ſtcength and corufigence in them : He goes not 
to God, but creatures, for his help; not to the 
Lord, but to the Phylitians, it he be flick 3 not to 
the ſiore-houſe of divine Promiſes, but to the 
bag and granary, it he be in want; not to the 
ercat and fovcraign Creator, but to his fellow- 
creatures, fricnds, relations, acquaintance, when 
once he -comes to be forſaken; He leans on his 
houſe as the prop of his (ccurity. As in time of 
proſperity he ofters facritice to creature-cnjoy- 
ments, ſaying, Theſe are the gods that have gone 
before us : {o in time of atfliqion he bows down to 
them, and docs them homage, crying out, Arifc 
and fave us. Is he under trouble of conſcience, it 
may be, with Cain, he goes to his muſick, his 
ſports and recreations, hup'ng to dill the obſtre- 
perous noiſc of his own conſcience in the croud 
of outward enjoyments, or to {mother its cla- 

morous voice 1n the tumult of his own diforder- 

ed affections. In tume of outward perplexity, he 

flies to means, inltruments, and ſecond gaules, it 

may be to unlawtul and indire& courſes, as Saul 

to a Witch, and Fud to a rope 3 becaule there is 

not 
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not a God in Iſrael, he goes to Baalzebub the God 
of Ekron. Aſhur (he faics) ſhall fave us, and 
we will go down to Egypt , and ride on horſes. 
Like thole deſperate and diftraded wretches, 
Iſa. 8. 19, — 21. They went to their Arts of Ne- 
cromancy,inticad of the Living God, to Wizzards, 
Peepers, Mutterers, an4 ſuch as had familiar (pi- 
rits : And being hardly beſted and hungry, tretted 
themſclves, and curſed their King, and their God, 
and lookt upward ;: Whea reduced to a ſtate of 
neceflity or dittreſs, they grew ſo impatient, that 
Ike men 11 a phrenfie, or in ſhipwrack, or people 
ſtarved in a ſiege, or a woman in. the fore pangs 
of her travel, they make hideous out-crics, and - 
in this forlorn, diſtreſſed, and ditiracted condi- 
tion, axe like people deſperate, and at their wits 
ends, knowing not whither to run, or what to 
do, or what courle in the- world totake, and in- 
{tead of an holy filence, and gracious poſlcfſion of 
their ſouls in patience under the load of their at- 
fictions, like a boiling-pot, they ſend forth no- 
thing but ſcum and filth 3 ora burning mountain, 
evaporate continually . the flames of their paſſion, 
and flaſhes of their indignation, in curled and 
dircful blaſphemies both againſt God and inſtru- 
ments, Heaven and Earth together. So deſperate 
a Cale 15 every wicked man in in a diſtreſſed con- 
dition, And when' death once comes and looks, 
him in the face, then either he pleaſes himlcli 
with a falſe hope, and blind preſumption, which 
ends in dcath, fqund«d on Gods mercy, Chrilts 
ſufferings, common grace, outward calling and 
proteſhon, immunity from ſome groſs lins, per- 
tormance of {ome cxtcrnal duties of the fixft or 
ſecond 
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© frond Table, or ſome ſuch like grounds (all too 


rotten a1:d ſandy a foundation to build the freſs 
of an immortal foul on for cternity) or<lfe he be- 


"comes deſperate and hopeleſs. This 15 the genuine 
© temper of every ungodly perſon, But now on 


the contrary, what 1s the genius of a true Chri- 
ſhan? He truſis and hopes in God, and in Ged 
alone. God is his ſong and his ſalvation, Iſa. 12.2. 
He truſts in Gods mercy, and his heart rcjoyceth 


 infhis falvation, Pſal. 13. 5. In a good day,when 


he receives molt from God, he attributes and 
aſcribes moſt, nay all to him. The hand of our 
Gad/is upon us for good. Thou halt given me 
power to get wealth = Yea, when he enjoyes 
moſt of God, he' fill depends moſt on God : 
when he is ſurrounded with creature-comtforts, 
and compaſſed with outward mercies even on 
every fide, Gods Candle ſhines on his Tabernacle, 
his' Mountain made moft firong, the lines fallen 
tohim 1n pleaſant places, he waſheth his garments 
in'Wine, and his cloaths in the blood of Grapes, 
yet he looks over and aboyeall creatures as intig- 
mficant cyphers, empty cyſterns, inſufficient ſup- 
ports and comforts, to the Rock of. Facob, and 
hope of Hrael, truſting and confiding in him alone 
in his utmoſt weal, as well as m his greateſt want 
and woe, which 1s the moſt high, generous, and 
refined ad of faith. Thus we finde holy David, 
when he had taken a ſurvey of the grafpings, 
gripings, and. hoardings of the factors of this 
world, and of all their heaps and banks, he turns 
from them with an holy ſcorn, or rather zealous 
indignation, inthedue afcent of his heart to God, 
and anhclations after him, Pſal. 39. 7, And now 
Lora, 
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Lord, what wait T for 7 my hope is in thee, And 
lo in an evil day, a day of adverlity, when, though: 
a child of Iight, he walks in darkneſs, God follows 
him with breach upon breach, all his waves com- 
pals hum, and his billows goover his ſoul; while 
his arrows (lick falt in his flcth, and his hand pref- 
{th humvery fore; while he ſows fackcloth' on 
his skin, and dcfiles his horn 1n the duſt : When 
all the ſongs of Sion are at an end, and he hath 
none but the {ad and mournful ditties left him of 
lamentation and woe; the joy of his heart is 
ccalcd, and he weeps fore in the night, and hath 
none to comfort him; ail his mercies, yea and 
his hopes arc gone too, and periſhed from the 
Lord, and for peacc he hath great bitterneſs ;, yet 
then he mounts up (as on Eagles wings) by fidu- 
cial acts to Heaven, and faith, Lord, though 1 
know not what todo, yct mine eyes are towards 
thee. He fill remembers the years of the right 
hand of the moſt High, He may meet with. dis 
ltrels, but never fall mto. diltraction;; perplexity, 
but not paſſion or. perturbations. Though he be 
troubled on every fide, yet' he is not diſtreſſed, 
though perplexed, yet not in defpair, though per- 
{ccuted, yet not forſaken, though caſt down, yet 
not deſtroyed; as the Apoſtle trumphs, 2 Cor. 
; + 8. -— He may be at his wits' end, but never at 
; Fs faiths end. Though his faith wants wings to 
2 Mfle, yet it hath a foot to go, or at lealt a knee to 
2 Ireep. - He yet dwells in the ſecret of the moſt 


: High: though he hath no corner to lay his head 
: in here: below, he caſts /his burden upon the 


| Lord, when he findes his own ſhoulders too-weak 
> Ito bearunder it, and commits his way: to him, 
to 
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to bring it for him to paſs, when ſo dark and in- 
fxicate as he cannot finde the leaſt path out of it : 
He caſts his care on him, who taketh care tor 
hin. That's the firſt. 

Secondly, And as this gives us an account of 
the different temper, fo likewiſe of the different 
happineſs of the Saints above all the world be- 
lides. He not only hopes in the Lord, but hath 
the God of 7 acob for his help. While we ſtand 
on the turret of this comfortable docrine, and 
fake a Pſeah-view of the godly's felicity, we may 
cry out of them, as Baalam ſtanding upon Mount 
Peor once did of Iſrael. How goodly are thy Tents, 
Q Facob, and thy Tabernacles,” O Iſrael! O thrice 
| happy -and unſpeakably blefſed ſouls that have 
this intereſt in God. Happy are they indeed, who 
are in ſuch a caſe. There are four choice privi- 
ledges which flow from-the ſouls interclt in God, 
each whereof is an Herauld to proclaim: to all 
theaworld his felicity. 

. Firſt, holy peace and ſerenity, tranquillity, ac- 
quieſcence and ſatisfaction. I will lay me dow in 
peace, and ſleep, becauſe#bou (O Lord) only keepeſt 
me in ſafety. There may be. trouble and turmoil 
abroad, but alwaics peace at home 3 ſtorms with- 
out, but a calm within. The peace of God is the 
Cariſtians Life-guard. In the world they may have 
tribulation; but in kim they (have peace, John 16. 
ults — 64 . 

Secondly,:; A grounded certainty as to enjoy- 
ments; for God never diſappoints them who 
truſt in him, The mercics- he gives his People, 
(though flow in coming) are ſuxe mexcits The 
ſure merczes of David, - The Coyenant he _ 

mad: 


nd 


The Godly Pillar of Help. © 


made is everlaſting and ſure. The promiſe both 

of Spirituals and T<mporals being of Faith is ſure 

to the feed, Rowe 4. 16. .It was part of Moſes 

bleſſing, Deut. 33. 28. Iſrael ſhall dwell in ſafety 

alone, the fountain of Jacob ſhall be on a Land of 

on and Wine : alſo bis Heavens ſhall drop 'down 
ww. 

Thirdly, An undoubted ſecurity. As certainty 
of mercics, fo ſecurity from evils and miſchiets is 
their portion. They are ſecure from Treachery at 
home, for no fear of Apoltacy to him who hath 
God as his Help : He ſhall overcome, and be made 
2 Pillar in che Houſe of his God, Revel. 3. 12. 
And ſecure from Forcign Violence. For if God be 
on his fide, who dare engage on the contrary? 
He may fing with David in that heavenly Can- * 
ticle of his, The Lord is my light, and ſalvation , 
whom ſhall I fear ? I will not fear what man can 
do unto me, No, not of ten thouſand which baye 
round beſet me. God is a ſure defence to his pu 
ple; Benjamin the beloved of the Lord ſhall awell 
between bis ſhoulders, Deut. 33. 12. The Enemy 
may thruſt fore at him (as a man againlt an Houſe 
lide ) but the Lord helps him , Pſal. 118. 13. 
Gods prote&ion is a Pillar to ſhore him/up un- 
der every blaſt of.the adverſary to overturn him. 
A Saint being inchanted (as I may fo ſpeak) with 
the Name of the God of Facob, is ſhot-free, ſecure 
from gun-ſhot , out of the reach of all dangers, 
enenues, evils, and afflitions whatever. 

Fourthly , Supply or ſufficiency , Prov. 28. 5. 
He that trufteth in the Lord , fball be made fat. 
He that hath God, hath all in him engaged for 
his good. Son, I am thine, and all I baye'# thine; 

M faith 
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The Godly Pillar of Help, 
ficth Cod to his Children. What power, wiſdom, 
mercy, or ai:y cther excellency 15 in God, 1s 
aQive tor his peoples good 3 yea «ll Creatures in I +: 
Heaven nd Fkarth, are at their command and F 
{ervice. And we may well cloſe this Uſe with 
that of Bernard, $i Deus tam bonus querentii us, 
quam lonus fruentibus ? It God be lo good to hi 
thum that row fſeck him, what 1s he to them that hi 
finde him ? It ſo ſweet to Hope, what to Fruition ? 
This conſideration ſhould make us cry out with 
Auſtin, Feciſti nos Domine, ad te, & non rYequie- 
tum eft cir u'jtrum , donec requieſcat in te. Lord, ha 
Thou haſt made us tor thy (c]t, and our hearts gan 
never rſt 1]] we come to reſt in the full enjuyment I cx 
of thee. 


: | no 
Now becauſe this Happincſs of the Saints Ja 
ſtands in con:radi'tiu.Gion, or rather jn contra- a 


EY diction to the inteclicity of ſinners z As the dodtrin 
: puts a Cup i Coifolition into. the hand. of the 
godly, {oof Trcmbling into the hands of the wic- 
kd; beſpeaks by way of terror, and convinceth 
of the ſad miſcry, and grand unhappine(s of all 
that want, and are ſtrangers toan Interclt in God, 
In a good day thcy have no ground of comfort, 
and in an evil, no afſurance of help. That's. the 

fecond pradiical Inference. 
- Ii they be happy who have this title to God, 
, and bleſſed , certainly they muſt needs be curſcd 
and milcrable that are without jt, unkf6 they had 
any thing equivalent with it, which is impoſlible, 
O fad and dreadful condition, to bz at once both 
hop:Jeſs and hcelplcſs: This 1s the utmoſt aggra- 
vation of uyhappincls, the d«ſperate condition of 
the Devils and damned jn Hell. Such as are with- 
= out 
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out God, are without hope, yea without both 
hop? and help. And ſhould a tnan ſpeak a_thou-' 
land words, he could not more fully expreſs the 
diſmal complexion of any ftate, than is done in 
this one, To be hopeleſs. a, 

The wicked have no Heaven hereafter, no 
hupe here An 'ungodly' man may run and read 
© I his condition 1n the gla(s of this point, who hath 
no God to go to, he hath not the leaft ground or 
colour of hope, but continually occaſion of fear; 
and perp?tual cauſe of terror. He hath no juſt 
hope m the day of Mercy, and that's (ad enough, 

much leſs in the day of miſery, and that's worſe. 
His defence is departed from him, the Lord being 
not with him, and he is bread for the'teeth of 
every Judgement, as Foſhua told! thern of the Na- 
tons they were to invade, Numb, 14, 9. In the 
" Wday of abounding of all Creature-comtorts, a car- 
nal man can have no content or fatisfi&ion : One 
thought of his diſtance from God will fufficiently 
imbitres all his Cups of pleaſure, fo-as they ſhall 
be no other than waters of Marab to him. Under 

the tydes of cxtcrnal Joy his heart is! forrowtull, 

and his brighteſt Sun of outward*felicity-hath (ad 

x Wrctictions, eſpecially f the Clock of Conſcience 

inſwersthe- Diall of the Word, and am'dit his 

d, Iight riſech to him thick darknels, or gathers upon 

him. His heart is black as an Oven within, while 

he Corn , Wine and Oyle,. makes this face ſhine 

1thout, * As a Childe of God often carrics the 

ght of a rejoycing Soul in the dark Lanthorn 

»t a foiled and withered face, fo do's the ſinner 

fr diſguiſe a fad heart with a cheerfall and (mi- 

ing countenance. Neither can he expect any ſuc- 
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out wm the day of aiflicion. As fear of lofing eats 

all his comtort and content in enjoying , {0 
forke1ture of title makes his loſt Soul eternally 
deſpair of a r.covery and repoſſeſſion. I wonder 
on what acquaintance the ſinner can challenge any 
intereſt, or pretend to any hope in God, or whit 
poſlible ſhould be the ground-work and founda- 
tion of his profeſſed , but miſtaken confidence ? 
He may buwi'd Caltles in the Air, and make to him- 
ſelf a retuge of hes, plcafe himfſelt with conceits 
and fancies ct ſuppolcd 3nd; imaginary happinels, 
but they will prove meer dclutions in the end, 
As his conhd+nce 1s a lie 1 the foundation, fo it 
will bein the event, Iſa, 28. Gods wrath 1s all 
this time ſmoaking again him, and will break 
torth in fiery flames of indignation, while he pro- 
miſc th himſelf peace in the walks of the imagr- 
nation of his own heart, Deut. 29. 39. It God 
once forſakes hum, all the world cannot help or 
relieve him; Neither any ofthe Perſons, nor all 
the things of the World, can give him comfort, 
It the Loxd helps not, who can help ? The world 


uſually deceives her Contidents, The Rock dffÞ 


Worldlings 35 not as the Rock of Believers: Car- 
nal confidences in the 1ſſye, render aſhamed, God 
hath blown upon them with his curſe. Thou ſs 
be aſhamed of Egypt, as thou waſt of Aſſy 
faith God to bis people, fer. 2. 36. Our Father 
iherited lies, vanity and things wherein there i 
220 profit, Jer. 16.19, The very houſes of Achil 
ſt al be a lie ts the King of Aﬀyzia , Mic. 1. 14. / 
wicked man hath no hope, and all che help 


hath, will prove but a vain and deceitfull h«Ip 


Thee 


his 


The Godly Pillar of Help. 


There 1s a weaknes and infirmity, an uncertain+ 
if ty and inftability, an unfaithtulnels and incon- 
; 8 fancy, a vanity and vexation attends all Crea- 
r | cures. They are crackt Cifterns, Fer, 2.13. Lying 
1 IN vauitics, Fonab 2. empty duggs, and dry brealts; 
t I failing Brooks, Egyptian reeds, which do not only 
- Wil but perce. God hath pat a periſhing nature 
2 Minto all cxeated fupports and luthciencies , and 
\. Mover and above curſed ſuch as make- f:lh' their 
is Farm, Mem of low degree are vanity, 'and of high de- 
&, Mgree 4 lie, may promite much, but perform little 
d, Mor nothing , like the Indian Tree, the Leaves of 
theix protciſions are as big as a Target, but the 
Fruit of their actions as {mall as a Bean. They are 
broken ſtaves, deceitfull bowcs z the portion of Ja- 
ob 4 #0t like them, Jerem. 10. 15, 46. Take the 
hoiceſlt of created helps, and a man cannot pro- 
iſe himſelf any ſafety in them , or help. from 
hem. Friends and Relations may fail, Eltates 
ad Poſſeſſions may tail, health and firength, com- 
Worts and accommodations, favour and friendthip, 
pplycs and afliftances may and will fail; yea, 
Lings and Princes may ani have failed their de- 
ndants. It's better to trait in the Lord than in 
rinces, Plal. 118. 8, 9. Multa cadunt inter Cali- 
# —— Mcthinks I ice every wicked man brmg- 
Ws ( as once a Noble and Learned pcrfon was) 
his finall execution with thoſe (as his laſt dy- 
Ws words 1n his mouth, ſpoken in the bitterneſs 
ais Soal ) Put wot your truſt in Princes, nor the 
a: of Man , in whom there is no belp ! What a 
$4 diſappointment did that Noble and worthy 
offer! meet with , who thought he had aſſurance 
J 115 Princefſes favour, only by the intervening 
M 3 miſcar- 
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miſcarriage 'of a treacherous perſon ? What ſaid 
that great Cardinal when under Attainder, and 
given up into his Enemies hand as a ſacrifice, } 
I had but taken that care to bave pleaſed my God, 
which 1 brave done to ſcrve my Prince, he would 
wot have left me now in mine old age, The World 
deals with her familiars and favourites as great 
men wich their ſervants, keeping them, while 
young ,: healthy and able , but turning them off 
when they grow old, inhrm and unſerviceable, 
All meet Creatures will fail, external priviledges, 
high profeflion ( it's not -F acobs profeſſion, but 
his God that is his help ) choice parts, common 
graces, and uſefull g;tts, great cuntidences, yea, 
mans ficſh and heart will fail. Wit and: wealth 
willnot help in the day of preſent trouble or cter- 
nal wrath : Gold and Silver will not dehver then 
Lo this # the max ( proclaimed he ſtands to all the 
world ) that mage net God his truſt, Plal 52.7 
Aids and allies cannot help, Who can ftand before 
much leſs againſt Ommipot. ncy ? What Feryſ; 
lem complains of under her Captivity will bf 
ſooner or later the ſenſe and expreſſion too of a 
chat truſt m any thing on this ſide God the gre: 
Fehovah, and ftay ſhort of Heaven, Lam. 4. 17. 
for-us,, our eyes as yet failed for our vain velp. | 
dur watching we bave watched for a Nation th 
could uot ſave 19, What Sexacberibtold Hezeki 
upon this accompt will prove moſt true, 2 Kin 
18, 21. Now, behold, thou truſteſt upon the taffe 
this bruiſed reed, even upon Egypt, on which if 
»an lean, at will goe into bis hand, and pieces 
fo is Pharaoh King of Epypt to all that truft i 
him. We may cry to theſe Idols, but they cannd 
| anſw 
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id | anſwcr nor ſave us out of our trouble. Iſ.46.7.Th. y 
1d | were all aſhamed ( laith the Prophet) of a people th. 
KN could not profit them, nor be an h-lp,, Ila. 30. 5. 
d, | Let a privat- diltrels, a publick calamity come, a 
114 >woid, a Plag::e, a Famine, a Fire, Creatures can» 
14 not help 3 how much leſs when death and dams 
-at nation comes to ſ.ize on the poor undone tinner ? 
ile What will they do in the day of that cheir Viſti- 
of fl tation, in the defolation which comcs trom tarr, 
We. 10 whom will ye fle for help, and where will ye 
es {ave your glory, as the Prophet ſpeaks, If. 10. 3. 
bull © the dreadfull and defperate cal ot eycry poor 
on finner, to be left thus without help and hupe! 
1, af O" that careleſs and pr. ſumptuous tinners that 
chil now forget God , would a liitle turn ate and 
cr {Ee this fad and rucfull (p:&acle! Didſt thou 
nl 2cver fee CO man )) a poor condemn. d M.lc- 
<A tactor, when receiving his Sentence, wet ping, 
wailing, and lamentmg , wiinging his haads , 
furrowing his cheeks with tears, down o!1 his 
bended knzes tor mercy ? didit thou never behold 
him haling to his place of Exccution , roaring 
and yelling with the hidco us thoughts of death 
and damnation ? Sinner, this 1s t.y caſe, or will 
be ſhortly. Thou muſt be ſentenced bifore Gods 
moſt righteous Tribunall, and there adjudged for 
Treaſon and Rebellion againſt the God oft Hea- 
ven; and what will the Hypocrite do in the day 
that God comes to take away his Soul ? Job 27. 8, 
The expe<&ation of the wicked ſhall thea periſh. 
Thou lookedfi for life, but b:hold death, a blefling 
but meetelt with a curſe, tor mercy but art ſent 
away wath a portion of remedile(s , eaſclefs, and 
endleſs miſery. Now while life laſteth, it may be, 
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becauſe ye have no changes, ye fear not God z but 
when God comes by his Providence to ring the 
changes as to thy temporal lite, and plucks thee 
off the ſtage of the World, O what adiſmal hour, 
what a ſad Cataſtrophe will then attend thee ! 
The hope of the Hypcerite is as the giving up of the 
Ghoſt, Job 11. 20. It may hold as long as his life 
continues, but at the utmoft it ſhall expire with 
his breath. Then this bubble will fall , and the 
bladder of his vain hope ( though ſwell'd with 
windy conceits to never {o great a proportion ) 
being pricked by the Lance of death ſhall evapo- 
rate mto air, winde, and confuſion. , The Hypo- 
crites condition 1s now uncertaiu, he fiands on a 
Quag-mire, every moment ready to drop into 
Hell. When he rifcs in the morning he hath no 
ſccurity of being out of Hell till night , or lies 
down at evening, 1s at no certainty of immunity 
from divine wrath and vengeance while morning, 
But though he goes quietly to the grave when he 
dies, not only his priviledges, prayers, comforts, 
means, friends, but even all his hopes too, vaniſh 
and die with him. Prov. 11.7. The hope of the 
hypocrite ſhall periſh. In that great day of Gods 
anger, he will be as a man in a rain without a 
ſhelter, as a Souldier in a battc]] without Armour, 
as a Ship at Sea in a furious ſtorm without An- 
chor , he ſhall not be able to fiand. Wretched 
Sinner, Thou mayſt run and read the ſadneſs of 
thy condition in thy  Predeceffors, Saul, Eſau, 
and Fudas, and other Reprobates, and ſce what 
diſmal Tragedics they ated under their terrors of 
Conſcience, and deſperations of Spirit. Ina word, 
( to' turn from this dolefull knell ) none mw 
what 
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hat *cis to want an intereſt in God, but an. 
wakened conſcicnce on Earth, or a damned wight 
n Hell, All the hope a carnal wretch hath in 
his world, 1s only that he 15 on this ſide Hell. 
Thirdly, This preſents us with che excellency 
þf God above all creatures, men and Angels. He 
5 that blefſed object alone who can make the ſoul 
appy 3 and thercfore the Pſalmiſt here gives him 
he prelation and preheminence above whatſoever 
5s mortal and mutablez and ſhould we take a 
ri& examination of all creatures in Heaven oy 
arth without God, this ſummum bonum , they 
ould not by their united force, and utmoli in- 
luence, beſpeak or make the ſoul happy. The 
lepth would fay, ic is not in me 3 and the Sea, it 
5 not in me— All creatures would be found mi- 
crable comforters, Phyſicians of no value. Thave 
en an end ((aith David) of all perfefiion, The 
otal of all creatures in their natures improved and 
dvanced, and their quinteſſence'extra&ted and 
chned, amounts but to this, Vanity of vanities, 
Zut in God there is enough to make the foul un- 
peakably and eternally blefſed. There is in him 
ſuthciency to ſupply all the wants, and anſwer 
ll the demands ang cravings of the ſoul of man. 
1 his preſence is fulneſs of joy. He can ſupport their 
carts when weakeſt, and ſupply them when 
mptieſt ; he can remove whatſoever threatneth 
he ſouls defiruRtion, and confer whatever tends 
o its, perfetion. It was Davids conclution of 
aith, when the Lord was his Shepherd, that he 
hould never want. God is a comprehenfive good, 
ontaining all that vertue and influence eminent- 
y an hj which is in the creatures realy, 
| Y 
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He can fill the foul, and yet never cloy it 3 give it 
a fulneſs, and yet no burden, The world delight; 
nothing but jn change and variety. - The moſi 
choice mcats, if common, prove nauſeous; and 
delightful muſicks, if conſtant, tedious and bur- 
thenſome. But in unico Deo, is all the heart can 
defire or wiſh, and the conſtant enjoyment of hin 
15 Heaven to the ſoul, without any the leaſt glut 
or diſreliſh. There is a ſuitability in him to the 
ſouls of his People. He is the centre of all their 
defites. And the degree of their fatisfaRtion 
ariſeth as from the degree of their union with 
him, ſo the degree of his proportion to them, 
He 1s an adcquate and ante good to tit 
deſires and hopes of a gracious foul. There is an 
exaQX agreement between his ſweetneſs, and the 
ſouls taſte, which creates a moſt ſavoury reliſh 0 
him in the fouls palate. God alone being the 
higheſt obje& of faith, is the greateſt ground of 
joy and fatsfaQion. And ſuch a ſuitablenels is 
in him to the ſoul, that it defires nothing like, 
nothing but himſelf. Heaven jt felt would be 
but Hell without him. The Kings preſence is that 
makes the Court. A Saint is more pleaſed with 
che enjoyment of God, than of Heaven, glory, (al- 
vation it (clf. Heis his Peoples ſalvation, As no 
ſacritices content God which his People offer 
| lim without the oblation of th:mſelves; fo no- 
thing of all his donations delights his People with- 
out he beſtows himftlf as a Legacy upon them 
And then his Eternity in his being, and fidelity in 
his Promulſes is a great aggravation of his Peoples 
happinc(s, as well as his own excellency. It's the 
ryain ſcope of the Plalmiſt in theſe verſes to rc- 
& commend 
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commend God to us, and repreſent him as a fit 
obje& of our faith, ahd aſſured ground of our blct- 
ſedneſs from his truth and faithfulneſs, Crea- 
tures, as they are all unſatisfying, like drink in a 
dropſie, that is ſo far from quenching our thirli, 
that it rather enflames it 3 ſo likewiſe deceitful, 
hike Abſolonis Mule running from under us, when 
we have moſt need of their ſtay, and Halcyon- 
birds that abide with us in Summer, but when 
Winter once comes, are upon the wing,and gone. 
But God is the faithful and living God, whoſe 
truth never fails, mind never changes, good will 
never abatcs towards his Pcople. y may change 
his outward diſpenſations, but not his inward diſ- 
poſition, Non deſerit, etiamſi deſercre videatur ; 
We may loſe our viſion of, and influence from 
him, but never our union and communion with 
him. He may for a time deſert us, when we ex- 
travagate from him, but will never utterly dif- 
inherit us, and caſt us out of his favour and pro- 
tection; but though for a moment he for- 
fakes, with everlaſting kindneſs he remembe:s 
us. 
Fourthly, This teacheth us the folly and danger 
of all 'oppoſfitions againſt, and oppreſſions of the 
People of God. If God be their help, who ſhall be 
their deſtroyer, or dare bz their oppoſer ? And yet 
ſuch is the madneſs and phrenſic of the world, as 
they will venture to ſet themſelves againſt thoſe 
God hath ſet himſelffor. The wicked have ſhamed 
the counſel of the poor, becauſe the Lord is his re- 
fuge. They know what to do wcll enough with 
him for all that, they are reſolved to perſecute 
him, let him Gaye and deliver him, "May at's 
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be (ſaith David) which ſay of my ſoul, there is. no 
belp for bim in bu God, Plal.3. 2, 3. Theſc in theur 
triumphant bravado's, and flouriſhing vapours are 
their vain and curſed concluſions; I will purſue, 
I will overtake, that's their deſperate reſolution, 
The world is reſolved to hate thoſe God loves, 
and perſecute them God hath undertaken to pro- 
tet. They will kick againſt the pricks, and 
though they cannot reach the ane 1 ( Chriſt, 
whoſe Image the Saints do but repreſent ) yet Pay» 
ther-hike in their rage, they will tear the pifture : 
Either by ſecret fraud they are conſulting againſt 
Gods hidden ones, to undermine them, or by 
open violence endeavouring tv overthrow them. 
But ſuch is the Saints ſtability in God, that the 
very gatcs of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt 
them. They are as Mount S1on that cannot be 
moved. They do but throw ſtones againſt the 
wind, 50 about to pluck the Sun out of Heaven 
(as thoſe Barbarow Nations, who when ſcorched 
by the heat of it, endeavour with their arrows to 
ſhoot at it.) There is no enchantment againſt F#- 
60b, nor divination againſt Iſrael, ſaith Baalam 
himſelf a Wizzard, Numb. 23. And God hath ſet 
a #oli me tangere about his People, Pſal. 1926. 15. 
Yea promiſed, that #o weapon formed againſt them 

ſhall proſper. God will turn thole weapons againſt 
themſelves, and cauſe all their arrows to return 
on their own heads. God will be: an enemy to 
his Peoples enemies, and bring ruin on all the 
Churches oppreſlors, It's Solomon's counlcl not 
to opprefs the poor, becauſe his Redeemer 1s 
mighty. The Moſt High regards it, and will re- 
ward 1t too, and relieve them under it. For the 
oppreſſion 


oppreſſion of his-poor and needy he willalſo ariſe, 
and ſet hum in ſafety from him that puffech at him, 
Pſa. 12.5.' God js his Peoples ſecond, and ſtands 
at their back ; he will uphold Facob, though a 
Worm; he hath undertaken their defence, and 
will vindicate their cauſe. They therefore have 
no <auſc to fear, or their enemies to triumph. 
God ftarids Sentinel over them, never flumbers 
or ſleeps, and they may ſleep {ecurely, while he 
awakes; as that great Commander did when his 
Captain was watching the enemies motion. Da- 
vid will never flie, or runfor't, as long as he hath 
God tor his ſhicld, Pſal. 11. 1. In the Lord (faith 
he) put Iwy truft : bow ſay ye to my ſoul, fly as 
4 Bird to your Mountain ? And neither have theig 
enemies any ground of confidence. Would not 
you think that man worle than mad, whom you 
bencl: Gtring his ſhoulders againſt a ſtrong and 
well-buzlt houſe, thinking to overturn it of its 
foundation, or againſt an impregnable Rock, en: 
dceavouring to remove it from its place? Such 
and infinitely fax worſe is their vanity, who ſet 
themſclves againſt the Lord and his Anojnted, 
None ever yet (ect himfelf againft the Almigh- 
ty, or ſhall ever do, but will be fure to have 
the warli 'of it. God faies, Zach. 12. 3- He will 
make Feruſalem a burthenſome ſtone for all people : 
al that burden themſelves with it, ſhall be cut an 
pieces., Hyerom, tells us, that at the entrance of 
the .gate.of Feruſalem,there lay very great ſiones,by 
the lifting 'whereof men uſcd to try their ſkrength : 
He that could teave them came off without any 
harm, 'but they which attemptcd, and could not 
lite them, were ſorcly bruiſed and battercd, 1t not 

: utterly 
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ufterly {ſpoiled by them. Such will be the iffue 
and (uccus of all wicked mens deſigns and enter- 


prizes againſt Gods People, who have' him+as the I ** 
ſtone of their help, all their powers, policies, at- | 
tempts, and under-ground devices ſhall cotne''to | <* 
nought and contution, their miſchief come ddwn N 
on their own head, and- their violent dealing on I ** 
their own pate yea, all their cont. deracits and hy 
combinations as well as conſpiracies, aud fecrct he 

c 


machinations ſhall be broken in pieces , Iſa. 8. 
9, 10. And as God told the Iſraelites once when | 
leaning on the Egyptians, both he chat helgerth, I? 
and he that 15 holp-n ſhall both fall together, 


Iſa. 31.3. = O that the world would: at length £'® 
learn the wiſdom not to oppoſe God, and fo run ws 
a 


on the pikes of their own inevitable ruin z but 
rather kiſs the Son, leti they periſh in his wrath 
when kindled but a little « And-(which js a con- 
ſequence of this, or rather a juſt inference upon 
it ) let all that pretend: to bear good-will to Sion, 
beware openly or covertly of taking in'againt 
Gods intereſt and cauſe, whatſoever be their dif- 
gulſcs or pretences, Iſt it comes home by them 
in the end. If Meroz was curſed for not helping 
che Lord againſt the mighty, what will be their 
doom,who-dare help the mighty againſt the Lord? 
If good 7eboſaphat had fo ſharp a-reproof. for 
Helping with the ungodly, and thoſe who did not 
fear the'Lord (2 Chron. 19. 2.) They mulit-needs 
not only 'be blamed, but alſo curſed, who will 
venture to aid, abet or afliſt the wicked againli 
thoſe who fear the Lord, and are the objects of 
bis help and protection — And ſo much by way 


of deduction and inference. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, This provokes to examination, If 
they be thus happy who are intercſtcd 11 God, 
and have him as their help and hops, it's worth 
our enquiry , Whether this God be our God, and 
conſequently our help and hope in the day of evil. 
Now, if we would know this our 1atereſt, let 
us take firſt ſame general ſigns of an intereſt in 
him « Second'y, ſome more particular evidences 
or diſcoverics of our making him our hope and 
help. m_ | 

The firſt mark or ſign of an intereſt in God, 1s 
union With him in and through Thrilt. All crea- 
tures ( through the fall) are out of tavour at Hea- 
ven, and there is no coming to God but through 
his Son, He is the way, the truth, and the life. The 
way in which, the truth by which, the life unto 
which the ſoul moves and comes. No man comes 
to the Father, but by him, nor knows the Father, 
but *ris of his revealing. We are far off from 

od by nature, but draw nigh through Chrilts 
blood, that new and living way — If we know 

im, we know alſo the Father. Are our fouls 
nited then to Chriſt by faith ? have we received 
im as our Lord and Saviour, Prince and Priclt, 
0 fave and (anctific, redeem and rule us? are we 
oyned to him by the ſame ſpirit ? does he-dwell 
a our hearts by faith? is he 1n us, and we in him, 
and abides1n us as the hope of our glory ? our in- 
creſt in him is a ſure and infallible evidence of our 
ntereſt in the Father. He is the only Facobs. ladder 
hereby we can climb up to communion with 
he God of Jacob. Ris toot is on Earth, but his 
oP in Heaven. | 

The ſecond is our covenant: obligation to him. 
Tentred 
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Tentred into a covenant with thee faith God, and 


thou becameſt me, Ezek. 16.8. Iſa. 55. 3. There | 
is a mutual covenant between God and his Peoplc: 
as he hath engaged for their ſalvation, fo have / 
they for his ſervice. O Lord, I ame thy Servant i © 
(quoth David) and fo the Church, Micah 4. 5, , 
For all people will walk every one in the name of 4 
his God, and we will walk in the name of the Lordi. 
our God for ever and ever, She gives up her (ct to 4 
God, not only in a way of tingle confidence, but , 
reſolute obedience. The rclations are mutual be- c 
tween God and his People 3 he becomes theirs,and y 
they his. They are betrothed (in the marriage. x 
covenant ) to hum m judgement , righteouſneſs, 
tender mercies, and faithfulneſs, and chey know _ 
the Lord. Art thou then, O foul, brought into 7 
covenant with God? hatt thou broken off that #t 
accurſed league with fin and Satan, by righteoul-ſ , 
neſs, and engaged thy foul ſolemnly to become a Ry 
tawhful (ervant-to him as thy only Liege-Lord , Bhs 
and no other ? Art thou reſolved to fear, love and 
ferve im in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the Go 
daics of chy life, and to glorific him in thy foul ,, .. 
body and fpirit whuch are his? Thy engagement, .. 
for his glory, 1s an hopeful fign of his engagement}ſ,, - 
for thy good. ole: 
\ Thirdly, Intimate acquaintance, and undearedſj - 
communion with him. Abraham had -great in, . 
tereſt in God, and as great acquaintance with himſY,,.. 
We may ſee in Sodomts cafe, how boldly he goes tafſh; 
him. Friendſhip with God breeds an holy famiG 


harity. & Moſes had -1 large ſhare m Gods f1- on 
vour, and God ſpakeo him face to face, and hg;.. 
talked with him again as a man with fus jar utte 
| friend. 


The Godly Pillar of Help. 


friend, * There are (weet communications of couns / 
ſe] between God and a gracious ſoul, Our fellow- 
ſhip 1s, with the Father= I Joh. 1. 3. David was 
a man after Gods own heart, and' had intimate 
'M acquaintance with God, went to him by faith and 
* prayer on all occaſions. It's good for me (Gith 
"Y be ) to draw near to God ,, and one dates communicn 
with him, is worth a thouſand, It was ſaid of 
Charls the great, he' converſed more with God 
than men. ' As all communion is founded in union, 
{o true 'anion difcovers' it ſelf by flowing forth in' 
as of communion.” Now, Chriſtian, what com- 
munion_ maintains thy foul with Gpd in prayer, 
" "private, 'fecret, m meditation, in ptiblick Ordi-' 
*"Y nancts ? 18 it thy 'meat 4d drink, thiy Joy aud rcs, 
= joycing; to work righteouſhels, and Me him in 
MY bis waies? Thou canſt have'no intereſt in God, if 
thou Ifiveſt without him'in the world, nor canft 
© Yall 'hjm 'Father truly, if thou haſt not, or doſt 
not know him. **  ? 
" Fourthly, Sympathy and fellowſhip with him. 
Gods'intexeſt and the fouls are not'tws,; but one 3 
ul, they are like'two Turflkts, if one dies, the other 
never Hves comfortably 'after, but forrowing for 
cn'Vthe toſs of her Mate.” Gods ſenſible of, and well- 
pleaſed with all the good doue to his People, his 
!anguage is, Inaſmuch 'gs ye bave done it to theſe, 
e bave done it to me. '' And his people are affeted 
with, and rejoyce in all the glory is brought to 
him 3 and had rather loſe their comfort, than their 
WGod fhould loſe his honour : They defirc he alone 
"Bſhould be magnified, and are willing to be made 
Fſtirrups for him to riſeby, though be by theig 
utter downfall. And as they are ſatisfied in'cach 
N others 
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others good, {o ſenſible of each others evil. God 
ſympathizech with his P: oples ſutferings 3... all 
their affliiions he is aflitied: And they with his 
affronts and WJuries. The , intereſt of < od, hes 
nearer their hearts than any thing cle. 1n-the 
world.  Thcy count npt their own lives dear, 19 
they may but ſave his honour, and ſo hc be mag- 
mhed 3, though they be reproached, impoveriſh- 
cd, impriſoncd, bamſted, p; r{ccuted, they think 
chemſclves well apaid : What ſympathy haft thou 
with Gods cauſe aud intereſt? doſt thou account 
the glory brought to him, as good done to thee ? 
ang take the injuries he ſuffers as offercd ,to thy 
(#If ? Canſichou wiſh thy ſelfa ſhield tofence oft Fl 1c 
thoſe diſhgnowrs which axe calt on the face of thy |} i; 
oy and cr? Art thou meek as a Lamb uw I X 
thy own cauſe, but fierce, as a Lion in Gods, .2ca- 
laus for the Lord God of Iſrael f how : art thou Ic 
aff;Red when thou heareſt his. holy Name torn Þ (; 
by the black mouths of the wicked, a Bun rn 
tongues :{5t. on fire from Hell? when thou fecli 
his ed his Br fanecs prophaned, 

his People trampled undes foot, his Truth de- 
(piſcd, his Attributes blaſphemed , his Sabbaths 
unhallowed, his Worſhip-polluted ? If thay beci 
in the rclatzon of a Son, {ts wilt not enduxe to 
{cgone ſpit on thy Fathers face; or -an.ingenuous 
Servant , wilt not bear thy Maſters wipng bl m 
bind his back, | . . aft 
- Fifthly, Suitable affetions, Where there is inF be 
texeli 19) Ga, all the affections of the ſoul hav of 
their out-gowes after him,,, Thou halt, Vu 
Firſt, An. high <ficem and valuation of him 
Whom havs Lin Heaugn but thee ? Intereſt raiſcth 
> TE eſtimation 
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| eltzimatjon. 'Fhe Father cſteems his Child, andthe 
| | Husband his Wife, and ſo vice verſ2,above all other, 
S 8 though they be deformed, and others beautiful; 
S if they weak, and others healthful; they rich, and 
© I others poor ; they ignorant, and others learned 
0 IU and knowing, becauſe of their propriety in them. 
, A Saint valucs God above all the world, above all 
- I things viſible or inviſible ; counts all loſs, drofs, 
k IF and dung in compariſon of him. He alone is to 
u I him the Pcarl of true price, Gods People are pre- 
it FF cious to him above all others, and fo is ke to them 
likewiſe. They will part with all for him, pre- 
1 I ferring him betore all, and venture all rather. than 
ff IU loſe their hold of him, or facritice their intereſt 
ly if in him, omnia levia preterquam quod tui carend'ut— 
mw F How tiands their elteem poilcd ? 
a Secondly, Thou hatt an ardent and affectionate 
ou FF love towards him. I will love the Lord my ſtrength, 
10 8 faith holy David, Pſal. 18. 1, Sclt-intercſt makes a 
el man love his own, # hom believing we love, The 
lt applications of faith are alwaics ſcconded with 
cdl the imbraces of love. He that hath God for his 
de-W God, hath had experience of his love in Chriſt, 
thil ſome tattes of his love ſhed abroad in his heart by 
elif the Holy Ghoſt ; and he cannot but love him by 
toll whom he was firſt loved. This love confixains 
ou him, Amor meus Pondus meum— Does mercy love 
bc miſery, and ſhall not miſery love mercy ? beauty 
_ IN afc& deformity, and ſhall not deformity re-affet 
10Y beaaty ? glory ſhine on duſt, and they not retlec+ 
1aVV on glory ? Nimis durts animus , quietſi amorem on 
vult impendere, tamen non vult rependere. Bernard. 
1my No ſoul ſo ugworthy, as not to return love for 
(etl love. 
N 2 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Thou haſt an earneſt defirc and long- 
ing after him. How docs the young heir (having 
intereft) in his minority, long for the time when 
he ſhall be aRtually inveſted 1n his«fiate and 1n- 
heritance * O how dors the gracious ſoul pant 
and breathe, and hunger and thirſt, look and long 
for God ! Never did the hungry man more de- 
fire bread, the hydroptical drink, the barren wil- 
derneſs rain, the thirſty traveller water, the pur- 
ſacd Hart the water-brooks, the longing woman 
the hour of her delivery, than it doth the pre- 
ſence and enjoyment of God. All my deſire, Lord, 
is before thee , faith our Darid, Plal. 3B. g, 10. 
My heart panteth, my ſtrength faileth— My ſoul 
hath fainted for thy ſalvation, and it breaketh for 
the longing it hath to thy judgements at all times, 
Pal. x19. It is athirſt for God, for the living God, 
not ſiti miſer e indigentie, but copiofioris fruttions. 
Parthian-like, the more the ſoul hath 1mbib'd 
of this Helicon fountain, the more it thirſts, Oh 
the ſecret breathings, carneſt longings , impor- 
tunate cravings, vehement <jaculations, ' reſtleſs 
1nquietations of a gracious foul after its God ! By 
theſe wings of defire, the foul (like Davids Dove) 
would flic up to Heaven. Others may defire gold 
and i1]ver, friends and relations, pleaſures and pre- 
ferments, comforts and conveniencies in the 
world, but the deſire of the Churches foul, is 
only to his Name, and to the remembrance of 
him, Iſa. 26. 9. Could we be privy to the private 
devotions of the: Saints, how many affe@ionatec 
oh's and options, ſhould we hear breath'd forth ! 
how many even unyutterable Gghs and groans ſent 
up for this to Heaven ! 
Fourthly, 
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Fourthly , Thy delight is wholly placed in 
God, and thou findeſt ſole fatisfaQion in him, 
The foul is wrapt up into an holy joy and re- 
joycing, drawn up to an exceeding complacency 
in him. God alone 1s the feaſt of the Saints de- 
light, and with the one diſh of che light of his 
countenance, he 1s infinitely more ſatished, than 
the worldling is with his moſt largely ſpread and 
tally furniſht. table. His Attributes are. the ſouls 
chear, and his Promiſes his choice delicacies. He 
is abundantly fſatiated with the goodneſs of his 
houſe, and drinks of his pleaſures as a River; his 
communions are meat and mufick too. Becauſe 
thou haſt been my belp (faith David) therefore in 
the ſhadow of thy wings will I rejoyce. My ſoul 
ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, Plal. 
63. 5z 7» The enjoyment of God is to the car- 
nal wretch buta dry husk, but to the Saint 4 
feaft of fat things, and as Wines well refined ou the 
Lees, Though a thouſand Torches of creature- 
comforts be light, its night, dark with his ſoul, 
till chis Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhines; but one 
{mile of his face, and beam of his countenance, 
puts more gladnefs than could all Corn, Wine 
and Oyl, or does to thole who daily ſuck our 
their vertues and (weetnefles. God is his Peo- 
ples portion, and the only Paradiſe of their plea- 
ſures; and while carnal men tit chirping an the 
dunghull of outward fclicities, he with the winged 
Lark ſings never fo merrily as when mounting 
up to Heaven. 

His heart greatly rejoyceth in him, and his Song 
doth praiſe Fim, Pſal. 28. 7. The Joy of the Lord 
1s his ſtrength, and it is ſo lively and vigorous, as 
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even in Winter time it buds and bloſſoms forth 
from the God of his ſalvation. 

A Fifth might be added, of Faith and Confi- 
dence, it's his Periphrafjs in the Text, whoſe hope 
is inthe Lord his God; in his Name doth he lift 
up his Banners. As propriety 1s the ground of de- 
lght, fo of dep:ndance ; Though he kills me, I 
will truſt in him, though he damns me, I will 
love him : The juſt ſhall live by Faith, But not to 

revent what follows. 

A Fifth and lati charater or imprefſion of due 
affection flowing from an Intercti in God 1s reſo- 
lation tocleave to him with tull purpoſe of heart, 
to live and die with him, and whatſoever bctalls 
him, not to forget him, or deal fallly in his Cove- 
nant , his heart ftarts not back, neither doth he 
decline a ficp from his Law, Whatloever oppolt- 
tion he meets withall in the way of his duty, he 
leaps over it all, being refolved though Princes 
{peak againti him, ro mcditate jn his ſtatutes, and 
ſeeing him that is invitible, he tears not with Me- 
ſes to venture on the wrath of Man, rather than 
forfeit the love and tavour of God, but with holy 
Daniel will continue in his Supplications , and 
abide in the way of his duty, though it cofts him 
his life. And as good old Faceb, when to part 
with his Benjamin : If I be bereaved, I am be- 
reaved, and Q 1ccn Eſther, If T periſh, Tperiſh. 

A: Fifth charaGter of one interefied in God, 15s 3 
renouncing and abandoning all other intercits tor 
him, of ſin, Satan, or the World. The Soul that 
hath once lieept and bathed if felt mn this Ocean 
of delights, yca taſted once of divine ſweetnefſs, 
will nevce r<lifh thoſe waters of bitterneſs again; 

| | that 
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that hdth been fed with the bread 'and dainties'in 
his Fathers Houſe , will never return with tht 
Swine: of the World to feed on Husks 3 That hath 
eaten of that heavenly and delicious: Manna, will 
never fall to the Lezks and Onyons of this world« 
ly Egypt again. Ad majra nata es O anſina mea. 
> Regular apprehenſions of God raiſe and advance 
[ the Soul above the, World , None an Heaven but 
1 thee-— The Scrvant who engages with his new 
” | Maſter, takes a Releaſe trom his old, a dilcharge 
from his former fervice. Lord, other: Lords (faith 
CG the Church ) have ruled over us, but now we will 
” || make mention Only of thy Name, Ifai.26. None of 
> | #*, ſaith the Apolile, live to our ſ:lues, but to the 
is | Lord, Rom. 14. 8. They are men of another Spi- 
&— | rit. Her. 11. 24. Moſes choſe rather to ſuffer affli- 
i i Gon with the people of God, than 19 enjoy the plea- 
i- | ſures of fin for a ſeaſon. 
Ne A Sixth mark or cvidence 15;8arneft Endeas 
© | vour, and vehement purſuit atter. God. The Soul 
nd makes it his 73 #py0, to follow aftcr him, My ſoul 
Lo- preſſeth hard after thee, ſaith David, even as the 
an 8 Hunter after bis prey, Pal. 63. 8. Hetallows God 
ly £ fully, Numb. 14. 24. tall chaſe he dnves after God, 
nd | mote knowledge and experience of him, more 
Wy communion and acquaintance with hitn. He fers 
Il hinſelf to (eek the Loxd. His heart does not _ 
be- | down; but he is lift up in the Way: of the Lord, 
| and to his Commandments which he: hath loved; 
5 1Y He ſings in the ways of the Lord. He walks in 
tor Þ them and is not weary, runs in them, and is not 
hat Þ faint ; he exerciſeth himſelf to Godlines, makes 
Religion his trade and bufinds. He walks with 
Gygd, and worthy of the Lord in alb well-pleating,: 
| N 4 and 
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and *tis his meat and drink #o do the will of his 
Father in Heaven : He thinks nothing too' much, 
all too little for God; fpares no labour, colt or 
pains , to acquaint himſelt more with him. He 
prays, he hears, he rcads, he meditates, he weeps, 
he watcheth, he runs, he tights, he ſtrives, and 
all to obtain further aſſurance, to apprehend that 
for which he 5s apprehended of him. 

And ſo much tor the more general ſigns of our 
Intereſt in God. To touch ſecondly about a few 
more ſpecial-ligns of having him our help and 
hope. 
Firſt, If God be our Help, and we fo make 
him, there will be a diſobligation to, and utter 
diſcarding of, rejection, and caliang away all crea- 
ttire-confidence. The Soul hath no contidence-1n 
the armi of flcth, as to its ſpiritual condition, not 
in Means and Ordinanccs , gifts , parts, duties, 
Braces, enjoyments, but accounts all loſs ; as to 
its temporal condition, it truſts not to its pow- 
er; wit, policy, ſtrength, wealth, efiate, friends,— 
makes not fine Gold its hope , as Fob ſpzaks in 
vindication of his integrity, Cap. 3. 24. Ezra was 
aſhamed to go with a requelt to the King, though 


m a good Cauſe, having firſt declared his truſt in 


his God, Ezra 8.12. A gracious Soul renoun- 
ceth all carnal dependencies whatſoever. Neither 
Circumciſion or Uncircumciſion avails him ; he 
glorieth only-in the Lord. He will not pluck the 
Cxown « ﬀ the head of Free grace, or ſnatch if 
out of the hand of Divine power, to ſet it on the 
head of a poor. timite Creature. A carnal heart 
can truſt any thing but God, a Chriſtian can truſi 
nothing but God, him before any thang, all things. 
wy ; A 
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A Worldling can truſt God in nothing, a Saint 
in all things,-at all times; can truſt him with his 
Name, Etiate, Liberty, Life, Soul, his all; truſt 
him in good dayes, of peace and proſperity, in 
evil dayes, of tEuble oo adverſity; being carefull 
for nothing, but is every thing making his requeſts 
known to God with Prayer and Thankggiving ; 
committing his whole way and care to him and 
his Providence, 

Which is a ſecond Note. A conſtant exerciſe of 
dependance on God, and on God alone. He is 
his hope, and his habitation to which he cont 
nually reſorts, Pſal. 91. 2. Do's he want any mer-. 
cy, he goes by Faith and Prayer, to . his God for 
itz do's he meet with any miſchief or injury, -he 
goes again and pours forth his overwhelmed Soul 
n 'complaints before the Lord ; he waits for him, 
and looks to him. His eyes are up to the Heavens, 
whence his help comes, Mic. 7. 7. Therefore, faith 
the Church, will I lock to the Lord, and wait 
pon the God of my ſalvation. And fo David, Plal. 
5- 3- In the morning will I dire my prayer to thee, 
and will look, up. When he hath ſhut his mouth, 
he will open his eye, his ear, and when hunſelf 
kiows not what to do, hear what his God will 
lay. Heis alwayes confident in the Lord, and 
crilumphs in the God of his ſalvation. 

Now becauſe an Hypocrite may harbour a falſe 
dependance, and 4 counterfeit hope, as well as a 
Chriſtian a well-grounded confidence, let us try 
it by ſome following Touch-ſtones; which is the 
third and laſt particular concern'd in this Inqui- 
ſition , with which I ſhall diſmiſs it, namely, to 
give ſorne Notes, or lay before you ſome pro- 

VEN perties 
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perties and effets of a Saints fixed hope in th* 
Lord his God ,- which may diſcriminate and 


contradifiinguiſh .i3t fram the languiſhing and 


vaniſhing hope of Hypocrites , and carnal Pro- 


feffors- And them take in thelegfollowing par:- 
ticulars. 
Firti, A godly mans hope is a grounded Hope, 
He hath the! zoot of the matter in him. The 
righteous hath an everlaſting foundation 3 the 
Hypocrite hath no bottom. Theſe have no root, 
Lak:9.13. The houſe on the Sands was raifcd to 
an equal hcight with that on the Rock, and the 
difference was not in the ſuperſtructure, but only 
in the foundation. A carnal man may have as firm 
a confidence as a Saint, and an Hypocrite as (trong 
a preſumption as an upright Soul hath a per{wa- 
{lion, but not ſo good an evidence. Now conti- 
dence is always nought without evidence. The 
zetting hope of an Hypocrite 1s built upon his ex- 
ternal profeftion and priviledges, as a worldlings 
15 on his meer outward enjoyments. His conh- 
dence is m the fleſh, but a Saints hope 1s bred and 
maintained too by the Word, and Promiſes, Heb. 
6. 18, 19. It's nouritht by ſpiritual influences and 
experiences. As 1t is founded on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt , that bringing un of a better hope, that 
hope in us of our glory, ſo *tis backt with good 
evidence. I willtruſt in bim, faith Fob, though he 
kills me, I will maintain mine own wayes before him. 
He alſo # become my ſalvation : but an Hypocrite 
ſhall not come before bim, cap. 13.15,16. The Apo- 
file calls a Belicucrs , a good bope through grate, 
2 Theff. 2. 16. through grace favouring as: the 
Spring, and grace fanGtifying, as the fuel of it: 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, It is an Effeual hope, hath a bleſ- 
ſed vertue and efficacy in it, eſpecially a tix-fold 
vertue. 

Firſt, Ad purificandum ; to puritie the heart and 
Conſcience of a Chriſtian. What the Apolile faith 
of Faith may be (aid of. Hope, # puraftes the heart. 
Yea, he fayes it expreſly of this grace alſo, 1 Fobr 
3.3. He that hath this hope purifies bimſelf even 
as God is pure: Secundum ſpeciem, though not 
gradum, in kinde and quality, though not equa- 
lity ; It not in act yet at leatt in endeavour and 
atte&tion. Hope purgeth the Conſcience from 
dead works to ſerve the living God ; by it the 
Soul draws nigh to God, and comes to have a 
light and view of him, and Omaus vifio affemilat . 
Proportionable to our Faith 15 our Holineſs, and 
to our Expectations our Converſation. This di- 
timguiſheth ir trom all Formalitis preſumption, 
Hypacrites lean on the Lord, and are conntident 
of his prefence amongtt them, though they per- 
petrate all manner of wickedneſs, and do all kind 
of abominations, Mic. 3. s1. But in vai do fan- 
ners load Gods back, and yet pretend to lean on 
his Arm. Sccurity and prefumption lead men to 
fin : Ha. 57. 10. Thou art wearied in the greatneſs 
of thy way, yet thou ſaidſt not , there is no hope: 
Thou hajt found the life of thine band, therefore thou 
waſt not grieved, And deſperation allo makes 
them ruſh on jn courſes of Iniquity. Fer. 18. 12. 
They ſaid, there is no hope, but we will walk after 
our own devices, and we will every one do the ima- 
giaation of his evil*beart ; a ſad and deſperate can- 
cluſion. But true hope draws the Soul off from 


tin. Whatſocver a C hilde of God doth, he will 
not 
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not ſin againſt, and away his hopes 3 but having 
hope in Gods Word, and in thoſe great and pre- 
cious Promiſes, he cleanſeth himſelf from all fil- 
thineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, Tit. 2. 12, 14- 

Secondly, Ad excit andum, it quickens unto du- 
ty. It's a living, yea, a lively hope, 1 Pet. 1. 3. 
Where hope is in the centre, obedience is in the 
circumference. David conjoyns them , Pſal. 
119. 196. Lord, I bave hoped for thy ſaluation, 
and done thy Commandments. Believing puts upon 
doing. Hope of mercy quickens and animates to 
duty. We bdlieve, and therefore we ſpeak' and 
attoo : and nq good hope of the end without 
due uſe of the means 3; means muſi be uſed, if a 
bleſſing expeced. Faith hath a piercing eye, and 
a powerful hand ; a receptive faculty, to take in 
the comfort of the Promiſe, and a reverberative, 
to return, and refle@ its benefit received in waies 
of duty and obedience. Hoping to the end, and 
girding up the loyns of our minds, are paired, 
x Pet. 1.13. In order to a progreſs in our fpiri- 
eual Journey. The fweetneſs of the Promiſe 
drawn out, incourageth and engageth in obe- 
dience to the command; The Plow-man plow- 
eth, and Seeds-man ſoweth in hope. ExpeRation 
of reward cdgeth to work. Diſuſe and negle& of 
means, doth not truſt God, but tempt him. True 
confidence ſpurs up to duty, eſpecially to prayer. 
Trufting and calling are coupled in Scripture, 
Zeph. 3.2. Hope of ſpeeding puts a man on ſcek- 
1ng. Hope of an expec&ed end, put holy Fere- 
miah on praying, Fer. 19. And of ſalvation holy 
Paul on labouring and ſuffering reproach, on 
active and paſlive obedience, 1 Tim, 4. 10. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Ad commorandum, to take the ſoul 
off all carnal dependance, and ſtay it by a firm 
dependance on God alone. The hoping ſoul goes 
not to creatures, to ſecond cauſes, leans on none 
of theſe broken ſfiaves, and vain confidences ; but 
rejeQs and renounceth them all, both upon a ſpi- 
ritual and temporal account, It's the brand and 
mark of an Hypocrite, even carnal confidence. It's 
the character of a Chriſiian, to have no confidence 
in the fleſh, Phil. 3. 3. He does not only call him- 
ſelf of rhe holy City, 'but ſtaies himſelf on the God 
of Iſrael in truth, Iſa. 10. 20. A Chriſtian will 
not havetwo firings to the bow of his trutt. The 
Plalmiſt puts a dirc& oppoſition to trutt in God, 
and all other truſts, Pſal. 46. 4. Bleſſed is the man 
that makgth the Lord bu truſt; and reſpefieth not 
the proud, nor ſuch as turn afide to lyes. And the 
Church ſolemnly profeſſcth her rejection ofall hu- 
mane helps in time of her ſtraits, Pſal. 44. 6. I 
will not truſt to my bow, neither ſhall my ſword ſave 
me — not to the bow, but the arm that helps. 
todoit. And fo fhe ſeals a renunciation of all 
creature-aids and aſlittances, Hoſ. 14. 3. Afour 
ſhall not ſave #s, we will not ride upon borſes —- 
Carnal men (like weak and ignorant people) go 
firſt to the Kitchin, and then to the Phylitian. 
When Epbraim ſaw his ſickneſs, and beheld his 
wound, he gaes to the Aſſyrian, and ſends tq 
King Fareb to heal him. But the Church eccho's 
to Gods call, Fer. 3. 22, 23. In vain is ſalvation 
expetied from Hills or Mount ains, in the Lord our 
God is the ſalvation of Iſrael— We' come unto 
thee, for thou art the Lord our God. She goes firfi_ 
tothe Lord, and then to the Phylitian; 
Fourthly, * 
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Fourthly, Ad componendum, to pacifie the foul, 
and make it wait patiently the returns of provi- 
dence. Facob waited for Gods falvation, and 
Foſeph of Arimathea tor the Kingdom of God. 
1 waited patiently for the Lord, (aith Dawid, . Pſal. 
40-1,As they who watch for the morning,Pſal.x 30. 
As the poor traveller, beweildred all night, longs 
for; the mornings approach to dixe& him in his 
paſſage : and the induſirious labourer waits the 
morning light, and dawning of the day, that he 
may 89 about the work of his calling ; or the vi- 
gilant fouldier, and diligent watchfman detires 
the break of day, when they may be relieved : fo 
doth @ gracious ſoul wait for his God. The 
Church was xefolved thus to wait upon the Loxd. 
Micab 7. Though an Atheiſt will wait no longer, 


a Saint will both wait for inſtruction and conſola- 


tion. Hopes concluſions axe. Gods time 1s the 
beſt time. The viſion 1s but for an appointed time, 
z3t will come, and not tarry, wait for it. If deli- 
verance comes not this, it may come -another way, 
IF mexcy comes not today, it may come to migr- 
row. It's better liaying a day too long, than: ha- 
ving ſalvation come an hour tow ſoon. The ex- 
peRing foul waits for the hope of rghteoul- 
nels by faith 3 yea he hopes to the end for the 
grace to be brought at the revelation of Chrifi, 
x Pet. 1. 13. He waits till the Lord be gracious; 


he is not too quick or hally (haſty births he knows i 


are commonly. abortive ) he will not make more 
hafie than good ſpeed ; he underſtands it's but 
manners to wait the Lords leiſure, and attend 
his pleaſure. God waited long for his coming 
in, in a way of duty, it's but mcet he ſhould _ 

or 
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for his "approaches in a way of mercy. If God 
cauld ſtay fo long tor his canyerhon, it's but rca- 
{anable he ſhould ſtay for his: conſolations, Re- 
ſolved he is to, wait fo long as God pleaſcs; far.in- 
comes of  mexcy, and w] ly xcfqlves his will ut- 
to the will *s bis Maker, even let's it be buried 
and {wallowed up of it, with a Father, yt my 
will, tut thy will be dong, , Carnal men. would 
limit God to their deſixgs, and ſcant him to their 
time; they are for duty to. morrow, but mercy 
and ſalvationto day- Now mercy mult come, or 
never, Buta Chyillian wauld not have his tune 
Gods; but makgs Gods time his and whatſoever 
pleaſcth God, therefore pleaſeth him. It's not 
(faith trye hope} far us ta. know the times, and. 
ſcalpns, bettecs ta wait far the Lows falvation, 


| Bettex wang of mercy in a way, of waiting and de- 


pendan \ than 4's approach - without it z Does 
God delay, he does not depy 5 is marey detegeed, 
it 15 not xeſflyed againſt z docs God- withdraw, 


| hide his (face, ſccm to flight, and catk.put: his 


Peoples: payer, yet 1 will yot give over pray- 
ng, waiting, believing, and expecting, I will yet. 
attend the motians 7 providence in. the uſe of 
means +»;and though God ſcgms. to cal us off, yet 

we will never caſt off him. 
Fifthly, : Ad elevandum, to raiſe the fqul above 
ts expeRatigns, He that by hope-hath 


infer39us;warld-only: as an ingontideral point, Our 
conperſatiqu ( faith, the Apolile ) # in Heaven, 
Fheace we. logk, for the Sauigur. Heavenly ex+ 
peRations; ang. heavenly canyerlation go.. tage» 
ther, Alexander, when he once received. ai xee- 

port 
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port of the American world, gave all the King- 
doms he had conquered amongſt his Captains, 
and upon this diviſion, being asked what he had 
left'to himſelf, anſwered, ſperm mejorum gnnorum ; 
the hope of further years. A Chriſtian hearing 
of the Alfafhiciency of God, and glory of Heaven, 
of fo muth (in ſcrimin) in hope, is willing to 
part, with whatſoever is in hand, and ( like a 
provident and foreſeeing perfon) will part with 
all in poſſeſſion, for what he hath in reverſion; 
fo did thoſe worthies, Heb. 11.13. A carnal man 
uſeth God,” and enjoys the world; a Saint uſeth 
the world, but enjoyeth God only. 

Sixthly, Ad correborandum, to fortifie and 
confirm 'the ſoul againſt all oppoſition. Abraham 
rowed againſt the fiream. Hope will ride the 
ſtorm. | Tt may be laid of hope, what the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of charity, it endures all chings. There is 
the work of faith, labour of love, and patience 
of hope, 1 Theſ. 1. 3. Twill hope continually, faith 
David; Pfal. 71.14. Though his enemies be lively, 
yet his hope is not dead 3 and while they threaten 


more, he yet hopes more and more. All the wa- | 
ters of hamane oppoſition cannot quench this fire,” 


but it's like the fire of the SanQtuary, which ne- 


ver goes out. True hope grows by diſcourage- þ 
ment, and the wind of worldly affliction ſerves Þ 


but to increaſe this holy flame. When as the 


ſpies gave a diſcouraging account of the Land, Þ 


Caleband Foſhua were not diſmay'd at their own 
fight, or their report, 'but conclude, Their de- 
fence is departed, and they are bread for us. They 
that wait on the Lord, ſhall renew their ftrength, 
and their hope to0z and under the loweti pro- 

| vidences, 
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vidences, they have yet a ſpero meliora in theit 
mouths, which keeps them from fainting and 
linking- And that leads to the third and laſt qua- 
hfication of the Saints hope. It's Rigdfaſt and per- 
manent. A Believer hath hope in. his end, and 
he hopes to the end, Heb. 6. 11. The full aſſurance 
of hope to theend:; And lo cap. 3.6. Whoſe bouſe 
we are, if we hold faſt the confidence, and the ve- 
joycing of the hope firm unto the end. God perfets 
this grace, whereſoever he begins it, An Hypo« 
crites 15 a dying hope; a Saints, a living hope z 
there is a vigour and vivacity, and alſo a conſtancy 
and perpetuity init, We are not of them whodraw 
vack to perdition --- An Hypocrites hope is an 
empty and vain,and ſo a vaniſhing hope, it hath no 
ſolidity in it, but appears a meer husk, when Sa- 
tan comes to threſh it by his temptations, it will 
not ſtand, or endure a trial. When he comes to 
20 Out of the world, his hope perifheth for ever, 
and breaths forth it felt into a puff of wind, 
though ſwoln to never fo huge a bulk, and great 
a proportion. Ic hath no fialk, and when the 


Sun of divine indignation, or humane perfecu- 
- ſkion ariſeth, it wholly withereth : But a Saint 


thbugh for a while he may loſe the exerciſe) 
ever. wholly loſeth the habit of his hope; his 
ope is a fixed, ſtable, fetled hope, Col. 1. 23. 

carnal wretch can hope in good daies, while 


Erovidence looks on him with a favourable and 


leaſing aſpc& 3 but 1zt the Lord come totrown 
n him, and lay affliction on his loyns, his heart 
hike Nabatls). dies within him, he finks like a 
one, he carries with him a {ad heart, and looks 


ith a lowring and dejected countenance ; but : 
Ciul 
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child of God, as no outward comiort does much Þf 6, 
courage him, ſo no outward c1ols docs much || G 
diſhearten him. Mercy does not much lit him | gy 
up, nor miſery caft hit down 3 his concluſion is, Þ (1 
I will yet hope in God, and never cati away my |f jj; 
confidence, which hath great recomp-ncc of re- I 1 
ward. ©vo malis preſentiius duriws deprimor, eo 
de futuris gaudus certius preſumo, ſaith holy Igna- | T 
ris, by how much the moreI am oppretiid with | oy 
preſent muſcrics, ſo much the moxe confident I F1ef 
am of eternal joys, 2 Cor. 4. 17. _ 
Thirdly, Thus ſpeaks ſharp reproof, even to fly 
the People of God them(clves, who are fo apt to ſ,,,, 
depend on, and run to means and ſecond cauſes f} q, 
in times of trouble aud affliftion, and not lay ig 
their hope and hdp on this God of Faceb, and |, 
his truth and faithfulneſs only. Iſrael was very, 
prone to this corruption, to ſeek to, and rely on NY... 
torcein aids and helps, neglefting and refuſing to or 
rſt upon God. This is ſinners wickedn«(s, and 
Saints weakneſs and infirmity, This was the fault 1, 
of good Aſa, zealous Hezekiah, holy David, who}... 
thought nothing better tor them, than one to goſſ;,, 
to the Phyſitians before the Lord z another, to cur-ſſj,, 
ry favour with the King of Babylon 3 and a third, ſſ 
to flig into the Land of the Philiſtines, 1 Saw.27.1. he 
Vitium oftendit( faith a Commentator on the Text), ,, 
dum oftendit remedium. This 1s natural to the loſt, 
but yet proud Sons and Daughters of Adam. The 
firftt man had a fpice of pride in him, and all hi 
polterity have gotten a tang of it. The ſtout ſoul- 
dier will never accept quarter, as long as he can 
ſtand out againſt the enemy, or defend the be 
lieged City again his powes and violence. Proud 
ſtout» 
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ſjtout-hearred man would neither be behalden«o 
God or Chriſt for his help, could he but be his 
own Prote&or and Saviour. We are all by na- 
ture run-aways from God, and havihg' a back- 
iliding heart within us, are apt to revolt more - 
and more, leaning on any broken Reed before him * 
the eternal Rock. But this our way is our folly. 
This is our great (in, and runs us alſo into an in- 
extricable labyrinth of calamity and woe. It's no 
leſs than crimen leſe Majeftatis, when we have the 
covering of the Almighty's proteQion, and the 
wing of the great and everlaſting Fehovah to come 
under, yet to ſhroud our felves under the alien 
ſhadow of any creaturez and when we may de-- 
lghfully follace our ſelves under the Vines ſweet- 
neſs, and Ohves fatnefs, .y«t to ſhelter our (elves 
under the vain ſhew of the Bramble. It's too 
convincing an Argument both of the weaknefs of 
prace, that our ſtrength is ſmall, and alſo of the 
power and predominancy of corruption. It's a 
plain and demonſtrative Argumcnt of a carnat 
heart, to ſatistie our ſelves with any outward en- 
joyment in the day of mercy, or ſupport, in the 
hour of miſery. - How ſadly does God complain 
of this in his Iſrael of old ? Pſal. 78. 22. They: 


(believed not in the Lord, nor truſted in his fal- 


vation. So Deut. 9. 23. Te rebelled again(t the 
Commandment of the Lord your God ( to go up 
zgainft the Nations): and ye believed him not. God 
taxeth it of high difingenuity and difloyalty, Fer; 
2.5. What iniquity have your Fathers found in me, 
that they are gone far from me, and bave walked 
after vanity. So Fer. 18. 13, 14. The Virgin of 
Iſrael hath done a very horrible thing : Will aman 

Q 2 leave 
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leave the Snow of Lebanon, which cometh from the 
. Rock of the field ? or ſhall the cold flowing waters 
that come 'from ayoth:r place be forſaken ? 'It's a 
tincture of Apoſtacy from God : Indeed a plain 
contradiction to our converſion. In that we turn 
tzxom the Creature to the Creator, in this from 
' the Creator to the Creature, It's a - more fpirt- 
tual and refined Idolatry, and therefore it's ob- 
ſervable, thcle two are Couzen. Germans, neigh- 
bour-ſ1s, and but one remove one from the 
other. Yea, the 'dolatry charged by the Apolile 
upon the Gentiles, hath- this inſcription on ats 
forchead ; They worſhipped and ſerved the Creatmre 
more than the Creator, God bleſſed for ever, Rom. 
I-25, And indced whatfoever a man ſets up 
above' or <qual with God, it's his God, or at leaſt 
his Idol. And as it is a great miquity, fo it is 
commonly rewarded with exemplary puniſh- 
ment. This truſt is both wicked and vain; it 
makes us negle& God the eternal Refuge; and 
While it deceives us, and makes us miſs of a bet- 
ter ground of truſt, it alſo weakens and debili« 
tates both our hearts and hands; our hands .in 
duty, and our hearts in confidence. (who will 
eyer ſet upon that of which he hath no hopes of 
accompliſhment ? and who ever wall go to God 
that can go any where <l{c?) It's a following 
lying vanitics, and forſaking our own mexgies ; 
a runmng from the fountain of everlaſiing waters, 
and hewing out broken ciſterns. It laies us un- 
der a Curſe , and that a dreadful one, Fer. 17. 
5,13. Curſed is be that makes fleſh his arm — 
Al! that forſake thee ſhall be eſhymed, and that ge- 
part from thee, their names written in the Earth, 
x than 
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e | than which nothing more ſad and 'difmal, A 
s || curſed change it is to leave God, and'go to the 
a | Creature; ſuch confidence commonly ends in 
a | ſhame and confuſion. Dependance on the Crea- 
n | ture forfeits divine protedtion 3 'it clips the wings 
n || of mercy: It's a going out of Gods blefling into 
- || the warm Sun. Nay, the Hypocrites bow, which 
- | never aims right on at the mark, is not only 'er- 
- || ring and deceitful, but often recoils,” and proves 
e || to him deadly and deſtruftive. They who repoſe 
e | in humane help, do not only miſs of the profpe- 
's || rity and ſafety, which by theſe means they made ac- 
-e || countto attain to, but bring evils on themſelves, 
1. | which they both ſought and thought to cfcap2 , 
p || and loſe the lives they went about {o induſtrioul(- 
it || ly to fave. © And indeed God takes himſelf high- 
is | ly wronged by this abuſe at the hands' of his 
x | People, and will ſooner or later fay to thein as 
it | to Iſrael, Fudg. 19. Go to the gods ye have choſen, 
d | and ſee if they can deliver you. See hew' God 
t- | threatens them, Iſe.30. 12, 15.—I returning and 
is | reſt I would baveſavedyou— andye would' not, but 
n | ye ſaid, no, we will flee upon borſes— therefore Jhall 
11 | ye flee— They who will-not reſt on God; ſhall be 
of | forced torun for all theereature, - May 1 not lay 
d || to you, as once Saul to the people revolting to 
g | David, Can the Son of Jeſſe give youVineyards and 
Olive-yards= Can the creature 'give'your fouls 
s | fatisfaQtion in its fulleſt enjoyment, and can it af 
\” | ford you rclicf in the day of diſtreſs? Cin thelc 
- | gods of your own making ariſe and fave you ? 
"| Can they chear your hearts,when God is frownyhg? 
-. | ſaccour you, when Satan is tempting ? comfort 
you, when the world is failing > Can they give 
O 3 you 
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you any peace in an hour of trouble, eaſe under 
horrours of pain, life under pains of death, ſcttle- 
ment and compoſure in a day of diſtraction and 
confalion-? have you not ſufficiently experienced, 
and ſo may be cfleRually convinced of the vanity 
of 'the whole arm of fleſh? That all fleſh 1s as 
. grals that fadeth, and the flower thereof that 
withereth. That mcn of low degree are vanity, 
and, of. high degree alye, That there 1s no falva- 
tion in Hills or Mountains, no help in Princes, 
Senates, Armics, Navics, if God does but blow 
upon them? Have you not by (ad and wofull ex- 
pericnce known the tajlure ot friends, contingen- 
cy of c{tatcs, the uncertainty of worldly advance- 
ments, the moth, the,yworm, the dying periſhing 
naturethat is in 2ll cxcated comforts and content- 
ments ?.;and: will ye .yct lean vpon theſe weak 
bulruthes, .and make his your retuge? May not 
Godifay te. you;as.ongeto his Pcople,Numb.14.11. 
How long will it be erg ye believe me ?, Nay, may 
not God juſtly leave, you, when ye have firlt lett 
him ? and then what will become of you ? . To 
which, of all the Saints will ye turn? what will 
ye dofjn the day that he gomes out: to viſit? Sup- 
pole God coming out with the glittering ſword 
an the; gag hand (nay, he is come out already) and 
the ddſizoying.Plague 1nthe other, and fire and 
famine; become. his followers, whither will ye fly ? 
where will ye hide ? how, ſhall you eſcape or «n- 
dure hjs' fierce wrath, aud burning indignation? 
what wHl] you do,u the dey-of your caJamity? or 
 whezg wil you leave.your glary ? Well, to cloſe 
this -pojne (for I would hope better things of all 
-Fou that fear God, though I thus ſpeak ); know 
py p£) aſluredly, 
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The Godly Pillar of Help. 
aſſurcdly, that by going from God your Centre, 


. unto the Creature, you will either run into the 


mouth of danger (like a bird far from her ucſt, 
nzver under (uch danger of the ſaare) you cannot 
be eltabliſhed, but may be (as they were Fude 5.) 
for'.their unoeliet detiroyed; or however you 
will cut ſhort the arm of mercy and deliverance. 
As impatient ſnatching at mercy, makcs it not 
halt fo ſweet 3 fruits pluckt too ſoon,or raw eaten, 
commonly gripe. Facob had not only a blow, but 
2 piece of a curle, a deal of turmoil and trouble 
with his blc{ſing, becauſe he would be his own 
Carver, and not tiay to receive it at his heavenly 
Fathers hand, and diſcontented murmurs and re- 
pinings againſt God under attliCction , cut thort of 
mercy and ſalvation; a fad iniiance whereot we 
have in thoſe two prime Leaders of Iſrael, Moſes 
and Aaron, Numb. 20. 12. Becauſe. they believed 
wot the Lord, to ſanfiifie him before the eyes of Iſrael, 
they were not priviledged to lead the Congrega- 
tion into the good Land. So confident repoſes in 
the Creature, without God, or conjunction of it 
in our dependance with him, will certainly.breed 
in the iſſue diſappointment and defirucion 3 and 
the ſoul that with Babylon, fits Lady-like in its 
Chair of State and Eaſe, will become a Widow 
and d:ſalate in one day. And (which is the great 
aggravation of the miſcry of all ſuch.conhidence ) 
the more we lean, and greater ſircfs we lay on any 
creature-colmfort, when God comes once to blaſt 
it, and take it away (as *twere) by a ſtroke, it 
will become ſo much the greater croſs, and fo 
much atthiction we may expect from 1t, as 'we 
have had affcRion to it, and placed dependance 
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upon it. Put not your truſt therefore in man, © 
place your confidence in bare Creatures, for whoſe 
ſhoulders an immortal Soul carries too great : 
burden, but Truft in the Lord from henceforth and 
for ever. Let me conclude this with the Prophets 
advice, Fer. 9. 23. Let not the wife man glory in 
hi wiſdom , nor the firong man in bis wight, nor 


the rich man in his riches, But lit him that glovieth 


glory in the Lord: And with that of the Plalmiti, 
Pſal. 62. 8, 10. Truſt not in Oppreſſion= if riches 
zncreaſe, ſet not your heart upon them, But trult 
in him at all times, and finally with that of thc 
Apolile, 1 Tim. 6, 17. Truſt 1ot in uncert ain riches, 
but in the living God. 

Fourthly , Scolamen miniftrat. This DoGrine 
comes. full traught with comtort , and ſpeaks 
abundant and matchleſs conſolation to all the 
People of Gud , who have this Interelt in him, 
and exerciſe dependance upon him as their hop: 
and help, The godly man is the only bleſſed man. 
The World may count and call her darlings happy 
but no ſuch bleſſcdnels to be found as in the frui- 
tion of God,and derivations from him.Bleſſed he is, 

Firſt, In all his Relations and concernments , 
as to hus ſpiritual ſtate , and as to his temporal. 
He having an 1ntereſt in God , hath an intereli 
in all that. is Gods, all his Attributes, Relations, 
Promufcs, Providences,, gracious and merciful] 
BenediQtious 3 he hath a right to all ſpiritual blef- 
ſings, pardon of fin, peace of Conſcaence, Joy- in 
the Holy. Ghoſt, grace and glory ; audall tempo- 
xal mercies too, the fatneſs of the Earth, as well 
as the dews of Heaven, the Nether as well as the 
Upper Springs ; All 3s his by right and inheri- 
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The Godly Pillar of Help. 
tance, and ſhall be by poſſeſſion, if good for him. 
As a ſtranger from God 1s univerſaily curſed, fo 
is one tthited to him univerſally bleſſed. He may 
ſay, God hath dealt graciorſly with me, and T bave 
enough, GEn, 33. 11. 

Secondly, He 45 alſo happy in all Eſtates and 
Conditions, Nothing amiſs can befall and betide 
a Chriſtian. Though never ſo evil m it ſelf, Gods 
Power and- Providence can work it for good. 
Art thou under deſertions, yet thou art happy. 
His leſt hand is ugder thee, and his right hand em- 
Lraceth thee : Thou art graven upon the palms of 
b45 hands (fo as to be no more defaced or oblite- 
rated ) and-thy walls are continually before him. 
Haft thou loſt thy hold of God, he hath till his 
hold on thee, canſt thou not caſt thy felf, and roll 
thy Soul on Chriſt in the Promiſe? yet, when 
thau comeſt out of the Wilderneſs, thou mayſt 
lean on the arm of thy beloved. Though thy 
Soul be never ſo much m the dark, thou haſt the 
ſtaffe-of Facob to lean on, and needelt never fear 
ſtumbling , eſpecially falling , tor the Lord alſo 
upholds thee by his hand, Fſal. 33. 24. Art un- 
der Temptations, ſtill thou may(t be happy. Thy 
Redeemers Interceſſjon is a ſhore of 'thy Faith, 
and pillay- of thy Perſeverance, Luk, 22. 32. 
Though weak m thy felf, with the Conies thou 


-mayfi fly to the Rocks : When purſued by that 


mighty Nimrod and hunter of Souls, and furiouſ] 
chaſed' by the cvengng Executioner of Divin 
wrath, 'haſte into the arms and boſom of th 
Saviour 'which ſtand extended on the Crofs -al 
are now wide open'to receive thee ; When theſe 
proud waters overwhelm thee, ſwim to that im- 
: ; pregnable 
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pregnable Rock of his Merits which is higher than 
thou; and then thou maylt (like a man. gotten on 
the top ofa rock in the mid(i of the Sea,qutbraving 
with an invincible courage and undaunted reſolu- 
tion all the waves and billows about him) dare Sa- 
tan to do his worlt againlt thee, Though the Beaſt 
makes warre againſt thee being a follower, of the 
Lamb, God is on thy lide,and !tands by thee in the 
combat:this Dragon ſhall not ſwallow thee up: the 
Lord will rebuke him, yea tread him under thy 

feet ſhortly. Though thy own heart be a Traitor, 
thy God 1s thy Keeper. Art thou engaged with 
ſirong and violeat corruptions, do theſe Matters 
of miſrule bid controll to Gods grace an thee, and 
1s the bactell ſo ſharp as ſometimes the fleſh ſeems 
to overcome the Spirit, thy pride, paflion, unbe- 
lief, earthly-mindedneſs axe t00 hard for thee ? 
be not diſcouraged : Though thou beeli foiled , 
thou ſhalt not be overcome 3 {in ſhall not have 
dominion over thee , though it may tyrannize 
againfi thee; but thoſe thine enemies that will 
not bow before the Scepter of Chrilts Soyeraign- 
ty, ſhall be flain before his face, and very ſhortly 
thoſe Egyptians thou ſeclk to day, thou thalt fee 
no more for ever. Art thou expoſed to wants 
and exigencies ? The Lorg 4s thy Shepherd, and 
he will ſupply thee as to thy ſpiritual, and alfo 
thy temporal. conditiop. Doft thou want the pre- 
{ence of Divine Ordinances, are all theſe /Cpnduits 
ſtopt, and windows ſhut ? God will hjm(elt be a 
Tabernagle. tg thee 3 he will prepare'a Table far 
Thee in the Wildernels, ſpread with all the delici- 
ous ſweet-meats of grace and comfort, and the 
Sun of Righteoulnels ſhall -ariſe on thee with 
tf; healing 
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healing inhis wings. Doſt thou want Creature- 
comforts ? The Earth is the Lords Gxanary, and 
the fullneſs thereof, and the Sea thy Fathers Fiſh- 
pond, and therefore thou ſhalt have what either 
can afford thee. Art thou ſequelired of all that 
1s dear and precious 1n thine eyes ? Thou halt yet 
a Dew providebit to live on, a Promile to bear 
thee up, that God will never forſake thee, all 
things ſhall be added to thee. Qurz majora curat, 
non minorg negliget. The Accetlory follows the 
Principal, There is no Promiſe indeed of adding 
Spirituals upon gur ſeeking Temporals,, but there 
1s of adding the thivgs of Earth, if weſeck the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Thou ſhalt hayc food and 
ra1ment 18 the way- where thou art ta goez 
enough, though not tog much z according to-Gods 
will, though it niay be not thine own; bread for 
thy body, though not for thy luſts ;. to fatisfie 
thee, though not ſurfeit; content ,, though not 
cloy thee. God will give thee the World as a 
bleſſing, though not lade thee with this thick clay 
as a burden. As thou haſt the ſure Mercies; of 
David, - whexeot none can deprive thee, ſo thou 
{halt have all external accommodations, or at Icafi 
a Propaxtion between thy Heart and Condition, 
wherein'the only comfort of life confilicth, Art 
thou compaſſed about with fears and dangers, of 
enemies, or Evils imminent or impendent ? Let 
not thine heart be troubled, for Mercy compaſſes 
thee about on every {ide : As Eliſha told his fer- 
vant, 2 King.6.16, There are more with thee #han are 
againſt thee, Thou haſt a guard of Angels round 
about thee, yea Chyift himſelf for thy Protector. 
And Fortior eft Chriftus caput Excleſie ad prote- 
| gendum, 
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gendum, quan Diabolus hoſtis Ecclefie ad oppugnan- 
dum, Cyprian= This may be a bottom of conti- 
dence, and ſufficient ground .and encouragement 
to the People of God 1n the darkeſt and gloomieſt 
day, the moſt evil and diſcouraging time; and 
ſerve to allay, and antidote all their fears and miſ- 
givings of heart, that they have an infinite and 
everlaſting God for their help, and have everlaſt- 
ing ſtrength, wiſdom , faithfulneſs, mercy and 
compaſſion engaged for them. Men count it an 
happineſs to have a Cottage of their own to hide 
their heads in. God 1s his Peoples ſhelter, Sandtu- 
ary, and hiding-place under all ther ſcatterings, 
and diſp-rſions, opprefiions and oppoſitians, they 
meet with in the World. The Lord kxows how 
to deliver the Godly out of all their temptations. 
The Apoſtle brings it down to an experience, 
He delivered Lot, and he knows how to deliver w. 
It's all one to have no ſtorm, or to have an hi- 
ding-place, Under all private injuries and op- 
preflions we may truſt in God who 1s a preſent 
help, and goto him with the Prophet Feremiab's 
words in our mouths when the men of Aathoth 
ſought his life, Fer. 11. 20. To thee O Lord, do 1 
reveal my cauſe, and be confident as he was, Cap. 
20. 11. of deliverance; or as Hezekiah , when 
Rabſhaketh opened his mouth fo wide againſt 
Heaven, he went and ſpread the Letter before the 
Lord. Though a man meets with nothing but in- 
civilitics, unkindnefſes , diſcouragements , difap- 
pointments, reproaches, perſecutions and violen- 
. ces from 'men, yet there is enough in one God to 
counter-ballance all. God wall work all miſchicfs 
about tor'good; and as for Encmies, in the mm 
© 
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of the Lord we may: go out againſt them and 
overcome them. Art thou under crofles and loſſes, 
and fore and vexatious trialls tnat way ? haſt loſt 
thy Eſtate, and Poſlſeflions, thy Relations, thy 
tormer Friends, thy preſent comforts, thy hopes, 
thy all? yet thou halt not loft thy God, who is 
bettex than all. And as Zeno the Philoſopher (aid 
once, when he had loſt all by Shipwrack, Licet 
me tutius philoſophari. Thou halt now the better 
leiſure to attend thy Soul, and ſtudy Heaven. 
Though a man loſeth his Moneys, and 1s rich in 
Bills and Bonds, it's no great matter : When thou 
haſt not a penny an thy Purſe, thou haft thouſands 
in the Promiſe. Gods providence, or mens vio- 
lence may take away thy Eſtate, thy Children, 
thy Livelinood and ſubliltcnce , but never take 
away thy Chriſt, When thou haſt loſt all things 
eſe, yet thou canſt never lole thy God, and thy 
inheritance, the hope laid up for thee in Heaven ; 
that heavenly and never-tailing treaſure is out of 
the reach both of Men and Devils. Art thou 
under atflictions perſonal, family ? Hath the hand 
of God toucht thee? Hath his deſtroying Angel 
come with the Arrows ot the Plague, and ſhot in- 
to thy habitation, ſo that thou art left alone, aud 
become wholly comfortleſs, even ſwallowed up 
of forrow ? Thy Rclations are gone, thy Friends 
fled from thee, all thine acquaintance ſtand aloof 
off thy fore; thou ſigheli and mournelt by day, 
weepelt by night, and haft none to comfort thee; 
thou art become like a Pehcan in the Wildernels, 
an Owl in the Deſart, and littifit like a Sparrow 
an the houfſe-top : Death is cntred in at thy win- 
gdows, and mcn hayc written Lord bave Mercy "i 
thy 
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thy doors , and thou haſt neither Miniſter nor 
Phyfician to come at thee; yea, wantelt Bread it 


ſelf to uphold thee : Yet fear not, Thy God is 
{11 with chee, and then nigheſt, when all Crea- 


tures run away to the greatctt diftance. Chrift 


com:<s in yet familiarly at thy doors, God ltands 
by thy beds fide. Though the Plague hath ſcized 
thy body, he 15 not afraid to come neer thy ſoul, 
and while thy Friends forſake thee, he will be 
Friend, Phylitian and Comforter to thee. He 1s 
the Lord that healeth thee : And thou ſhalt at 
laſk ſay, in faithfulneſs and mercy to thy Soul did 
he afflict thee; yea, that thou wert not fick, be- 
cauſe the Lord had forgiven thy iniquity. Nay, 
here is comfort tor thee even in Death it ſelf, it 
thou halt God for thy help, and he affords thee 
his gracious preſence, thou ſhalt not need fear to 
walk through that dark ſuburbs of Eternity. As 
dying, and yet ſhalt thou live. Death is but to thee 
a Portall into Everlaſting Lite; and what is a 
grimm Scrjeant to arreſt others, and *Purſevant 
to hale them to the place of Execution, ſhall be 


a welcom Meſſenger to carry thee into thy Fa- 


thers Houſe, and uſher thee into the [/Preſence- 
Chamber of thy endeared Bridegroom. And when 
thou art gathered to thy Fathers, though thou 
goclt to thy long , yet thou ſhalt not go to 
thy laſt home. Thy Exodus of Earth ſhall be thy 
Geneſis of Heaven ; and when the great Landlord 
of Heaven and Earth, by a Commiſfon direced 
from his Royal Court ſummons thine immortal 
Soul out of this Clay-tenement of thy Body , 
thou ſhalt enter upon thine upper Houſe, thoſe 
cyer-blefſed Manſions prepared tor thee z and this 
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Bird in thy breaſt, when once let looſe this pre- 


ſent cage where now it is impriſoned, and ſet upon 


the Tree of life in the midi of that heavenly Pa- 
radife, ſhall warble out the moſt melodious tunes, 
and ſweet and harmonious muſick to its Creator, 
even to the daies of Eternity. Let me conclude this 
conſolation with that of Solomon, Prov. 14. 32. 
The righteous hath hope in ki death : And add on- 
ly this challenge on this fide the grave for him 
againſt the finner. Take a child of God cloathed 
wath all poſlible diſadvantages, poverty, ſicknels, 
perſecution, even at the worlt that can befall a 
man on this fide Hell, and his condition is infinite- 
ly far better than any wicked mans on Earth, that 
hath ſumptuous buildings, furniſht tables, plea- 
fant children, great riches and revenues : So hap- 
py is he-above all the world beſides that hath God 
tor his help, the Lord tor his God. 

Fifthly and laftly, Let this contideration be a 
ſtrong per{walive both to the Saints and Pcople of 
God, to walk worthy his help, and ſinners, to 
labour to make him their God and help againſt an 
evil day. 

Firft, To Chriſtians, to walk an{werably to di- 
vine help and influx, both in a good, and in an 
evilday. Take the ſumm of this exhortation 
five or lix branches. Let the influence of Gods 
help be to you a ground of praiſe and thankful- 
neſs, of ſatisfaction and acquieſcence, of accels to 
him ou all occafions, of confidence m him in eve- 
ry condition, , of return to him according to your 
receivings from him, and of engagement and firm 
adherence to him, notwithſtanding all temptations 
to Apoliacy from him, | 
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Firſt, Matter of thankfulneſs. Rejoyce in the 
Lord at all times ;, Let ſongs of bencdiciee to him 
be ever in your mouths pay him the conltant tri- 
bute of acknowledgement. What an holy Pance- 
gyrick does David ling ? Pſal., 18. 12. What a fa- 
ous avouchment makes he? Pſal. 144. 1, 2. 
Where he gives God ath his titles : My firength, 
my goodneſs, my fortreſs, my ſhield, my high 
Tower, and deliverex: And ſo dces Feremiab, 
cap. 16. 19, Even proclaim Gods Name to the 
Gentilcs, that they might truſt in him. In Gods 
Name ſet up all your banners: Say with the 
Church, All our freſh ſprings are in thee. Nrtus 
ab ignoto fonte= but our ſalvation comes from 
Sion 3 thence the Lord commands the bleſſing. We 
hinde 0:2r Plalmiſt frequent in theſe contcfſions, The 
Lord is on my fide, Pſal. 118. 6. I will ſing of thy 
power, yea 1 will ſing aloud of thy mercy in the 
moraing, for thou haſt been my defence and refuge 
in the day of trouble= Pal. 59. 16, 17. And 10 
again, Pſal, 94.17. Unleſs the Lord had been my 
help, my ſoul had almeft dwelt in ſilence, when I 
ſaid, my foot ſlippeth, thy mercy, O Lord, beld me 
2: And fo the Church ſolemnly fings, under the 
enſe of her miraculous deliverance from variety 


of enemies; If the Lordhad not been. on our ſide— 


they bad ſwallowed us up quick--And ſee how [weet- 
ly ſhe cloſcth all, Pſal. 124 ut. Our help ftandeth 
in the Name of the Lord who mage Heaven 
and Earth. So may the ſoul fay, I was under 


ſuch a temptation, and had not the Lord helpt -Þ| 
mc, where had my ſoul been? under ſuch an af- 


fiidion, and had not he relieved me, I had ſunk 
and pcriſht in it for ever. How oft have I my 
= 42, an 
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and he pardoned me, prayed, and he heard me, 
waited, and he was gracious to me ? I was weak, - 
but he firengthened me, ſad, but he comforted 
me, troubled, but he (pake p:ace to me." -Amd fo 
may the Church of God: ſay, It the Lord had not; 
been on my fide, when the Sons of Belial afſo- 
ciated and bandicd againſt me, complotted and 
conſpired againſt me, faying, Come, let us:blot her 
name out of the book of remembrance, 'they ſhall 
neither know nor ſee til} we come in the midſt of 
chem, and cauſe the work ito 'ceaſe, L:had)been 
long ago overthrown and overturned. It was not 
my own bow or {word ſaved” me, but thy right 
hand that help:d me outof all my diſtreſles, Ic .i$ 
our great duty to rejoycein the-canfellioniof Gods 
Name in all our deftiverances'and falvations;'and 
co aſcribe te: him the glory that i5 his righerand 
due, This Plalmis Euchariltical, pcnhed on pur- 
poſe as a grateful acknowlgdgcment. We'ſhould 
ereRt ſtandirig) Monuments !of his goodneſs and 
love, and fay; Hitherto bath be belped wo, ſhew- 
ing to the, genexations to/aoine; the praifes of) the 
Lord, and the. wonderful works he' hath'dogde for 
owr ſouls,(Pſal:66.16,78,x878.4,5, 6:—Thatthey 
might alſo hope'in God = Ahd/(as thexe -alwagies 
appears that/in mercy,which' calls Tar of wn 
{© there are ſome delverancesithat have ſucts fignal 
remarks upon them, as we cannor poflibly: pals 
over withoyr ſpecial obſervation. + Bow'ofrUoes 
mercy cameiumdeferved; iunexpeted; undbtized 
ahd unprayedtoy,is diſtinguiſnng(weareptucht as 
fire-brandsout-of the fire, and6aken when: others 
are left) yeq exceeding! andſuperabundant/cotall : 
Qur hopes or thoughts How mnap en 2 
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dp me know, before we know our dangers? the 
dariger/ was jonly to: be. xead in the deliverance. 
How: many miſchicts do we eſcape, that by all 
our foxtcafiand prudence, we could. never have 
prevented; nor yet by our power oppoſed ? how 
many merges come pouring upon us, '\not one of 
which, by-all our diligence and indutiry, we could 
have: purchaſed or procured ? what good often 
arifeth to us out of our evils, and that proves our 
greatdlt advance, which we thought would have 
ex/aur {fatal and final downfall; and conduceth 

to -oardalvation, which ſeemed to promiſe no- 
thing but utter and jrrecoverable ruin :znd de- 
fixuftign.; - Gods - meicies thus renewed on us 
evcey morning, and his faithfulneſs every mo- 
ment;#6equize a capltant return of the ſacrihces of 
thankſgiving; but our fin and miſery;is, that our 
thapktulneſs. for mexcy, granted, is ho way pro- {| de 
ptytitmngble to our uhpartunity foxmexcy want<d | uF 
avd defied. ; Inourſixaits and afliftions we pro-F[ 57 
milcy great deal to the Almighty, but when once (6 
-gottan Qut. of thoſs. depths, we facrikegiouſly xab 
:theſand of our ſalvation, and puthum off with the 
farthnng;candlegk.s lute bp-devotian inſtead of a 
:thanke offering of; heart and lifeg wherein only 
. h&the ite. of thankfulnels, But:where theye 35 
! anArk for deliverance, there ſhould be an Altar 
fog thatikfulneſs;.: d: Sy WP RO !-7; 37 
- - | Pfhondly; Let this draw and; Engage us fo.: 
| comltant acceſs toGod ib all conditions, under al 
- Emgicxgencies:ang.octturrences of providence. | (Gd 
 to:this God for .hedlp-at all times.: Truſt in bjr 
.atcall times; and pour. forth your prayers before 
- him. Have recourſe! to him for fpuituals,'to-þbis 


promiſes 


th 
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promiſcs, for temporals, to his providence. Do 

your ſouls want pardon of fin, peace of fpirit, af- 
1 | tiftance to duty, ſtrength againit corruptions, 

e | grace for trials and ſufferings, fly ro your God. 

y | Docs Satan tempt, the world trown, friends prove 

f & upkiad, hopes diſappoint, all creatures fail, ene- 
d - 
n 

Ir 
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mies compals you about, yet go to him your 
help, and cry with David, Plead my cauſe (O Lord) 
with them that ſtrive with me, and fight with thoſe 

e | that fight againſt me. Whatfoever condition be- 
h |} falls you, your ſtate is never hopeleſs, why ſhould 
»- | it not then be fearleſs? never deſperate, why 
2- | ſhould you be diſconſolate? There's hope at che 
15 | bottoin, dum ſpiro ſpero, may be your Motto. The 
> | Royal aid of Heaven will affiſt and enable you 
of | againſt all oppoſitzons on Earth. ' Whom ſhould a 
ar | people go to, but to their God? He is-the confi- 
dence of the whole world; The liles ſhall wait 
upon him, and on Nis arm ſhall they truſt, Iſe. 
51.5. It's the gre# duty and fafety too of the 
ſoyl to truſt to and hopejn the Lord. ' It's the cha- 
raQer of a Saint to depend on God, Pſal. 33. 20: 
Our ſoul waiteth on the Lord, for he 2s our help and 
ſhield. Tr's a fign of ſincerity, to truſt in the Lord, 
and the evidence of an Hypocrite, to truſt to any 
36 thing belides him,” Fob 8. 15. Iſe. 14. 31. The 
J poor of his people ſhall truſt in bim; and Zeph, 
3-11. Thou fhalt leave in the midſt of them a poor 
AF people, and they ſhall truft in the Name of the 
Lord. Not patience, but faith is the higheſt com= 
mendation of a Chriſtian, This was Hezekzabs 
mJ grand Excomium given him by the Spirit of God 
J himſelf, 2 King. 18. 4. He truſted in the Lord 
4 God of Iſracl, and clave to him, God takes 
bet bi SFO 15 . pleaſure, 


7 
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pleaſure, and delights in them that hope in; his 
mercy, Pſal. 147.11. God hath curſcd all crea- 
tuxe-confidence. He hath pronounced them bie\- 


ſed, which hope in himſelf ; Yea, Bleſſed are they. 


thar have not tcen, and yet have believed. Irc's the 
highcſt picce of honour and happineſs, that any 
created being is Capable of, to xeccive influence 
from, and exerciſe dependance upon its Creator. 
There is an utter inſufhciency in all creatures to 
help; they may give painted comfort, ape a coun- 
rerfcit happinds, but never afford real or laſting 
conſolations. Yea, the foul may be reduced to 
ſuch 6 aits and exigencies, as all the power, wif- 
dom and induſtry of all creatures cannot give him 
xclicf, none but God help him (as under troubles 
of conſcience, and perplexity of ſpirit, none elle 


can ſuccour.) A wounded ſpirit none can bear, 


and only God can heal. If help comes there, 
it muſt come arosy, immediately from Heaven. 
Friends cannot help, Miniſters not help, experi- 
mental Chriſtians not help, prayers, tears, and 
duties not help, only the God of Heaven. And 
as he is ſometimes only able, fo he is himſelf al- 
waies able, when none <lſe can, either on the 
right hand, or on the left. ft's all one with him 
to help by many, or by few, or by none at all. 
He can deſtroy by friends, making the Gover- 
nours of Judah to their ſubjets, as well as 
the r enemies, like an hearth of fire among the 
wood, and likea torch of fire in a ſheaf, fo as they 
ſha)] devour all people round about; on the righe 
hand, and on the lefr. He can make the choiceſt 


and molt hopeful inſtruments, to prove , our 


vexcrs, and not our. Sayiours; He can cut off 
"1 » CW 
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-— mn Godlies Pillar of Help. 
the ſpirit of Princes, and be terrible to the Kings 


of the Earth. An Hoſt without him, much more 


agaiaſt him, 13 a vain thing for ſafety ; and a mul- 
titude as infignificant as a ſingle perſon 3 he can 
{mite heaps upon heaps, with the touch of his 
little finger, as Sampſon did once the Philitines 
with the Jaw-bone of an Aſs: He can blow on 
the moſt likely projets uſed for help and (upply, 
ſo as they (hall utterly fail, Fam. x, 11, The rich 
man ſhall fade away in his waies; not only che 
carelcG Prodigal in his wites of profuſcnels, but 
the moſt careful Uſurer,. diligene Mcrchant, in- 


duſtrious Trades-man in his wats of providence, ' 


to get the-world. God can blaſt the faireſt hopes, 
and greateſt deſigns whatſoever. And as he can 
ruin by the hand of triends, fo he can fave'by 
the hand of an encmy z when there is ns healer 
unto a ſoul or people, he can, he can yet do the 
cure : what is detigned and intended for evil, he 
can work good out of, and order for good to his 
People. And as he hath ability enough, fo rea- 
dineſs to work for his People. Though Father 
forſakes children, as Herod did his Antipater, and 
Husband Wife, as did Henry the eighth, and 
Prince his Favourites, as Ahaſpuerus did his (ub- 
jet Mordecai, and Hamay his Courtier, yet he 
will never forſike his People. And he can facilly 
help too in the greatelt extremities. Ic's but a 
turn of his hand, a ſhine of his face, and look of 
his countenance, and we are faved.And he is a ſure, 
ſteady, and faithful help, that will ſtand by us 
to the end; and in the end. And have not our 
ſouls had plentiful experjence ? and is there any 
thing that can more boy he and [trengthen faith, 
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the Godlies Pill tr of Help. 
than the remembrances of his paſt ſuccours ? 
Pſa. 61. 3, 4. Oh thercfore perſwade we our fouls 
(by all theſe twiſted Arguments) and lay them 
under a perpetual and irrevocable obligation fo 
hope in the Lord. O you that are young men,you 
' that areold men (for the Pfalmilſt calls on allſorts 
of men to truſt in the Loxd)) you that are com- 
ing into the world, make him the hope of your 
youth z and you that are going out of the world, 
make him the ſtaff of your age: You can never 
truſt God too much, nor the Creature too little. 
Hope in him for your bodies, for your fouls, in 
good daies, in evil, under private evils, under 
publick. Are you caſt into a troubleſome world, 
(Þ indecd you are in this preſent generation) go- 
Sy to Sea in a ſtorm, never ſuch a ruffle in the 
world, yet caſt your Anchor on God. When 
your credits, eſtates, liberties, health, wealth, 
trade, religion, your all lies at the ſtake, fill de- 
pend upen him. In times of greateſt hurlyburly, 
diſtraCtion and confuſion, yet be found waiting 
for him and his ſalvation. Were you in priſon, mm 
exile, in a wilderneſs, do not deſpair, Gods pre- 
ſence is with his People 'whereſoever they are caſt ; 
God can be with you in a prifon, as he was with 
Foſeph; ina dungeon, as with Feremiah; in'a 
Lions den, as with Daniel; nay,'if you were 
in Hell with Zens, he can make it an Heaven'to 
you. God is with his to the end of the Earth; 
he can ſupply all your wants, even ſpread a table 
for you in the wilderneſs, relieve all” your ftraits, 
11d you out of all youx dangers, deliver you from 
1 eg fears, do for you beyond your thoughts, 
. achixes or hopes. Should, or docs it go Om 
"'S n ion ? 
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Sion ?. are the Church and People of God low ? 
do hexenemies grow high, 'in(olent and triumph 2 
Is the Church upon the Cockboat of diſtrac 10ns ? 
arc there great diſorders and confuſions abroad , 
diviſions and unſcttlements at home, 1mpedimcnts 
in the way of reformation, ſo as ye loak for Peace, | 
and no good comes, and for healing, bat behold 
a time of trouble; go to God who goyerns the 
world, and the Church too. He ficers the ſhip, 
and though now tofſed with the tempeliuous | 
waves of animoſity,pride, and contention, will yet 
command' a calm, and bring it ſafely to ſhore. 
Deliverance ſhall come the way he hath ap- 
pointed, and the day he hath determined too , 
if not this or that, yet another day, and ano- 
ther way. He hath made, a ſtanding promiſc, 
that no weapon formed againſt her ſha]l yroſper, 
Iſa. 54. 17- And though Gebal, Ammon, and Amia- - 
leck, ſhould joyn together their heads, hearts 
and hands, and unite in never ſo many decp 
contrivances, cloſe conſpiracies, and factious 
cunning. ſiratagems, bold and daring attempts , 
firong combinations: Though Papiſts and Atheiſts, 


Jews, Turks and Devils , ſhould gl enter a 


eague and confederacy, yet they.be broken ; 


though they dig as deep as Hell, the counſels of 
Heaven would undermine them, and divine pro- 
vidence counterwork them (Iſa. 29. 15. Though 


they lay the train of never ſo cruel Fzh politick 
a delign, God would blow it up, and return the 
blifters upon their own faces. In the worſt of 
times, jt's your duty to hope for better. bec uor 
dur abunt etatem. God will giyc theſe an' end al- 


fo, he will create on every dwelling place.of 
to, he. a CY PUBIC 


4 t 
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Mount Sion (*tis a GoſpcI-promiſe ) and upon 


her Aſemblies 'a cloud; and ſmoke by day, and 
the ſhining of a flaming fire by night (as he did 
to Iſrael 1n the wilderneſs, to whoſe pillar of 
cloud and fire the Prophct alludes.) For upon all 
the glory ſhal] b: a defence. And though there 
be never ſo many lets in the way of mercy, God is 
able to tum hinderavces into furtherances, poy- 
ſons into medicines,deftrucions mto deliverances. 
O therefore at all times aud feafons, in all cafes 
and conditions, go to God as your help and hope, 
And if you would- know how ro mike your ap- 
plications to him, and at what ſpecial times and 
ſeaſons you ſhould hope and depend upon him, 
take a ſhort account in a few particulars. 
Firſt, What are the ſpecial feafons we ſhould 
o to'God in ? | an{wer, no time 1s amiſs. There 
15 as welcome going to God m a Sun- ſhine, as'm a 
ſtorm. Thcre is no time of addrifſe to God, 
but 'tis an accepted time, There may be a time 
when God will not be found, but never any when 
he will not be ſought. In time of fclicity, when 
we fit under the warming jnfluence of gracious 
providence, God ſpreads a table for us, and our 
cups overflow with his goodneſs ; This is - onc 
of the moſt noble, but yer one of the moſt difh- 
cult exerciſes of faith. When a man enjoys the || r 
fulneſs of the creature, yet to ret purely upon || a 
"the Creator. It was an high pitch of Paul, when || 
haying nothing, -yet to be as having all things; | f 
butyet a far higher attainment, when having 4ll 
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thivgs, yet to be as having nothing : Thus is one | © 
of the fublimeſt as faich can poſſibly exert. But | & 
the ordinary uſe of hope js in daies of adverfity, | x 


when 


- © 


The Godllier Pillar of :Help. 
when the ſoul eats the bread of carcfulneſs, and 


n 

d Nl drinks the wine ofaftoniſhment, - When«the wa- 
d |} ters come'into his ſoul, 'and all Gggs billows are 
f © ready to cover him, and ſwallowhim, ap. 'A tem- 
1 JN pſt is the ſeaſonable time for the Believer to throw 
e || out the anchor of his hope; eſpecially when a man 


Is Sz ; wed ek 
- Firſt, Under purſuits of divine wrath. -Gods 
s. || terrours drink up his ſpirit 3 his arrows o__ 
's | in him, /and his hand prefſeth him-+very fore. 
e, | While God is killing, his people ſhould be trufting. 
>- || There's no way ( under thoſe ) but of running 
d || from God, unto God, from the bar of his Juſtice, 
1, | to the Throne of his Grace 3 from him as an angry 
Judge, to him as a reconciled Father , frgm him 
d || as thedeſtroyer of finriers, to him as the Saviour 
e || of ſouls, and preſerver of his creatures. = As the 
a | Malcf@Ror fied to the City of Refuge, crying all 
, || along as he went, Refuge, Refuge, ſo ſhould: the 
e | ſoul fly co God either under the pourings out of 
n | perſonal wrath, as the Prodigal go his Father, or. 
n | offcnderto the Judge for pardon 3 or under the 
is | popular executions of his wrath on the world, as 
r | a Wife flies to her Husband for proteQion. Wheri 
ic | God is coming out againſt the world with ſword, 
3- | fire, famine, or peſtilence, then 'tis our wifdom to 
e || repair to him, who is an harbour in every tempeſt, 
n | a ſhelter in every ſtorm, a ſanQuary wherein the 
n | ſoul may ſecurely hide and repoſe under cver 
3 | firoke of divine vengeance. | 
II Secondly, Under the opprefſions of Satan, or 
e | oppoſitions of humane violence. Goas beggars to 
the Throne of Grace, to beg help in that time-of 
need. When the Kite comes, get under the 
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wings af (Gods Providence and preſence. So 
Did Denid , Pſal, 57; 1, Pſal. 143,,8. I fly to 
thee 40. hide ve : Thus Luther, I will goe and tell 
wy Ged. wi} 4 | 
Thizdiy, In the failure and difappointment of 
all Creatures, when all {econd Caules fail, then 
*cis time to: go to the firſt, and when the arm of 
fleſh breaks., then to lay hold on the; Father. of 
Spirits, So David, Pal. 73. 23. — and 1 Sqm. 
30: 6. when' he had loſt his wives, yet he rc- 
zoyceth an God as his husband. So the Church, 
Hab. 3. 17. As Gods folemn appearancesfor us, 
.engage us to trult in- Hum, Exod. 14. ult. Then 
they heleved the Lard, end his ſerugut Moſes. So 
do; the 'Cxeatures appearances againſt us, and 
| diſcouragements to us. ''Jhis was the founda- 
tion , .of . Mardecai's conclulion of Faith, Ejth. 
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NS Souechly ; Upon Impaſition, or undertaking 
of extraordinary burdens, whether of ſervice or 
| ſuffering. Thus, Meſes goes to God tor EloquenecY \ 
when the was to g9.in to Phargob, and bcecamef} ** 
-his accuſer and Gods advocate, ſpokeſinan for 
Jfrav!. So David going out aganlt Golzab, yent G 
out .in. the Name of the Lord, and J*hoſaphat, 
when to combat with the Ammonites beggs help 
| [from Heaven. Our Sayzour falls ;carnefily f0 
f Prayer when about, to. ſuffer. New fervices call], 6, 
A /for .new-Spplics, and great ſufferings propor- 
wg ſtrength and ſupport tg carry us through fa 

Tacm. . | F | 
Fifthly, Mnder falls yato. deep and ſore afflifti- - 
005: and diſtrefſes : As, under, luyprjzals by fears oh 
anddangers( what t4newe i in 
ay um ) 
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him ) {© under the fecling of piercing 'afliQions. 
"= 1 my diftreſs, faith David, I cried to the Lord; 
TY and our of the depths be beard me., When the ſhip- Y 
wrackt Soul :cannot ſwim to ſhore, yet let him % 
cry for help. The end God brings us into afflicti- 4 
ons is thatthey might bring us to himſelf, that 
off © might not truſt in our ſelves, but an him-the I 

living God. In times of perſonal diſtreſs or Viſi- « Þ 


«4 litation, wants, weaknefles, ticknefles,, ſcandals, 
þ conhinernents.,, baniſhments from our '/houſe and 
P home, and native'ſoil, yea underthe molt cruel 
- perſecurions, by tongue or hand, we may appaal 
_ with fob and David to Heaven, and have right 


d done us. When the Soul is like Noabs Ark float- 
ing vpon the top of theſe - waters, it mayireſt an 


4 God's holy Mountain. Thus we findethe Church 

"| betaking her {elf co God, inan ill time, a time 
1 | Of general corruption , ſore oppreſſion, and -ex- 
» treme depopalation, Mic. 9. 7. though it was foul 
MM under feet , ſhe [hopes :ito finde '1t -fair above 
refl beads and while ſhe found nothing+but a lour-. 
"cl 8 Earth, | preſurnesitoi{pye. a ſmiling Heaven. 


of Our Saviour bids us ,: not in glorious times, |but 
” || fad, = hang down, but hft up our heads, Luk. 
21. 28. 
fo Sixthly, Under dying apprehenſions. Thus:Da- 
all vid flyes to,Gods Covenant, and contirms by the 
» | Geſh atteſtations of his Faith his Viſion with, and 
th intereſt in' his God;, -when to take! his leave and 
farewell of all worldly interelis , -and the union 
i- between 'his'body and' foul was to-receive its 
difſolution, So'holy Fob when marching out of 
theworld, goes vutto his Redeemer. -Dhere: 15 
no'ſuch time as -a-dymg_ hour ,! to! truſt inthe 
_— 
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living God. ' And ſo much ſhortly to thar firſt 
Qu ttion, | 
Secondly, How muſt we make-our addrefles 
to God fo as in an evil day to finde help from 
him : Eſpecially theſe five manner -of ways ; 
Firſt, By Soul-abaſement and humiljation, ac- 
6. knowledging our own unworthine( and inſuf- 
|» ficiency , that we are leſs than the leaſt of all 
'$ | Gods mercies, unworthy any crumm that falls 
from his Providential Table. Indeed as long as 
we can ſtand upon our own leggs, we will not go 
to God: (The Ehilde as long as he can maintain 
himſclf, will not come home to his Father, 9 but 
when we are fallen, then we are glad of help 
This is that hath always obtained with God tor 
particular mercy and publick (alvation 3 and hath 
been the conſtant garriage and bchayiour of his 
people in their addreſſes to him , though they 
come to him boldly as to a Father, yet withall 
humbly as to their King. Thus the Centurion, 
I am not worthy thou ſhouldeſt come under my roof. e 
Thus the Prodigal, Father, I beve ſinned againſt |? 
thee, and againſt Heaven : So the Woman of Ca-1® 
nean , Truth Lord, the dogs, &&c, So in publickS* 
ſuits, Abraham comes not with duſt and aſhes-on 
his head only, but in his mouth alſo, when a (o- pr 
licitor fox Sodom. Ezra, Nebemigh, and Damiel, pl: 
preſent themſelves with great humiliation before 
God, when praying for the people, So the Prin- 
ces of Iſrael when captivated by Shiſhak, humblc H 
themſclves, and ſay, the Lord is righteous, 2 Chron. yy 
12.6, 7. and {o the Church, Iſs, 64. 7. When 
ſhe. ſtirs up her (elf to take hold upon God, ſhe f | 
.conkefieth he had hid his face from her for Fer be 
pes LOTT ms 
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ſins, and conſumed. her for her iniquities: The 
Word vpboldeth bll that fall, and raiſeth up them 
es £'Þ a7 be boweg down, Plal. 445. 14. If. we would 
tinde acceptance” with God, we muſt go to him, 
as that good King, Lord, wy know not what to 
dge. Lord, T'am under fuch a guilt, under ſuch 
TA þ temptation, under ſuch a want, or affliction, 
a1 042d I know not what to doe, but mine eyes are 
11s (*2Wards thee. And that's the ſecond, with re- 
nunciation of all Creature-helps, and carnal con- 
tidences: God” never loves to give his people 
mercy, till they know not where to hayeit elſe; 
hen they know not what to do, then he will let 
them know what he can do. Thus the Church 
oy goes to.God, Fer. 3. 23, 24-— and cap. 14. 22, 
ch and fo Iſp. 26, 13.— When all our Ciſterns are 
his | ried up, then is a fit time for God to open the 
windows cf Hcaven. If, we would have Soul- 
help we muſt deny our ſelves, and diſclaim all 
creature-props , and ſtayes, ordinances, duties , 
wy; graces, priviledges, and if outward help, we muſt 
inſt abandon all Creature-dependencies. The' hand 
-,_ | muſt be tirſt emptied, that receives aily gifts of 
: x; | &race and mercy from Heaven. | | 
Thirdly, By Prayer and'Invocation. Its Gods 


y- promiſe in leading his people ro their reſting 
ie}, | place, that with weeping and ſupplic ations be would 
{lead them, Jer. 31. 9. Aſa in his great ſtrait goes 


in.$f9 God by Prayer, and beggs and implores help, 
biel ? Chron. 14. 11, He cried untd' the Lord, and ſaid; 
Help as, O' Lord our God. $0 Hezekiab, Lord, un- 
dertake for me, The Apoſtle dires us to the 
throne of grace for help; which Paul attending 
found this anſwer, My grace #s ſufficient. gt 
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is the bucket of Heayen., [e's the Pfgleids litfle 
| River in. the City of God, Rſal,”46., At which 


and be heard me, P(3]. 34- 4: They ſha ye ray F/T 
to me— and I willgive you an expeied end, Jer. 29, 
For ll hep things I will be inquired If by the houſe 
of Iſrael, Ezek. 36, 374 Prayer Is the congition 

mercy ; We mult call, though we neyer ſo taſty 
expect. If we fiop gur mouths, God will ſtop 
his: hand ; and leave off asking, God will leave off 
giving and granting, Sometimes God is found 
of thoſe who ſeek him not, (poteſt inveniri, non 


given his Spirit, he will be ſought of all that finde 
hun. Prayer is vehiculum divine miſericargie, the 
Chariot 1n. which the King of Heaven. comes 
down graciouſly into. ous fouls. Prayer indeed 
camat haſten mercy 2s to Gods time, but it may 
as to gurs3 not as to the time he hath je lo, 
(but his Promiſe !/being conditional |) it may as 
to the time by us cxpeged. And. the aſſurance 
mercy ſhould not prevent duty, hat enforce it : 
.ccrtainty of the end, cſtabliſheth and con-' 
firms the uſe of the means If we would have 
mercy frpm. God, we ;muſt not þc tpo proud or 
ſhameface't to. beg; 3t, but take words with us, 
and ſay; Take away, miquity, and Yeceive 1 gra- 
czouſly.. When we are laid by affliction flat on our 
backs, then haye we a fit opportuwty ;to lqok 
up to:Heaven, ;and ſay, Behold us, O' Lord, look 
ypan.us, and our affigtions, remember the 
troubles and lorxows, of our hearts; come and 
heal us,.and help us; fox;thou alone azt our flay 

fauſt, .ous {uccoug. and ſypport, .qur Prop 
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come up.All the touls goods. I fought the Lord, 


of 


pervenirt) as to the firſt grace, but having once 
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made many large and excellent promiſes ta prayer 
under 'perſonal;. - and alſo publick, calamitiesy 
2 Chron. 7; 14. "If, my, people pray 5+ (And ' Fer 
boſaphar-:irgeth this pronuſt iniprayer,..z Chron. 
20. 9. I when evil. comes:.0n W -- 4nd. we'rry tt 
thee 'in'cur | afflitiion,” then | hear and help...» God 
knows how to give olit, mercy, but he will. have 
this homage ot ay Gags ask, 'and; then will 
not; cannot deny; Luk, 18,7. Duanto; wagie 7 
Fourttily, By faith and helieving; Hg chat ſpeeds 
in his acceſſes mul; believe. 'As prayer--muſi- be 
mide, ſo faith miſt be ated. He gives grace ahd 
glory to.them'that twuſt jor Him, .; Faith (grades at 
Heaven, and fetchgth-in large incormesof mexey; 
Prayer may knock and; beg for mency;! but faith 
receives;,it, though: pot 49 menus. {ahengnti, yitt, 
mendichutis. An wabcliever can receive: nothing 
from the Lord. -7Faith is ro-prayet; as: fire its 
pouder;;: the /piece. will \hot, off withaut :it,'nat 
make-any report. ; Withaut faith;wmgs it, prayer 
can.neverrcach Heaven,cand therefore-not. bruig 


| down any thing thence;.... Prayer is'xherſtup, bat 


hv —_— Nay wo muſt Fi! ro! ay hx 
df: pe. KEaith, withqut prayer; 4 ouba 
Dl brew EAT -Piyer 
without: faith, is but' a beating the Air, 1, Wt- 
certain found , os vain canting}: BY athe. eazs; of 
Hravem, 7:0 -- (ihuoikc, i, guitioTNus Tub 

Fifthly, By:zveturhing: xeſalutions./: He tht 
'would cbme to Gb, -{qas to obtaity tercy,) muſt 


refblve ſo to:come,c;zas never; to:depart fromhul 
. mod by: imiquity} Q-Htae}, return #64be Lardauh 


the Prophet; from'whom thou hoft fellent Hol1 + 
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1. MH : Bebold I frame evil, aud deviſe a 
inſt you, return you uew every man from 


So Fey. 
devict 
bus evil way, and makg your waies and your "gs 
00d, There is no coming tq-God to beg only 
Forchier liberty of ſinning againſt him. - 1 will hear, 
faith David, -what God will ſpeak,, for he will ſpeak, 
peace to bis People Fund bis Saints, but let them not 
turn' again tofolly;” God will never befiow his fal- 
vation for us, -to make 'it- only a fomentation to 
our corruption.” When'Iſrael 'kept- cloſe to God, 
then he helped them when -1# alf their firaits aud 
calamities'they called upon himh; but when-they 
rebelled againſt him, he gave them up into the 
hand of the Nations. Surely his Glvation 15nigh 
them that fear him, and keep his Covenant a 
penicent, humble, obedient frame, 1s requiſite in 
all our approaches to Heaven. a turning to God 
with faſting, weeping and mourning, a reſolve to 
offer him the: calves of bur lips. The Prophet 
hath /it : excellently, Iſz, 21.12. We muſt en- 
quire; cecurn'and come. Such approaches-to God 
alwaics are welcome to-him;' and ſucceſsful to his 
People. That's the ſecond. ; 
+1 Thirdly, This is a ground of ſatisfaRtion'and 
acquieſcence'to the People of God. His help may 
be ſufficient to give our ſouls contentment under 
i the fails or wants of the creature. ; The 
' Apolile (in that holy paradox) bids us be-care- 
ful for nothing, not anxiouſly -- but iy" every 
thing make our requeſis known to God with 
prayer and thankſgiving -- Phil. 4. 6, Daty and 
ferviceis our 'work, care and providence 
"The child takes mo care, becauſe he hath a F: 
- to; provide for him z nor is the Wife follicitous, 
- © becaulc 


' The Godltes Pillar of Help. 
becauſe ſhe is provided for by her Husband 3 we 
mult not wear, diltratt our hearts with need- 
leſs fears and cares about worldly reliefs or com- 
forts; 1h Twaoidw, Was our Saviours caution, 
let not your hearts be roiled, as waters with 
ſtirring, or troubled, as a ſhip with tolling. Nec 
abeo, Careo, aut curo, may be the Chriſtians 
Motto, We ſhould not envy wicked mens ful- 
nels, when as we have an intereſt jn Gods. Al- 
ſuthciency ; nor neceſſitate him for lower blef- 
lags, when he hath given us the better part, Ho- 
ly Facob was brought to an exccllent pitch of con- 
tentation, upon his expzrience and obſcrvation of 
providence, when he vowed to God, that if God 
would be wich him, and keep him mm the way he 
was togo, and give him but bread io eat, and 
rayment to put on, then the Lord ſhould be his 
God, Gen. 28. 20, If God givcs us neceſſarics, 
why ſhould we ſtand on ſuperfluitics ? Lt me ask 
thy ſoul (Chrittian) but this one queſtion, whe- 
ther thoa wouldeſt part with thy hope ot an in- 
terclt in thy God for all the world ? And if God 
hath given thee the beſt things, why ſhould 
thou doubt or diliruſt his providence for the 
worlt ? why doubt ye, O ye ot little faith ? does 
God provide for Ravens, and will he not provide 
for his Sons and Daughters ? he that fecds the 
Sparrows, and cloaths the Lillies, will never ce 
his children ſtarve or periſh. It's ſtrange to (ee 
how carnal men can trutt their Mammon of the 
world, and yet Chrittians cannot truſt the ever- 
living God. Strange, that we can truſt God with 
our ſouls, and yet hardly truſt him with our bo- 
dies, This ſpeaks a living by ſenſe, more than 
Q. by 


«The God/ier Pillar of Help. 
by faith. :. fizange, that we gould trutt him before 
we Knew [111094 a way of; gracious -acquatatance 
with him, and gow doubt him, when we have 
had (ſuch plentiful CXPEFICNCE, of him ? They, who 
know his Name ſhould truft in him. 
. Fo! rthly,; This lates a guſt ground for, return 
unto God tor all reccipts ot- help and influence 
trom him. :. Gracc ſhould, aſcend, where it,:does 
deicend;- pravaledye asks ſyrvice. What hall I 
render ? ſarth David, Pſal..116-12, It was charged 
on H: z:k;ab, that be returned not to the Lord 
according to. the benefit done to him (the help at- 
tord:d himagainlt the King of Aſſria.)- 2 Chron. 
32. 25. But who can give to the Lord ? or what 
can man be profitable to his Maker ? Indeed we 
have ndthing. worthy his acceptance 3 all our du- 
ties have ng turther value in them, than: what 
grace puts upOJ3 them : , as gilded and cnamel'd 
with his gracious, acceptation in Chriſt, ſo they 
become only beautiful and precious in his 6 ght. 
But though God expects no full compenſation, 
he doth a xight and juſt improvement, And there 
as but a twotold way of improvement. By ſtudy- 
ing the adyance of Gods honour and glory, and 
communicating to the wants.and neceſlitics of gur 
Brethren... .. 

Firſt, For;Gods glory, Dots the Lord help us? 
ie's but* realonable we ſhould help him. Let us 


help him againſt the mighty ;, but God ſtands in 


no weed of Qur help; he will maintain his own 
cauſe, we ma Ls God alone to govern the world: 
yet we finde Gad himſelf once asking the quettion, 


Pal. g.4, 16., Who ſhall riſe up for me againſt the 
. evil drers , who GT /tand up for me againſt the 
workers 
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The Gadlies Pillar of Help. . 
workgrs of iniquity ? Who is on my ſide? who? The 
cauſe and -jntereſt of God ſometimes 1s leaning, 
ſcems falling 3, and though God docs not need 
aur help, yet he ſometime requires it, not chuſing 
to a& in, a more immediate way, but like the Ma- 
ſter,- ſtands and looks on, while his men do his 
work. And we may be aſſured, God will cake it 
very heinouſly, if we ſee it carted for want of 
putting £@ our ſhoulders.- O let us then be zealous 
for God, and appear for his cauſe; truth and glo- | 
ry 3 appear in our places-againſ fin, and for ho» 
lineſs. As we would ever have God appear for 
us at thelaſt,day, when he comes out againſt the 
world ;. {> let us appear for God in our day,when 
the world are going out agaialt him. With what 
face or confidence dare- we; look God in the face 
at judgement, and delire him to ſtand then by us, 
when our conſtiences ſhall accuſe us? Time was 
when: we would not ſtand by him, or venture 
any: thing fqr him, and tcll us withall, that he 
that denzes;Chriſt before men, he will deny before 
his Father in Heaven. + | 

, Secondly, For our Brethrens ſupply. As we 
have received, fo let us communicate. Commu- 
nicate 'to other poor ſouls that need our help. 
When converted our ſclves, we ought to 
firengthen our Brethren. The world is for uſe, 
not for enjoyment, grace tor both: We are not 
owners, only Stewards of thoſe talents God hath 
concredited, and he will expe& an account of us, 
according to our receipts ought to be our diſburſe- 
ments; and never did any ſoul loſe by his layings 
out for GoJ, but he Gliciently reimburſed him. 


The liquor of mercy is on purpole put by God 
Q_2 ito 
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into broken Veſſels, that it might run out' to 
others. We ſhould do what in us lies to hand Chriſt 
and Gracc, thoſe; gifrs of God to our Brethren 3 
our Lamps ſhould be filled with Oyl, that others 
might borrow of us, at leaſt light trom us. It was 
Fobs commendation, that he was eyes to the bhad, 
and feet to the lame; he fed them with his mor- 
ſels, cloathed them with his raiment, harboured 
them in his houſe, Fob 31. It's much m re our 
duty to endeavour the illumination of blind 
minds, and recovery of lame ſouls, and help chem 
by the crutches of our prayers, tears, and coun- 
ſels, who cannot as yct ttep without them. If our 
neighbours beaſt be in the ditch, we ought to help 
him out, and much more his ſoul, when about 
plunging into Hell. When one neighbours houſe 
15 on fire, all the nejghbour-hood will contribute 
their beſt ability to quench it, and ſhall we not 
I:nd our helping-hand to extmguiſh the flames of 
divine wrath, which our Brothers foul hath al- 
ready kindled upon him, and wherein he is like 
to burn elfe to all eternity ? And as gracek(s fin- 
ners ſtand in need of our help, fo oftentimes do 
comfortleſs Saints; they are weary and heavy 
laden, and would be glad of a lift at their burden, 
To a man afflicted, pity ſhould be ſhown of his 
friend. No truer fign of grace than a compal- 
fionate ſenſc of the wounds of a troubled con- 
{cience ; and no ſurer ſign of a deſperate mind, 
devoted to deſtruction, than a want of ſympathy 
with them. The end God comforts us, 1s, that we 
may comfort others? 2.Cor. 1.4. And he expets, 
being our (clves converted, we ſhould firengthen 
our Brethren ; we (ſhould not be ciſterns, to keep 
al 
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all in, but conduits to let run out our gifts, graces 
and'eXprriencecs to others, It's the rareſt Art in 
the world, to comfort afflicted conſciences; every 
Chriſtian ſhould endeavour to be well ski]l'd in 
it/'” By diſtributions of grace -and comfort to 
others, we ſhall become gainers, and loſe no more 


than the Sun does of light, or the Fountain of 


water, by affording us their beams and ſtreams. 
Virtus eundo creſctt. Natural motions may ſpend, 
but this ſpiritual increaſeth. It's pity the talents 
of grace ſhould ever lie dead by us, and ſuch holy 
ulury and improvement alwaics brings in the 
greateſt increate, and largeſt revenue, And in- 
deed a Chriſtian hath no more grace, than he well 
improves for Gods glory, and his own and others 

ood. And as we mult communicate to others 
ſouls, ſo totheir outward conditions too that need 
our help. Feed the bungry, cloath the naked —As we 
have opportunity, do good to all men, with ſuch 


ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. Charge them 


(faith the Apolile) that are rich, that they be rea« 
dy to diftribute ... And he that hath this morlds 
goods, and ſeeth bis Brother need, and hath ao com- 
paſſion on him, bow dwelleth the love of Godin bim ? 
The merciful is bleſſed, and he ſhall finde mercy, 
but let him never exp:& mercy from God, that 
hath no mercy for man. God will one day ſhut 
his heart as cloſe as ever he did his purſe, and 
Reaiten his bowels to him, as he did his bounty to 
his Brethren. The bill at the laſt day runs m 
negatives, and God will cauſe both the gallant and 
worldly muck-worm, ſhortly to know, that he 
gave them eſtates, not to lay out on their backs 
and bellies; and monies, not barely to trade with, 

Q 3 and 
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and treaſure up for their followers., , but to. do 
good within theiri generations by aQs of piety 
and charity as occaſion was offered them, ; Chriſi 
will 'go on the other fide from their Souls; ano+ 
ther day, who row paſſed on the other fide;with 
a bare naked: view of their Brethrens, bleeding 
condition. It was good Nebemiabs glory,'- That 
he did not oppreſs the poor , but relieve them. 
It-will be a fcarfull cxy againſt rich hoarders at 
the laſt day, which all the cravings, and ſtarvings 
of the poor amongſt them | will ſend qpt. againſt 
chem. The Apoſile gives us a report. of jt, 7am. 

« 4, 54 Pure Religion, end undefiled 4,89 viſit the 
Cabirlep and widow, ayd to keep @ mans ſelf un- 
ſpotted in the World, It's reported of. the, Deer, 
that they in ſwimming 'over a River help each 
other by leaning on one anothers backs, and when 
the formott be weary:he, comes hindmol}. And 
the ſtory of the Belly in the Fable is not unknown. 
So ſhould: we help each other in our paſſage to 
Heaven. | 

Fiftthly, Let this be a' ground of confidence in 
God under all trialls and troubles z let us-ngt.caft 
away .our- confidence, for it hath a ſyre foundas 
tion, and thercfore ſhall have great xecompenſe 
of reward : Let us not deſgond, but depend on 
God for help in all our. tixaits : {ft up aur eyes 
to the beavens , whence:cometh our. help, as the 
Pſalmiſt hath it, Pſal. 121. 1, 2- Not that we 
ſhould:not make ufe of all, lawfull means, under 
trouble; .avd do like him (who beibg plunged in; 
to a ditch, would not ftirre , but Ray.:tzI, God 
helpt him out ), This is to. tempt Gogdz,aud not 
ro truſt him. Qui vatet molam , vitat farinam. 

| Reliance 
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Reliance; on the fir Cauſe-deliroyes not the ue, 
of the ſecond. There 1s 2 great deal ot;diference 
between uting of mtans.and reliing gn them : 
As it's evil. to-uſe, means, 'and not reſt on God, 
( thus 1s carnal contideng;2, {o it's: 4gzwzo depend 
on God out of the uſe-gt;M-cans , ({\way's daring 
prelumption.). Taough God hath degermiu'd all 
ltates, conginons and 'changes , no{withliiuding 
his decrecs,*'a man may fltarve tor. want Gi tood,! 
and die for want of Phytick too, God hah de- 
creed neceſſary means, 11,grder to fuck 3nd 4uch 
ends, and he that would abtajn the, mcreyrGod 
hath promiſcd,, mult. uſe-gae means he} hath ap-; 
pointed: But notwithſtanding this Caution, we. 
muſt not fo- loox dawa on. th: Vailey, as-not, 
withall, yea, chiefly andeprincipaily,to look: up. 
to the: Hills, nor fo view, Eirth , as met-wythe 
meantime. ( with that, Cardinal ) to have leifure 
to look wp to Heaven,; © 'tis a {weetrtiung to 
{ce our Mergcs-and ſpphes coming tzpm Gods: 
right. hand,;.and dropping, to. us tram Haven. 
Happy, it 1s,4p all condigions.to, have a-God to 
fly to,, and;to iacourage ,oar ſelves in; When; 
we are reduced to greas;tiraits, aud all the World 
ſcems to bein an upcaar, ;apd blended ina Chaos. 
of contuliqn ,, and we ;asgyjamuzefd and amazed ,. 
then to have a Gyd to xepgle and contide in, 15 an; 
infinite mercy. © O.leaxn,ax8 to trult and hopenn; . 
this our God at all times, Who would; not«truſt 
this Gad, who is (o able: and fo ready, 91 help? 
Tg} him for your ({|lves, wich your Bodigggiyour 
atcs, :yQur Souls,, your all ; Truſt higyfor the 
Chuxzgh, truſt him in _time,ot mcns, fhexgelk per» 
| | Q 4 ſecu'1on 
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ſecution; truſt him in time of his own immedi- 
ate Viſitations., 

But it may be you will objec and fay, we are 
unworthy of any ſuch help or influence, and 
therefore cannot put forth ſuch confidence. But 
remember; God do's allfor bis people gratis, all 
eracioufly from firſt to Jaft, for his Names fake : 
He blots out iniquities, heals backſlidings, repairs 
his peoples breaches, and all for his Names fake. 
Take. one place for all, Iſ, 48. 9. For my Names 
ſake will I deferre mine anger — This 1s the grand 
argument Gods people mtiſt on in all their ap- 
plications for mercy, Fer;'14.- Dan. 9. And the 
flagg of defiance he hung out, and the ſtanding 
challengc he made to Jr ael in all his BenefaQtons 
to them, Not for your ſakes — Conſideration of 
our unworthinels ( if {entible of jt, and rightly 
affeted with it) is fo fartrom being a difcourage- 
ment , that it ſhould be to us rather an encou- 
ragement'to come to God on all occaſions, whe- 
ther for our ſpiritual, or our temporal eftates and 
conditions. God is worthy4o give, and will not 
ſay as Alexander once , -when one asked him a 
groat, that that was too hetle for a King to give, 
and a talent too much for a Beggar to receive, but 
will give like a King, 'uke'a God, though we be 
never ſo unworthy to receive. Free grace delights 
to triumph in ſinners unworthineſs., 

But it may be, unbdief will obje& and (ly, 
It's in vain, we have waited a long time upon the 
Lord. fer help, and none'eomes, for ſtrehgth ug- 
der fudya temptation, for. comfort under fuch 
an affliction, for dcliverancc out of ſuch and fuch 
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The Godlies Pillar of Help. 
traits and trialls , for ſalvation for his Church 
and people , but yet no fign of his coming, the 
Chartot-wheels of mercy draw heavily : God hath 
forſaken us, there 15 no hope, why ſhould we 
wait on the Lord any longer? Notwithſtanding 
all this C my Soul ) It's good to hope, and quiet- 
ly to wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. 

In anſwer to this cavil,confider but, Firft, That 
God do's not always work according to our plat- 
form. We would chalk out the way of Provi- 
dence, limit the holy one of Iſrael, preſcribe to 
Omnipotency and Eternity for the time and 
manner of our deliverance : but this is to go be- 
yond our laſt, over-ſawcy boldneſs, and malepert 
preſumption. Who art thou O man, that 
wouldlt fit at God's Councel-table, or become 
his Dire&or ? Shall the Clay preſcribe to the 
Potter his way of workmanſhip ? God do's all 
things in infinite wiſdom and holineſs, and works 
all things according to the Counſel of his own 
will. God indeed is a furchelp to his Peopk, yet 
he do's not always help them, perfely, viſibly, 
or preſcitly. 

Firſt, Not perfectly, mercy is at firſt an Em- 
bryo, and Infant, betore it comes to any ftature 
and proportion. The motions of Providence arc 
great (God is doing many things at once,'and one 
deſign is lodged in the boſom of another ) and' 
theretoge flow, though fure. Providence is forced 


to ride Circuit, go farre about, before it can effe& 


and accomplith Gods intended purpoſes; and oft 
the furtheſt way about proves the neereſt home. 
We muſt nat (as Luther was wont to ſay) judge 
of God's Comical Tragtdies before the laſt = 

| e 
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The PiQture though a, rude draught at firſt, be- 
fore the Limner hath done with jt, becomes a 
poliſhed;piece. . God do's (as that famous Painter 
an{wercd;,when he was taxed tor-his tediouſneſs 
in drawing Veaus's Picture.) eternitats, pingere , 
catriss On a delign for Eternity, by all the. pre- 
ſent revolutions of Providence , which: though 
the blinde.,World cannot; uow behold the beauty 


of, yet at the lalt day will appear glorious to the. 


view. of :men and Angels. _  - 

Secondly, Not vilibly., Gods Providence off, 
when it works for a man, ſcems to work againſi 
him. Facob thought all things were againlt him, 
when all went well on.hus tide. It was a good 
obſervatiog. of Luther , that God uſcth to work 
by contrarzes for his Chuxch, to bring light out 
of gdarkugt, and Heaven gut of Hell.. Gods ways. 
are often in the Deep, and his paths hidden and 
unknown,, Thou hideſt thy ſelf, O God of Iſrael, 
the $Sguiour. ' The Devil, fiift comes with the 
ſwecteft, and at, lalt with the ſhaxpelt ; God on 


. 
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the contrary makes a ſad. beginning, but a blefſed 


and comfortable end. — ye have ſeen the; end of 
the Lord. God indecd uſually comes to the wic- 
ked tiſt,, with a hleſbing, and latt with agudge- 
ment, but £9, Þis people fxlt with a judgement, 
and laſf,with a bleſſing. The wicked have the typ 
of the” Cyp.gf mercy ,, but the dregs of. that of 
wrath, :,; The Saints lip.ot the. Cup of weagh, but 
have the -þquom of that, of mercy, Now, the fur- 
ther; off the) approaches of mercy arc, the more 
invilble...The Prophet, {pcaks ot the Iyterſftitium. 
betwgen, the Law, andthe Goſpel, that 1t ſhquld 


be a day -alt dark and half light.,, Zh, 14 8. 


And 
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And *tis alwayes darkeſt and coldeſt a little before 
break ofzday : We are no competent Judges of 
divine, operations. , God was in that place. and 
Facob knew.jtnot ; we often fear a Devil of fury, 
when, there's nothing but an Ange] of mercy, 
and look. ngy. on that {jde of the Piture, which 
hath,che face'ok, a þeautifull Virgin, but the other” 
that, hath the affrighting took ot an ugly and de- 
formed Monſter. Mynoab , when God came to. 
viſit him, thought he came to murder him : when 
God comes to comfort, us, then we are well- 
pleaſed, but let him come to humble, refine. and 
purge, better and reform us , then we cry out 
Undone, We are ſenſible when he gives us fuller 
aſſurance, but not when he woxks in us more, 
holineſs.,. $9 let Chriſt appear in his glory in his 
Church, let. him give her a Year of Tubilee, then. 
her Chuldren lift up their heads 3: but let him ap-, 
pear in the prefiguring ſigns, and ſhake all Na- 
tions., .comg with Fire and Sword, then mens 
| hearts, cxemble for fear, and ſcarce is faith to be 
found in the Earth. - But the intinitcly wiſe God 
* | hath-private, Channdcls 6-7 Conveyanccs of grace, 
| whicharenota whit I ſure, becauſe more hid= 
den and,{ecyet. SE | 
And thirdly, not preſently. As God. works not 
according to our —_y {o he takes his own time. 
That leadF';to the ſecond. He alwayes obſerves 
not, nay ſeldom or never out time. Chriſt would 
do. nothing before his hour came. It is not for 
us to. know the times and ſeaſons which God 
hath 4 in his.own Power. All Fw; ſhall 
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( not do at, preſent) work, togetber for goog, take * 
the whole piece, when fizuſht, and it will appeat | 
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excellent. God hath an appointed time', which 
once come, mercy ſhall ſtay no longer. Exod. 12. 
wlt. The very ſame day Iſrael went out of Egypt by 
their armies. In that inſtant Daniel was praying, 
the ſeventy weeks being determined ; comes a 
Dove with a Letter in its wing, an Angel flying 
to him wich intelligence of the return of their 
Cap'ivi'y. There is a ſet time when he will have 
mercy on $94, God (ent this Son m the fulne(s 
of time. When the Ammyorires (ins be full, he will 
judge them , thoug': it be four hundred years 
firſt, he had not forgotten th:m 3 one day with 
him is as a thouſand, and a thouſand years «but as 
yeſterday, as a Watch in the night. And when 
Gods peoples graces beat the full, he will then 
come and fave them. He gathers his fruit when 
ONCe T/P*. God does not alwayes ride poſt, or 
mercy come on the wing, but though it be long 
firſt, it ſhall ſurely come at laſt, and the longer 
in coming, , the better and more wclkcom 3 -mer- 
cies ſoon ripe are ſoon rotten, ſoon gorten ſoon 
loſt ; but thoſe which coft us dear, and are the 
fruit of many prayers, tears and ſorrows, and re- 
Cults of much faith and hope, waiting and pati- 
ence, are ſweeteſt and ſurcfi, our Benjamins and 
mott beloved darlings. 'God hath bound himfelt 
by promiſe to his people for the thing, but not 
for the time, and he does not therefore obſerve 
the ſooneſt but the ſeaſonablelt time, nor fo con- 
fider our necd, as not alſo to reſpect our fitnels, 
_ and (6 his own glory. | He can work when he 
pleaſcth : Nullum tempus'bccurrit Regi—. and if he 
does not when we debire, it's but a juſt gequital ; 
for as his time was not ours in —— 
0 
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ſo *tis but cqual our time ſhould not Þe his in 
coming to us. But yet his delaies are no denials, 
and mercy may be nearcſt, when it ſeems furthe 
off; Faith knows Gods time is the beſt, and is 
willing to ſtay for its portion, till he pleaſcth to 
pay it z alwaies ſaying, Not mine, but thy will be 
done. If God comes not ad boram, he will ad 
ſalutem: the longer the Phylick remains in che 
body of the Patient, the more effeQtual will be 
its operation; And the longer the veſſel of prayer 
be” gone, the greater lading it brings with it, 
when .it once comes hoine. Haſty births com- 
monly miſcarry, and how fad a cafe will it be to 
loſe a mercy, or have it ſpoiled, and have half a 
mercy inſtead of it, for want of a little longer 
waiting ? The Souldier will bc vexcd to purpoſe, 
if he delivers the Caltle, when as 1f he had ſaid 
but a tew daics longer, rclief had come certainly, 
What gat Say! by poſting the Sacrifice before Sa- 
muel came? It might have cat him to the heart, 
if it did notto think, that had he waited but a 
few daies longer, he had faved both his life and 
his K:ngdom. Impatience hathloſt or impaired 
many a mercy. God will grant our patient, ſo- 
ber, (ubmiſlive requeſts, but never in mercy our 
reſtleſs and too 1mportunate defires. Theſe make 
him often. give us royal favours in anger, and let 
his wrath enter our ſyuls, while yet our meat 
is in our mouths, The Church had learnt bettes 
manners, than tobe (o haſty, ſo quick and ſnatch- 
ing, Iſa. 26. 9. Inthe way of thy Fudgements bave 
we waited for thee. It's too great a boldneſs to 
make our watch a rule for Gods Sun; our ſeeme 
ing diſiructions often uſher 1n our cclr_ 
an 
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The Godlies Pillar of Help: 
and our todo great haſte far-dehverance oft, Þroves 
our deliruction. | 


' But thirdly, We may {ay, our caſe is (ad, our, 


miſery great, we are under ſore trials and tempta- 
tions, have: met with many diſappointments, (6 
as. we have no hope, our caſe 1s deſperate, our 
diſcaſe 15 grown incurable, To which I anſwer, 
the ſadder our condition, the more hope. The 
greater mans, miſery, the more Gods pity, and 
deeper our affliction, the hjgher his afteQtion. It's 
the more honour to God to work, when others 
have thrown it up; and the greater glory to this 
heavenly Phyſitian to do the cure when *tis grown 
opprobrium medicorum, the {corn to all others. God 
delights to come 1n at a ſtrait, to know his People 
ina day of adverlity : To fiay till all our power be 
2one, our hope periſhed, and we have given over 
praying, ſeeking, waiting, hoping and expeGing, 
and given up all for loſt, that ſo he may have 
wherewithall to ſet all his Attributes on work at 
once; his power, wiſdom, goodneſs and mercy. 
When Iſrael! had committed a great lin, yet Ezra 
comforts them with this, There is yet hope in 
Iſrael. Art thou troubled with the guilt of in, 
defilement, and power of corruption ? art. thou 
diſturbed with fears, doubts, temptations ? doſt 
thou want the evidence of Gods favour, and bleſ(- 
ſed afſurances of his love? art thou prefſed down 
with the weight of thy afliions ? do thy feet 
Rick in the mire, and thy ſqul is born down, and 
finks through the load that 1s upon thy ſhoulders? 
yet look up by faith to Heaven, God can open a 
door of hope in this valley of Achor. Lo he is 
behind the curtain, though thou kkelt him not, un 
L925 Wl 
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The Godlies 'Piar.of Help. - 
will ep in and help thee, if. he. ſees the ſwoon or 
faint. He 1s preſto, ready at hand toſavethee 5 
though he ſeems to ſleep, he and his {arms can 
awake (Iſa. 51. 9.) as mighty man out of ileep, 
for his enemies contuſion, ahd cke his Peoples con- 
ſolation. He will ariſe, Pſal. 44. uit. He can turn 
thy captivity as the {fireams of the South, and a 
word of his mouth ſhall do it, as well as an a&t 
of his hand. - Be not diſcouraged or defpondent, 
but wait his approach, Though thy heart fail, be 
of 'good courage; and he will (irengthen thine 
heart. Thou! haſt an omnipotent arm to lean 
upon, theretare give not in, nor give over. Still 
be found in the way of thy: duty, pray fill, be- 
lieve, wait (till, and for: ever hope in the Lord 
and his mercy. God oft. ſugpelis his Creatorſhip 
in Scripture to, encourage his People in great ex- 
tremitics. \\As to Jacob, Iſa. 40. 27, 28. 5G Pal. 
124. #lr, Our help 1s in the Name of the: Lord, who 
wade Heauen and Earth. . And thus in this pre- 
(cnt Plalm, inthe words following the Text :; 
Which made Heaven and Earth, to teach us, that 
God can do any thing, who made all things. 
What is it God cannot do, as well as he did 
create the world out of nothing? What ſhould 
we doubt in his way of providence, whole power 
we have ſuch demonſtrative proof of in the work 
of creation? And the Apoltle Peter ſeems to 
make that relation ſpeak mercy too, as well as 
power, and goodneſs as greatneſs, 1 Pet. 4. 19. 
Where he <xhorts Saints in a ſuffering condition, 
to commit the keeping of their ſouls to him in 
well doing, as into the hand of a faithful Creators 
Tins title alone {peaks comtort and affurance to 

Gods 
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Gods People, and abundant incouragement to 
wait and hope in him : not crying out in their 
paſſions, I ſhall one day fall by the hand of this 
evil; but ſtaying themſclyes on him in the worſt 
of humane muſeries and calamicties. Let me leave 
it with this Memento, That thy condition 15 not 
ſuch, neither can ever any ſuch liate befall thee, 
that either God hath nor holpen in, or cannot 
hetpin. No temptations betide thee, but what 
are common to the Saints ; and ſhould there, God 
can do that he never did, as well as thou need that 
none ever had ; and —_ thy God and Creator, 
chou mayett be ſure his help ſhall alway be ſuf- 
hcient to thy needs, for he will not forſake the 
work of his hands. He can work, and none 
ſhall let hum. He that faid, Let there be light, and 
there was ſo in the world, can ſay, Let there, be 
grace, peace, comfort, and there ſhall be ſoin the 
heart 3 Let there be truth and pzace, and there 
ſhall beſo in the Church. If God be your help, 
then make him your hope in all conditions and 
caſes, publick or private. Hath God broken 
your cfiates, your families, or man ruined them ? 
God can repair them : Hath he broken his Church 
and People, broken down her hedge, fo that the 
Boar of the Wood doth waſte. her, and all the 
wild beaſts of the Forreſt devour her ? he can yet 
look down upon her, and raiſe her up when 
loweft, and throw down her enemies when 
higheſt. Let the houſe of Aaron and Levi, yea, 
and all that fear the Lord, truft in the Lord, and 
ye that have no helper, make him your hope and 
help. Say, This God is our God, and ſhall be 
our guide to death. I ſhall diſnuls this branch) of 
| Application 
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theſe two Q1e- 
ſt,ons. | ox 

Firſt, What are the conditions upon which we 
may: challenge help from God in an evil day ? 

Secondly, What are the times and ſeaſons 
when we may moſt confidencly expe it ? All 
evils are reduceable to two general heads, They 
are cither Gods immediate viſitations, or hu- 
mane aſflictions and p:r{ecutions. The former 
of theſe I ſhall anſwer with ſpccial reference to 
the firſt, the latter to the ſecond. 

Firſt, On what terms may Gods People expe& 
help, when he is going out in the way of his 
Judgements, as Sword, Peſtilence, 8&c? I ſhall but 
name theſe five conditions, (the diſcourſe being 
{woln far beyond what it was intended.) 

Firſt, Archgious ſeverity, which conlilts in an 
accurate walking before Godin a day of proſpe- 
rity and mercy 3 a ſetting firait ſteps to his King- 
dom, a cleaving to him, a dwelling in him as our 
habitation, a maintaining ſtrict and cloſe com- 


 munion with him, TIfz. 32. 17. The effect of 


righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, quietneſs and afſu- 
rance for ever. Communion with God ina good 
day, layes a ſure foundation for confidence in 
him in an evil. He that remembers God in his 
high eſtate, God will remember him in his low 3 
that makes God his ſong in Sun-ſhine daies, ſhall 
finde him his ſtrength in tempeſtuous times, who 
give God a room in their hearts and houſes in 
times of felicity, ſhall have room in his Ark in 
the day ofadverſity, Gen. 6. 8, 9. Noah foundgrace 
in the eyes of the Lord ; he was a juſt man, wy , per- 
tc& in his generations, and walked with God, 
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Whereas, they who forfake God in the tune of 
mercy, he will. forfake them in the time of extre- 
mityz thoſe who now turn the back on him, he 
will then turn the face from, Fer. 18. 17. As they 
gave a deaf ear to the voiceof his mercy, ſhutting 
the door of their hearts to him, he will give a 
deaf ear to the voice of their cry, and ſhut bx 
door of his grace on them, Prov. 1. 24. This alſo 
conſiſts in an immunity from the ſins of the times 
not ouly a ſympathy of their ſufferings, but a free- 
dom from their fins and defilements. When a 
Chriftian faves himſelf from a perverſe genera- 
tion, 1s unſpotted with the times, keeps his gar- 
ments fair, though he lives in a contagious Air, 
yet preſerves himſclt free from its ion z and 
like the fiſh keeps the freſhnels of his grace, || 1, 
though ſwimming .in the (alt-waters of fin and | |, 
wickedneſs. When out of an holy and reveren- | 
tial fear he dares pot my with,but withſtands, | 4 
oppolcs, proteſis, witneſſes againft, and mourns || 1, 
for the abominations of the times. This was Noabs 
carriage, being warned of God, and. moved with 
an holy fear of his threatned Judgements,he makes } ;. 
an Ark, Heb. 11.7, which the prophane and (- 
cure world flouted and derided, - This was Lots 
{curity in the overthrow of Sodom, his ſoul was Þ G 
vexed with their filthy converlation, 2 Pet. 2. 
7, 8. And the Apoltle makes him a prelident, his] «, 
deliverance a ruling calc, fo 2s to argue and draw pe 
up = firm conclution from it for all the godly un-F 4, 
der like circumſiances, verſe 9. Thus tenderneſs off 
conſcience was that which xemoved foſieh out c pr 
the dint of ſuttering, 2 King. 22.19. Jealouſic of th 
fianing, is the beſt ſecurity againſi (ufcring. Such 
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as fear Gods: Name, ſhall have the bright fide of 
the cloud, when others have the dark 3 he will be: 
to them a Sun, when to the reft a tire. This holy 
carriage protected Feremiah, and kept him out of 
captivity -and exempted Baruch, and gave him 
his life for a prey. Gods mourners, who gave him 
their teltimony, by wearing his livery, ſhall alſo 
have his mark of Lifinguiſhing favour, Exzek, 9. 
Fhey are pluckt as brands out of the fire. We 
may 4nvert that of the Prophet Ezekzel, and make 
the ſubje& the predicate, cap. 7. 16. They who 
axe as Doves of the Valleys mourning for their 
iniquity, ſhall eſcape. They who teared the 
Lord,and thought on his Name (minded Religion, 
and made it theiy buſineſs ) had a book of remem- 
brance written, Mal.3.16, Phinebas's zeal procures 
him the covenant of Gods peace, Numb, 25.8. 
S:condly, A tiducial recumbency. God faves 
them that cruſt in him, and becauſe they truft in 
him, Pſal. 37. uit. He that believes thall never be 
confounded. God is a buckler to them that truſt 
in him, Prov.2.8. The ſcope of the whole 91 Pſalm, 
is to aſſure preſervation to them that exercile'fai 
in God, and keep in viis, in waics of tric and cloſe 
walking with him : Not an abſolute faith, that 
God certainly wilt prote& and deliver (for that 
cannot be without a ſpecial revelation) but a fted- 
li faith, and firm dependance on God, and his 
power and providence, both as able and willing, to 
do it, Fobs contidence in God gave him affurance 
of his being his (alvation. This obtained a ſpecial 
priyiledge for Obedmelech, Fer.-39.ult. Thy life 
ſhall be for a prey to thee, becauſe thou haſt put thy 
truſt in me, ſaith the Lord. And this gave Daniel a 
: R 2 marvelous, 
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marvelous, yea miraculous protection , Dax. 6. | 
2223+ Innocency was found in him, and he be+ 
heved in his God. 
Thirdly, A praying importunity. When Gods 
Spirit 1s pour. d out from on high, and his ftirup || ; 
themſclves to take hold on God,plead'and wraftle, 4. ( 

call and cry, being his remembrancers day and 

might, Pſal.32. 6. And ſo Zeph. 2. 3. Seek the Lord 

| all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought bis 
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Fu, ement , ſeek righteouſneſs, ſeek meekneſs : it : 
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may be ye ſhall be bid in the day of the Lords anger. In 
the molt deſolating: Judgements God rcſcrves a 
remnant, and they are the ſeeking, praying ones, | x 
2.ult, Whoſoever ſhall call ox the Name of the || , 
rd.ſhall be delivered. So Pſal, 91. 14,15. E 
Fourthly,A perfe& and exact integrity. He ſaves || ;, 
the upright in heart, Pſal. 7. 10. He compaſſeth || ;, 
them about with favour as a ſhield. The way of the Þ| p 
"BY juſt is uprightneſs : thon moſt upright doeſt weigh the ÞÞ 1 
L- path of the Fuſt, Ia. 26. 7. Integrity is the ground || ,, 
NL of hope. This gave Fob a certainty of his coming || (+ 
out of affliction, and of a glorious reſtauration, || .1 
"ap 13. 18. T have ordered my cauſe, I know I ſhall }| j, 
juſtified, This was that Hezekiab pleaded under || ,, 
| Gods correQion, Iſa. 38. 3. And Nebemiab under || ,, 
his enemies rage and oppoſition : Thinkupon me my 
God for good, Chriſts Righteouſneſs is only plead- || 
able at the bar of Gods Juſtice, but our own 1n || 
the Court of his mercy. A man may as wellrear | 
a building on a quagmire, or quick-ſand, as build ff jxj 
a juſt hope on Hypocritic z but righteouſneſs is a || ;; 
ſure foundation, The morning ſtar being once | 
up and viſible, it's never very dark : Such as walk 
alwaics in the view of their uprightneſs, have 
I - alwaies 


& WW a CT T» "wy TW 


Q 


The Godlits Pillar of Help. 


- 


K& 


alwaics ſome glimmerings of comfort, and. are 


never hop-leſs and defolate. This was Gods 


own aſſignation of the reaſon of Noabs delive-. 
rance, Gen.7, 1. Thee only bave I found righteous. 


in this geucration, He that walks uprightly, walks 


ſecurely. . When men are upright to God, to men, - 
exerciſe a conſcience void of offence in duties of - 


the firſt and the ſecond Table; keep, themſelves 


from their iniquities, and- have reſpec to all 
Gods Commandments, and whatſoever comes, 
on them, do nat forget Gad and his Covenant , 


they are upon the faireſt ground of ſecurity, The 
Prophet Amos puts them into not a bate capaci- 
ty, but atlealt a probability of mercy, Amos 5.15. 
Hate the evil, ſeek, good, and eftabliſh Judgment 
in the gate, it may be the Lyd God of Hoſts will 
be gracious to the remnant of Foſeph,,, Nay the 
Prophet Iſaiah goes further, and puts them un- 
der a certainty, Iſa. 33. 16, ( When, Hypocrites 
were bundled as thorns, or packt as brands into 
che devouring fire of Gods. wrath); who ſhould 
abide now? He that walketh righteouſly— He 
ſhall dwell on bigh, hi place of defence ſhall be the 
munition of Rocks © bread ſhall be given him, his wa- 
ters ſhall be ſure. Ng 

Fifchly,” A reſolved fingularity, and couragi- 
oils zeal and magnanimity for God in the wort 


of times; both as to doing and ſuffering,” When, 
Chriſtians ſhine with an' Eminent luſtre of piety, 


like ſtars in'z dark night, with greater bright- 
nefs, and burn'with an holy zeal, as rp th y. 
weather, alwaies hotteſt, ate' none ſuck of the 
times, and do'not only - keep themſelves ujjtaint, 
ed from 'the fins they etpbyace, .but' ſe: on the 
CGiy4 , Th 2) 19/3. dag Li 2. Qaries 
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The Godlits Pilla of Help. 
duties they oppoſe 3 reſolving with Foſpus, that 
they and their houſe will ſerve the Lord, and 
with Daniel, that they will as formerly ( not- 
withſtanding all prohibitions to the contrary) 
make their ſupplication to the God of Heaven : 
They will keep up private family duties, pub» 
lick attendances, though all give them up; main- 
tain thoſe - duties of Religion moſt zealouſly, 
ſtrenuouſly, and mduftriouſly, that are molt mo- 
mentous, mor moſt oppoſed and deſpiſed 
dancing before the Lords Ark, though laughed 
to ſcorn by the Michaels of the world.. Though 
Princes ſpeak againſt them, they will meditate 
and fpeak of Gods ſtatutes. They will appear 
for God,, when all appear againſt him as did 
Eljah, whom God wondertully ſecured 3 and 
Paul, whom he ftood by miraculouſly ; and Lu- 
ther, 'whoſe language was fiat juſtitza ruat Calum, 
whom God ſignally protedted at Worms, and el(c- 
where, though he were the only butt his pretend- 
ed holineſs then had to fhoot at. When a man 
is reſolved. to conſult duty, and not ſafety, to 
ſuffer before he fins, to. burn in a fiery furnace, 
before bow to a graven Image 3 and, with an holy , 
fortitude, to ſtand up for God againſt the;fins of 
thetirhe ard place, though he hath noue to back 
tim.,, though all che neighbourtiood, Town, Ci- 
ty,. be otherwiſe affected, ( as it -was with him, 
as to Bagls Altars, and, Pap! to the, Athenian 
worlhups ) and is derepaned to.ventuxe all for 
God, and in his Caule, with a Ceſorew vebo in 
his mouth, if T pepiſh, I' periſh 3,and can confi- 
denly ook danger, bonds, death jo the face, be- 
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The Godlies Pillar of Help. 
be bound with this chain, A@. 28. 29. As holy 
fear, ſo this invincible faith, and undaunted cou-- 
Tage, is an evident token of ſalvation, and that 
from God,Phil. x, 28. Whom in the world ſhould 
God help, if not them that help with him ? or 
ftand cloſe to, if not thoſe who ttand faſt to him ? 
diſtioguiſting duty ſhall ccrtuinly be rewarded 
with diſtinguiſhing mercy. ; 

Secondly, At. what ſpecial times may Gods 
People Jook for help 1n time of mens violence 
and _—_— ? Let me reſolve that one queſtion 
(in caſe the cauſe of the Pcople ot God ſhovld. be 
brought to an extremity) and leave it with them 
as a fortification of their hopes and ſpirits, Now, 
though as it's impoſſible for us 1ofallibly to de- 
termine the periods of Gods grace to ſinners, 
when abuſed, fo the times and ſeaſons of his 
g1ving out mercy and falvation to his People, 
when wanted 3 (times being in his hand ) yet ſg 
far as we have the Scripture for our guide, we 
may aſſign ſome particular and extraordinary 
caſes, wherein help is /promiſed, and ſo may be 
juſtly expected. | 

As Firlt, When Gads Cauſe lics a bleeding, and 
the general concern and intereſt, of-Religion is at 
ſtake. God is jealous for his great Name, Thus 
Foſhua pleads when Iſrael fell before gheir enemies 
in battel, cap, 7.9, And Feremiab,: cap. 14. 9. 
We are called by thy Name, leave us ut z; aud 


- werſ:21. Do not abbar #6 for thy Names ſake, do uot 


diſgr ace the Throne of thy glory— When the enc- 
my houted Gods People, pointing with the fin- 
r at them, Theſe ace the People of the Laxd, 


: RI I00”" "Ou 
; Fs "I 
+a bh 
247 I 
5 
. 


Hae Y 
- x 


& had pity for his holy Name, Ezek.36.31. When 
R 4 the 


; OOEeT IO I ORESL® V5 
AY -— : + $6 
nd TE tg 
As % 

j* | 2 " 

FE : . 
T2 % 8 

© 


© The Godbies Pillar of Belp 


the whole intereſt of Religion, and Gods peo- 
ple muſt go off at a blow, God will ſtcp between 
the Axe and them, We have ſuch a memorable 
example of this, in Gods deliverance of the whole 
body of the Fews from Haman's conſpiracy, as 
the defeatment thereof may be a ſtanding encou- 
ragement to his people in all ages. 

Secondly, When a cloud of reproach and ſcan- 
dal is caſt upon his Peoples innocency and inte- 
grity, and thereupon ariſcth an unjuſt oppreſſion 
of them. This was Fob's caſe; all along his 
Friends falſly accuſed him, but his God did com- 
purgate him, and ſo Davids, as appears almoſt in 
every. Plalm, where he now appeals to God, 
and makes protelis of his innocency 3 as Pſal. 7. 3, 
then prays tor relief, Pſal. 38. ut. and 71. 11, 12, 
and 109. 26, profeſſeth fr hope in God not- 
withſtanding, Pſal. 35. 15. promiſeth himſelf re- 
dreſs, Pfal. 37. 6. So Feremiah, cap. 20. 11. and 
the Church, Mic. 7.8, 10. who promiſe them- 
ſelves ſalvation, and prophelie their enemies de- 
firuqion, upon their ſlanders and ſcandals caſt 
upon them. God will take part with his people 
what is done.to them he takes as done to himſelf, 
whether in way of kindnc(s or abuſe. As they 
vindicate his Name and glory in the World, fo 
will he theirs from all reproach put upon it. 

Thirdly, When there is a failure and difappoint- 
ment of all humane help. This is the Plalmiſts 
argument, Pſal. 44. #1t. and the ground of his plea, 
Pal. 79. $,* Let thy tender mercies fpeedily prevent 
us, for we-are brought very l:w.. When Pharaoh 
ſaid, The 'Ifraclites were 1mtangled, the Wilderneſs 
ted ſhut then in, God comes ang cuts a paſſage 
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. The Godlies Pillar of Help, 
for them. Exod. 14. 3. God commonly - his 
People at the loweſt; the taking the weakefi part 
is to him no diſadvantage. When vain # the belp 
of man, and the cauſe is concluded deſperate for 
want of an Advocate, then God is called in by 
our Prophet, Pſal. 12, 1. Help Lord, for the godly 
man ceaſeth,—- Cum nemini obtrudi poteft - Plal, 
Þ16; 6. I was brought low , and be belped me, 


When Siox is called an Outcaſt, and no man ſeeks 


after her, then God chooſeth to have mercy on 
her, Fer. 3o. 17. 

Fourthly, When the Enemies of Gods Truth 
and. Cauſe blaſpheme his Name, and inſult and 
triumph over his people. Whom haſt thou reprogch- 
ed, faith God to Kabſheketh ? 16. 37. 23. There's 
the ground of his appearance againſt him : The 
King of Heaven may pardon his Peoples rebelli- 
ons,but revilings are too ſaucy for ſubjects to give, 
or the infinite and eternal God to bear from a 
vile worm, a finful} and mortal creature. It's time 
for God to ariſe, when wicked men thus make 
void his Law, and fo far uſurp upon his Supre- 
macy and Prerogative, as to, offer a competition, 


with him, who, he or they, ſhall be Lord Con- 


troller in the World. When the Afſriaus talked 
blaſphemouſly, that God was the God of the hills, 


- and uot of the valleys , therefore did he delives 


chem into Iſrael's hand, 1 King. 20, 28. God 
dare wraſtle or engage with them, though on 
diſadvantagious ground. This argument the. 
Church uſcth for deliverance, Pſal. 74. 10, and. 
ſtrongly argeth, Pſal- 79. 10, 11, 12.- and. the 
cruelty and blaſphemy of the enemy may prevail: 
with God ſometimes, when cannot the Prayers 
of his Saints and People , Iſs. 47+. 6 7» 8, God 
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+ will fave the aflifted People, and bring down 
the high and proud looks, Pſal. 18. 27. It's ob- 
ſervable , when God affigns to his. people the* 
reaſon of the expulſion of the Nations, and the 
introduction of Iſrael in their room, he gives it 
thus, Not for your righteouſneſs but their wicked- 
aeſs, Deut. 9.5, when Saints holineſs carinot avail 
for mercy, ſinners iniquity may call for jultice, 

Fifthly, When the ſpixits of the Saints begin to 
deſpond and'fail , and yet are carried out with 
ſerious humiliation for their fin, and (recovering 
theſe fits and qualms) with out-goings of Faith 
and Prayer to Heaven. When Chriſt comes, there 
will ſcarce be Faith in the Earth: when the hearts 
of Gods people begin to ſwoon, he will contend 
no longer , leſt their ſpirits ſhould fail before 
him. When the wicked are fleſht and pufft up 
with vain hopes, God breaks their bones aſunder, 
and their horn in pieces :; when Gods people are 
as dry bones he lites and fleſhes them, Ezek, 37. 
When the Queſtion is asked, By whom ,ſhall 7 g- 
cob ariſe, for be # ſmall, the anſwer is, The Lord 
repented-for this, Amos 9, 2, 3. God will not al- 
ways ſuffer the rod of the, wicked to reſt on the 
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The Godltts Pillar of Help; 
bring about for them. 'When Gods people are' 
laid vpgi their backs, then is a fit time for him 
to take them ap into hjis'arms, and put them in- 
to his ofom. Eſx pecially, when their uncircum- 
ciled hearts are humbled by their 'affliQions 
(though oft-times not (©, ſincerely, at leaſt not 
throughly ) God will come in for rheir- help, 
as Fudg, 10. 2 Chron, 12, Eſpecially where 
het. is a ſpirit of true humiliation, Faith and 
Prayer, that conjundtion is a ſure Prognoftick of 
mercy, and ſign of deliverance , Zath. 12. 10. 
compared with cap. 13. 1.— No ſooner Danitt 
begins his Prayer, To, the Captivity makes its 
end. Hoſ. 5. ult..- Twill goe ro my Mace tall they 
ackyowledge—— When they cone to ſeeking, God' 
ſoon comes to ſaving, God never puts his peo- 
ple hard on begging, or inclines them'to asking, 
but he. ſtands ready handed with, and tally bene' 
and diſpoſed to mercy. When the Sea gets into 
the Ship,” and Peter cryes out, Chriſt reacheth out. 
his arm to aye him, | 
Sixthly, Lec this be a ground of adherenccand 
firm conj ton and cleaving to Gad art all rimes, 
always cleave to this God who is fuch. an kelp, 
with tull purpoſe of heart. As Ruth tq Naomi g0-; 
ng where he_ goes, and living where he'lives:' 
Let nothing. ſeparate | 0 from your God. Like” 
the Bae couch cloſe to your Maſter : It's good' 
for you £0, draw ncar to God 3 loſe all rather than' 
ok: Lvl it with all the World before hims, 
oh end tq ſtand by you, than a 

oo of avg im, God is faithfull to you, 
m, and though all cls do, do il 
ey t your. iow ne and Fae | 
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dren, houſe or land, but hate them, , if coming in 
competition with him, Throw off your Father (as 


holy Ferom faid )) though he hangs about your 


neck, and trample on your mother, thotigh ſhe lay 


in the way, to go out unto him, Give not up the 
cauſe of God to Satan, or the common Enemy, 


becauſe ye meet with a little trouble. Though the 
Captain hath not preſent relict, he will*not de- 
liver up the City, if in any hope or expectation of 
it, but hold out it poſſible 3 he knows not how nigh 
he is relicf. Sacrifice not God's intereſt, help may 
come before you expect it. Chriſtians,on your firſt 
coming in, you gave your ſelves up'to the Lord, 
and indeed as that Noble. perſon ſaid, In under- 
taking Religion you might be deccived, if you 
thought to ſave any thing but your Souls. Oh'take 
heed of making a breach of promiſe. Take heed.of 
uſing any finifter courſe, any unlawfull and indi- 
re& means, to evade the ſufferings of the Goſpel 
never accept a deliverance which is worſe than 
bondage, better have help Gods way than 'your 
own, as finding it, than as making it, 'Iy#nitely 
farr better that trouble which ends in'peace, 'than 
_ that peace which ends in trouble, Fight cherefore 
the good fight of Faith , (© as at Jaſt ye may lay 
hold on the Crown of eternal life. So run as ye may 
obtair. Go on ſecurely and couragiouſly; in' the 
way of your duty. whatſoever occurres, fear the' 
Lord only,and keep his way. Eſther, though under 
fri, interdidion, yet yentures to approach the 
King , havieg Giſed and prayed with ber May- 
dens, in hope of divine bent3iGion : The'A poliles 
though under a prohubition, (if not a ſuf 
to preach chuſe to obey God before man,” AF! 5. 
Ut Con peo Le 
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The Godliel Pillar of Help, 
allurements of the world, nor yet ingpuge by it's 
terrours, to give up, of in,in your profeſſion;”Take 
our Saviours advice, Luk,12.4. Fear not. him that 
can only kill the body, but rather bim that can deftroy 
both body and ſoul in Hell. | 

Laſtly, A word to ſinners,and firangers fromGod 
and his hope and help concludes all. This gffers firſt 
a word of direction to poor finners, whether they 
muſt go for help : They are all lapſed fallen crea- 
tures, plunged into a ſtate of guilt and corruption, 


brought under the ſupremacy and dominion of Sa- 


tan,and have no power or ſufficiency of themſelves 
to recover, but God alone is their help, Hef. 13. 9. 
O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me is thy 
belp to be found, Man fell by his own free will, but 
cannot recover without Gods: free grace, Homo 1i- 
bertatem quam aceepit nifi Chriſto liberante non reci- 
p#t 3 as Saints therefore mv{t bleſs him, ſo fianers go 
to hum as their only help ; go to him for light, lite, 
by Prayer,in the uſe of Ordinances, which are media 
cults,and gratie too; and though God will ngt 
hear you as linners, he may as creatures. 
Secondly, Labour all to get an intereſt 
in God , that he may be your help. Time 
may, - nay, will come, when you will ſtand in 
need of an help. You may haye many ſtorms in 


our Journey to eternity. It's good in a Sun-ſhine 
y y = 


to provide for a fiorm. A day of affliction may 
come, of death and difſolutioa muſt come. A 
ſword, a plague, a fire, a famine; a captivity may 
come, and what will ye do in the evil day ? All 
worldly helps will then be in vain 3 ye may kindle 
a fixe' of your own ſparks, but the end will be to 
lye down in forrow. You may with him that 
took up an hand-tfull of Glyworms, in a dark 
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night, hope to warm yaur fingers with them, but 
it will be a falſe fire, and afford. no heat with its 
light. Theſe Gloworms may thine till you come 
cothe light of Sun or Candle. Theſe fair-fac'd no+ 
things may pleaſe till you come tobe convinced 
of a tow beauty, but then will vaniſh. What 
will it profit to have a little comfort from them for 
a moment, and at laſt be caſt into the helliſh dun- 
geen ? Though ye have all creatures for you, and 
God againſt you, your caſe 1s as fad and miſerable, 
as had you God for you, and all the world againſt 
you, it were comfortable, Time may come too, 
that you may have all the world againſt you, and 
the Devil too, yea, your own conſ{cences, and 
what will ye do, if ye have not a God, a Chriſt 
to ſtand for you? Created-comforts cannot help 
you, if God hath once forſaken you ; though he 
can ſupply their abſence, who is the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs, and make day, though there be not 
the liar of any creature viſible, yet they cannot 
his. If che Sun be gone down, it's night for all 
the ſtars. They have no Oyl for themſelves, much 
leſs can afford to others. There is no truſt in 
riches, friends, mien, Angels; they are all a vain 
hope. The Parent may leave his Child, the Huſ- 
band his Wite, the friend his friend, when time 
of trial. comes. God hath ſtood on Mount Ebal, 
and blaſted all carnal confidence, as well as on 
Mount Gerizwm, and bleſſed confidence in him- 
felf: Yea, he may juſtly give us up to our own 
truſt, and thoſe chings we have confided in, if we 
repoſe in any thing ſhort of himſelf, ſo he did 
nw, Fer 2. 28. And will the creatures Mantle 
be a ſufficient covering to us ? Will che great Tree 
of outward mercics, profeſlion, priviledges,protet 
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us under the faking and laſing ſtorm of Gods 
wrath ? The whole 49 Pſalm is a conviRtion of 
the vanity of. all the Pageantry of this world. 
They are as bixds, or a ſtring that at one time or 
other will deceive us, And is not God in the mean 
time, a neceſſary, free, univerſal, ſole, ſufficient 
' help? Who ever truſted in the world, and was 
not deceived ? and whoever truſtzd in God, and 
was diſappointed ? The ends of the earth look to 
| him and areſaved — © ceaſe then from theſe ly- 
Ing vanities, and endeavuur to make God your 
»£ God, chat ſo he may become your help. And if 
you would do fo, labour fictt, to get an humble 
ſenle of your own helpleſs and hopeleſs condition 
by nature. Bethink your ſelves, and ſce the plague 
of your own hearts. As long as the ſoul hath any 
crutch to lean on, it will never go alone; while it 
knows whither to run, it will never-go to its 
God. O labour to be weary and heavy laden in 
your (elves, and diſclaim all creature-dependance, 
as Pauldid, Phil. 3. 7, 8. Renounce all for Chriſt, 
and Gods tree grace and mercy in him. And when 
in this wilderneſs Jean on the arm of your Beloved. 
Secondly, Fly to Gods Name and Covenant by 
faith in Chritt, If ever God be yours, it muſt be 
through Chriſt. For there is no other Name 3 God” 
hath laid help on his almighty arm, you maſt lay 
your hope there : All Gods help runs through 
Chriſt : he hath determined never t0,pardon one 
guilt, or give out one dram of grace, but through 
his blood. He is the only daismzn, the true Samp-= 
ſon, by whole (trength, the heavy weights of fin 
and wrath may be removed your fouls. All the 
ſouls freſh ſprings are in him ; He is the well head 
of lalyation, Without union, no jatextli ox influ- 
ENCE, 
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my cc Ck His kth 4 ole Dok get 
= che$kirt _ his love. He <3 would have 
intereſt in God by any other Proxy, mult expe 
falvation by a'deputy only.  O come to him then 
by faith, venture on him as the _ did- ofi the 
Catbp, 2*King.7,3. Do not ouly take Ropes about 
ygir necks, he; aStrathry about 6 2 loyns, 
but <dme before this King of Heaven, he is amer- 
"ofa King— And thirdly and laltly, Strike Coye- 
© "nant 'yith God,enter-into a confederzey yyithhim, - 
Kings keep thoſe confederate, and in league with 
them. The wickeds is a vain, firumpets confidence, 
-- that challenge God as their Father and Husband, 
' and yet wantonize from him, and care not for his 
- company and communion, fer. 3. 4. A good con- 
Fence only 15 the ground of a good and con- 
hdeaice, 1'Pet: 3. 16. God may help and faveby the 
Wicked, but never will he be the Saviour of them. 
Break off fromfin-then by righteouſneſs, and en- 
gage in, ye3, Keep covenant with God, There's a 
 Jragde both offenſive and: defenſive between God 
-af his People; and* the Promiſe made to Abra- 
kim 'Cobſerving the <0 ndifions) ſands good to all 
ns faithful children, Ger Gen. 15; 1. If we walk before 
God, and be perfe&,he will be our ſhield, and our 
exceeding great reward. To conclude al withthe 
Apoſtles options, Row. 15.13. Now the God of bope 
fillyou with ll joy and peace in believing, that ye xa 
abound in hope through Wy ow of the Holy Ghoſt— 
And 2 Theſ.-2. 16, 179. Now our Lord Feſus Chrift 
 hiniſelf, and God, even our Father, which "ub loved 
us, and given us everlaſting conſolation, aud good hope 
through grace, c ort your bearts, and eſtabliſh you 
L*. A kr4ct wor. as" 
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